
Organization Spirit 
Liquor Trade says it Should Combine 

for Protection and the Principle of 
Justice to Humanity. 

Speaking of the Liquor Dealers’ or- 

ganization reminds us of a few plain 
truths that all other such bodies should 
know and abide by. In the first place, 
saloon men are often too independent, 
and think that their calling needs no 

protection at all. We have never seen 

men who carry more grievances against, 
one another than saloon men, for which 
reason the history of their organiza- 
tion is very often a history of lamen- 
table failures. If the antis of the vari- 
ous states were given to the same bick- 
erings that often perturb Gar people 
there would never have been a prohibi- 
tion law on the books of a single state. 

The trade needs the lessons that come 

to men who give way to others, and 
who, by compromises of individual 
opinion, work for the good of all. It is 
only in this way that success can be 
achieved. 

There are urgent reasons for the 
trade of every locality to unite and 
work like one man. Individual inter- 
ests are of many varieties, but in the 

hour of self-defense friends and ene- 

mies alike should work shoulder to 
shoulder. Your enemies are united and 
vigilant, Mr. Saloonman, and if you 
grow cold—if you permit your associa- 
tion to lag; if you nurse your private 
dislikes, you will be hampered by nar- 

row laws, if, indeed, your enemies do 
not put you out of business. 

Your mission is to fight for liberal 
laws, to elevate the calling you are 

pursuing, and to stand, for •self-defense, 
on the broad principles of justice and 
humanity. If you have petty differ- 
ences, forget them. Do not forget that 
the world is ruled by a series of com- 

promises between contending forces. 
The interests of every member of an 

association are identical thus far: All 
want liberal laws; all need defense 

against fanaticism, and all should de- 
sire to elevate the trade and make it 

respected. Cling together in harmony, 
and you will grow in strength each day. 
—The Patriot, Liquor Organ. 

The saloon is a relic of barbarism, 
and but for the greed that many have 
for money, it would be sent back to the 

pit from whence it came, where it would 
find its own place. 

Protected From Burglars 

No Law That Keeps Home and Dear 
Ones from Danger of Saloon 

If a thief or burglar enters my home 

by night and steals my property, and if 
I should call for help, the city marshall 
and the police force would be at my com- 

mand. My neighbors would rally to 
assist in bringing that thief to justice. 
This is right. A saloon may be opened 
in my town, enter the sacred precincts 
of the home, take its brightest and best 
son and daughter, make them drunk- 
ards or a drunkard’s wife. The police 
power of the state is asked to protect 
that home, hut they say that the saloon 
must run to get revenue to pave our 

streets and to light our cities. In order 
that the saloon may run, somebody’s 
boy must become a drunkard and some- 

body’s daughter must become a drunk- 
ard’s wife. Will not the people of the 
state of Illinois put upon the statute 
books some law by which a man’s family 
may be protected from the ravages of 
the saloon, equally strong with that 
which says that we shall have protec- 
tion from thieves and burglars? 

Ban on Saloon Keepers and Bartenders 

Liquor Dealers Crowded Out of all Society Circles, Left to Roam as Outcasts 
The dealer in rum is hard pressed by all decent classes 

of society. The church has long ago excluded him. The 
better element everywhere is disowning him. 

Because of the large influence and growing power of 
fraternal organizations it is interesting and significant to 
note what a firm stand most of them take in this regard. 

Chancellor W. W. Blackwell, of Henderson, Ky., in his 

report to the supreme lodge Knights of Pythias, made the 

following recommendations as to saloon keepers and bar- 
tenders: 

“Some years ago this body granted permission to the 
Grand Lodges to locally legislate as they might desire upon 
the saloon, element question and the eligibility of owners and 
tenders thereof to membership in our Order. Under this 
permission several grand lodges have since declared saloon- 
keepers and bartenders ineligible to membership upon the 
ground of their business engagement, having a strong ten- 
dency to the cultivation of immorality, lawlessness, and other 
disreputable habits in contradistinction to the teachings of 
our Order. Surprising as it may seem to some, it is never- 
theless demonstrable that the grand lodges which have taken 
hold of this question and legislated to exclude this doubtful 
material have not only succeeded in securing the best of 
material, but they also stand as the most accurate and pro- 
gressive among the grand jurisdictions. If it was the wish of 
the Supreme Lodge to experiment when permission was 

granted grand lodges to locally test this question, I am glad 
to report the experiment most satisfactory. In fact, so 

strongly am I convinced that the step is one in the interest 
of law, order, morality, respectability, better citizenship and 
a higher knighthood, that I am constrained to conclude that 
the time has come when we, as a great fraternity, should put 
aside policy, expediency or any other question of doubt that 
may stand in the way, and declare ourselves the leaders of 
reform by manfully facing this important question and 
declaring that no saloon keeper, bartender or professional 
gambler shall hereafter be considered as eligible to apply for 
membership in any lodge of this Order. Let us rise to duty, 
Representatives, and meet this great question face to face. 
Nearly all of our disorders, Sunday desecration and insub- 

ordination has come from this element, which seems to de- 
light in the cultivation of lawlessness and hoodlum habits. 
They have been of no benefit whatever to our Order in the 
past, but rather, like barnacles upon the craft, have greatly 
hindered our progress in the direction of a higher respecta- 
bility. Thousands of our most reputable citizens have held 
aloof from seeking our portals because of the presence of 
this element among our membership, however small. One 
bartender among a subordinate membership of two hundred 
members becomes the object lesson to which the outside 
world will point for evidence in condemnation of the whole, 
and the one thousand saloon men in our membership of half 
a million cast a reflection upon the whole class, which most 
perceptibly affects our claim for the support and confidence of 
the Cnristian world. With these facts before us, why should 
we hestitate? We owe no man a membership; we have 
reached a degree of strength and permanency when we can 
afford to be independent. Let us fix our standard of measure- 
ment and fix it high, declaring therein that no man whose 
engagements in life are doubtful and disreputable in the 
estimation of the moral world can be considered as worthy 
of membership in our great brotherhood. I heartily recom- 
mend that saloon keepers, bartenders and professional 
gamblers be pronounced ineligible to further membership in 
our Order, and that the Supreme Lodge firmly plant itself 
upon this moral and progressive platform, that all the world 
may know just where we stand.” 

The supreme lodge in adopting the above recommendation 
said: 

“We believe this to he a subject of vital importance to the 
future welfare of the Order, and are heartily in sympathy 
with the recommendations of the Supreme Chancellor. The 
bold, progressive and highly moral stand taken by him upon 
the question of rendering ineligible to membership in the 
Order men engaged in the business commonly known as 
saloon keepers, bartenders and professional gamblers, should 
receive the support of every member who believes in the 
practice as well as the teachings of higher morals and the 
elevation of men through associations in this Order. 

“Resolved, That the class of men commonly known as 
saloon keepers, bartenders and professional gamblers be and 
the same are hereby declared ineligible to membership in the 
Order of Knights of Pythias.” 


