
Political Policy We Follow 
Being a newspaper first, last and all the time, The Independent 

will print all the news of all political parties and factions during 
the coming campaign. It will treat all politicians fairly and 

decently, going on the theory that a man is not necessarily a 

horse thief because he is a Republican, a chump because he is 

a Democrat or crazy because he is a Socialist. Whatever views 

the editor has he will express in this paper, regardless of the 

resolution of any party, the actions of any committee or the 

notions of any boss. The editor is paying the bills necessary to 
> keep this sheet going, and he will run it according to his indi- 

vidual ideas. Don’t forget.—Milan Independent. 

The Anti-Saloon League’s, fight against 
Slate Representative John B. Castle of 

Sandwich, DeKalb county, Thirty-fifth 
Senatorial District, is so bitter and the 

charges of Mr. Burke so conclusive that 

demand has been made upon Castle in 

his home town to retire from the Repub- 
lican primaries. 

The saloon, card table and the scarlet 
house are the devil’s organized institu- 
tions for the building up of hell and for 
the destruction of good morals, and yet, 
good men will vote with their political 
party for the perpetuation of these 

tilings instead of crossing their ticket 
and voting for men who will do away 
with them. 

Consistency, Thou Art a Jewel 
The champions of the saloon declare that if you vote a town dry you kill it, for the farmers 

and country folk won’t go to a dry town to trade. In the next breath the same saloon 

advocates say that if you have county local option the farmer will vote the whole county 
and every town and village in it dry. Now, what d’ye think of that? 

Saloon is Held Responsible 
Kansas Court Decides in Favor of Con- 

vict’s Wife in Judgment of $5,000 
Against Brewers 

Topeka, Kan., March 10'.—The su- 

preme court rendered an opinion, today 
holding that the person who sells liquor 
is responsible for the acts of the pur- 
chaser while under the influence of the 

liquor. The decision is one of the most 

important ever rendered by the Kansas 

court, and will add to the hazards of the 

illicit liquor traffic in the state. The 

case was brought by Ruth Rineer 

against Rosina Zibofd and Emma Har- 

gelin in the district court of Atchison 

county. Mrs. Rineer was given judg- 
ment in the lower court for $5,000. 
Her husband had, while intoxicated 

from beer sold him at the brewery 
owned by the defendants in June, 1900, 
shot and killed J. Burchart and C. T. 

Oathout. He is now serving a life 

sentence in the penitentiary for the mur- 

ders. The suit was brought under the 

statute which provides that a wife shall 

have a right of action in damages 
against any person who shall furnish 

liquor to and cause the injury of her 

husband. This is the first time the 

statute has been passed upon by the su- 

preme court, and the fact that it has 

been held valid will lead to a number of 

suits under its provisions.—Globe Dem- 

ocrat. 

Public Indifference 
Waste, debauchery and crime is rampant in many cities like Peoria, 

Galesburg, Aurora, La Salle, Canton and Lewistown, because of public 
indifference. A prominent Lewistown business man says: “I can better 
afford to stand my share of the loss from saloon debauchery and waste 

than to be in a controversy with city officials and their friends.” An- 
other says: “I have no time and taste for city politics.” Others say, 
each, “I am strictly attending to my law business” (or merchandizing, 
or lumbering, or liverying, or building, or blacksmithing, etc.) “and have 
no interest in public affairs.” And so, in all these cities, this class of 

proper (not excellent) citizens keep silent in the presence of public wrongs 
that could not exist if they did their duty. 

This condition very seriously raises the questions: “Are the people 
capable and fit for self-government?” “Would not a monarchy—a system 
of titled and lifelong officials—do better?” 

In such saloon-cursed cities as we have named—and they are legion— 
half the voting population are, more or less unconsciously, flagrant enemies 
to their respective cities’ interests—enemies of tlieir own homes, their wives 
and children. Some of them in Lewistown and other cities, are hypnotized 
victims of the wily bosses, who, by their votes, rule and loot and debauch 
the public. This class of voters, whether they are themselves criminals or 

the dumb allies of criminals, are as little fit for self-government or to vote 

as the seini-savage cotton-field negroes of the South fifty years ago, and 
now. 

Government of the people is dead sure on trial in Lewistown and from 
the Golden Gate to Hell’s Gate. 

Would enfranchised womanhood improve this deplorable condition in 
our republic?—Fulton County Democrat. 

Refusal to enforce law is the worst kind of law-breaking. 


