
The Women In Peoria 
Since the accession of the present mayor to Peoria’s highest political 

office there has been a noticeable wave of crime and lawlessness, especially 
in saloon circles. The women of Peoria have taken it upon themselves to 

petition the mayor for better law enforcement. 

To the Honorable Allen B. Tolson, 
Mayor of the City of Peoria: 

We, the undersigned women of the City of Peoria, Illinois, 
hereby respectfully petition that you, as the mayor and chief exec- 

utive officer of the city of Peoria, take such steps as may be neces- 

sary to enforce the laws and ordinances of our city, regulating sa- 

loons, dramshops, gambling, Sunday observance (in particular the 
closing of saloons on Sunday), wine rooms, dance halls, street walk- 
ers, vice and immorality, as you are required and obligated to do by 
virtue of your office and the oath of office taken by you at the time 
you assumed the responsible position you now hold. 

It is an open and notorious fact that the laws and ordinances 
of the city of Peoria pertaining to and regulating saloons, prohibit- 
ing gambling, and the police regulations of the city pertaining to 
the observance of the Sabbath and to vice and immorality, have 
been grossly violated in the past with impunity, and we, the women 

and citizens of Peoria, have a right to and hereby do demand 
the proper enforcement of the same for the protection of the youth 
and citizens of Peoria. Respectfully submitted, 
This petition was signed by 2,588 women of Peoria. It was published 

twice in the Peoria Star, and the list of names, set solid, filled over eight 
columns. It would seem that so extensive an interest might induce the 
executive of the fair city of Peoria to consider it his duty to make the 
saloon element obey the law, but he is very sparing in his efforts. His 
reply was as follows: 

Ladies: I beg to herewith acknowledge receipt of your commu- 

nication and petition delivered by special messenger. The same 
will receive due consideration. I will endeavor to act in the fu- 
ture, as I have in the past, for the best interests of the city of 
Peoria. Respectfully yours, A. B. Tolson. 

That was all the Peoria ladies got. Mayor Tolson stands upon his 
dignity and will do as he pleases. Whether it will be for the weal or woe 

of Peoria remains to be seen. 

At the same time it is said that the mayor has sent out his policemen 
to tear down curtains and partitions. Maybe he will take notice of the 
mighty wave of public sentiment and save his neck from the political noose 

that is ready for all bad officeholders. 

“The Anti-Saloon League is the out- 

growth of the gospel of Jesus Christ and 

a noble expression of the same.”—Rev. 

J. S. Boyden, D. D., Kalamazoo. 

The way to make temperance reform 

a success is to put it upon such a high 
plane that it will never have to stop and 

make an excuse for what it asks. 

Fearful will be the responsibility rest- 

ing upon a man who this year votes for a 

man for the legislature that doesn’t 

pledge himself to stand by the homes of 

this state instead of for the liquor in- 

terests of the state. 

How foolish it is to expect officers 

to enforce law against a traffic that 

elected them to office. You might as 

well expect the “other” side of a barn 

to be on “this” side. 

Lectures the Preachers 

Wine and Spirit News Has Views as to 
the Way Ministers Should Conduct 

Their Business 

The Wine and Spirit News, Ohio, 
has always considered it part of its 
functions to lecture the ministers of 
Ohio regarding their duties. Since the 
News reaches very few ministers, and 
the American Issue reaches very many, 
we consider it a part of our duty to 

prevent all this liquor sweetness (?) 
being wasted on the desert air. We 
therefore take pleasure in printing these 
little Addresses to the Clergy from our 

esteemed assistant in the temperance 
reform. 

Something disagreeable seems to 
have been working upon its alleged 
mind the last week, and it vents its dis- 

approval of preachers and their ways 
in the following paragraphs: 

“In all quarters of the state ministers 
seem to have utterly abandoned the 
preaching of the gospel and taken to 

delivering lectures to public officials 
and seeking to secure the backing of 
statutes for their sectarian ideas of 
the social and moral life of the people. 
It is our humble opinion that while the 
ministers ought to have the same inter- 
est in popular government as other peo- 
ple, especially business men who have 
long resided in their own towns and 
cities, they should not insist on dic- 
tating to the rest of the local popula- 
tion what they should have. Clerical 
domination is about as hateful as it 
ever was when the church and state 
were more closely linked together.” 

The above was undoubtedly inspired 
by the ministers going to see Mayor 
Badger about Sunday closing. Seeing 
that their visit has resulted In the Gov- 
ernor’s announcement, printed last 
week, we look for a louder wail than 
ever from the News next time. 

The next anti-clerical utterance is as 

follows: 
“We believe that a preacher has 

about the same right to an opinion as 

to how the state ought to be governed 
and what the people ought to have as 

other people, but we fail to understand 

why it is that they insist they are right 
and all others are wrong. It seems to 
be a case of the People vs. the Ministers. 
If the people are let alone they can be 

expected to do about what is right any- 
how. If the people are not to be trusted 
certain it is that they do not want the 

preachers to be elected their guardians 
in matters social and moral.” 

Inasmuch as the ministers are uni- 

formly sustained in their present moral 
attitude by the people, it does not seem 

as if they had been assuming too much 

righteousness. It is very decidedly a 

case of “like people, like priest.” 
i'he third and last yelp of the News 

at the preachers is rather a feeble one, 
as follows: 

“It is barely possible that if the min- 
isters of the state would put a little 
more of the gospel of love in their dis- 
courses and cut out the hate they are 

preaching against public officials, as 

well as measures that do not meet their 

approval, there would not be the appar- 
ent need of so much chatter about Sun- 

day laws and law enforcement in gen- 
eral.” 

The Same Old Story 
Mrs. Pearl Stelzriede, eighteen years 

old, a wife of two years was taken to 
the city hospital last night suffering 
from five bullet wounds in the left fore- 

arm, right and left breast and upper 
right arm. Her husband came home 
drunk and the shots were fired by him. 
Her condition is serious.—Globe Demo- 
crat. 


