
Dixon Mayor Assaults Minister 

Executive Uses Fists in Chastising Reverend Critic 
of Official Record 

Mayor Edwards of Dixon has come 

before the people of the state as a 

chastiser of people—and especially min- 
isters—who advocate law and order. 

The Rev. J. F. Newton, pastor of the 

peoples church at Dixon had written 
an article which did not suit the mayor. 

Passing through the John Dixon park 
Mr. Newton was hailed by Mayor Ed- 
wards who left his own porch and ran 

across the street to the edge of the park. 
Excusing himself Mr. Newton turned 
back to answer the executive. Just 
across the street from Edward’s resi- 
dence the two men met. With the 

words, “What did you mean by that 
article you wrote?” Mr. Edwards aimed 
a blow at Mr. Newton. The latter seized 
the mayor’s arms. Threatening to kill 
the reverend gentleman the mayor 
struggled to free himself. During the 

struggle Mr. Newton received a light 
blow on the forehead, cutting a small 

gash. 
The readers of the Issue will want 

to know the contents of the article 
that so aroused the mayor and we there-' 
fore print it in full: 

“Owing to the rush and crowding of 
duties I have neglected somewhat my 
series of articles, and especially what 
I had in mind to say of the dealings 
of the ministers with the mayor. It 
is a story briefly told and one that 
all our citizens will be pleased to know. 

“Of course there are many things— 
nothing dishonorable to anyone—which 
cannot be told without violation of per- 
sonal confidence; and that is a thing 
I have no wish to do. But tne facts in 
the matter, as well as the motive and 
spirit of it all, and also the results, 
ought to be made known in the interest 
of a perfect understanding of men and 
events. 

“It was not unknown to us that the 
mayor aspired to a state office and our 

effort all along was to be frank with 
him and careful for him, so as not to 
do anything that would in any way mar 

his honorable and high ambition. To 
that end and with that feeling we de- 
cided to take his honor into full confi- 
dence in the matter of getting a secret 
man to ferret out law violations in the 
city. Among those of us who knew the 
mayor there was no objection to this 

plan but, as all will testify, a most 
emphatic endorsement of it as the fair 
and square thing to do. Naturally the 

pastors who were new to the city, and 
who did not know the mayor, could not 
say one way or the other, but they 
hastened to fall in with the suggestion 
when we told them what manner of 
man we believed the mayor to be and 
of our absolute confidence in him. 

“In this spirit we went to his honor 
and told him, freely and frankly, what 
we had done and what we intended to 
do, assuring him that we had confidence 
in him and that we wanted him to feel 
that we were working with him and 
not against him and that we were try- 
ing to help him and not to hurt him. 
He seemed to approve our plan of get- 

ting a secret man—-indeed, I think he 
said that he had some thoughts of doing 
that himself—and promised to do all 
within his power to further our under- 
taking to success. He was deeply ap- 
preciative of our confidence in him as 
a man and as a public official. 

“As to the stand the mayor took— 
or rather his failure to take a stand— 
I, for one, and I think I speak for the 
other ministers, was disappointed. I 
do not inpugn his integrity, his motive 
or his character. I know that the whole 
affair put him in a close and hard place, 
and I also know that he tried to do 
what he thought was best for all—him- 
self included. I do not chide him for 
a few mistakes, or what seemed to me 
to be mistakes, in this, or that or the 
other detail. In the same position I am 
sure that I would have made more er- 
rors than he did, for I have capacity in 
that direction. Nor do I complain be- 
cause he did not accomplish impossible 
things—that were foolish. But we had 
every right and reason to expect that 
he would take a firm and decided stand 
one way or the other. 

“Of course I know that his temper- 
ment leads him to trust more to tact 
than to more direct methods, and his 
training as a teacher, and as a super- 
intendent of teachers and pupils, has 
schooled him in the use of diplomacy. 
In this there is nothing to censure and 
everything to admire. To do a thing 
by indirection and strategy is much 
better than to go at it with hammer and 
tongs. 

“But there comes a time in the life 
of a man when the die is cast and he 
must take a firm stand and let it be 
known where he is. I wanted the mayor 
to take such a stand and I felt sure 
tnat on a plain issue of law and order 
he would stand on the right side. I 
say it most reluctantly and with deep 
regret that he did not come up to my 
reasonable expectation. 

“Now hear a proof of this—when 
the case of the Bank saloon came up 
the mayor requested the council to re- 
voke the license. But in the Kennedy 
case he made no such request. He did 
say that he wanted the matter settled 
that night and settled right, but he did 
not say which way was right or what 
ought to be done. I went away deeply 
disappointed that the mayor sat on the 
fence in an attitude of judicial calm in- 
stead of acting the part of a leader. I 
felt then, and I feel now, that he let 
pass one of the best opportunities he 
will ever have. 

“And yet perhaps it is not too late 
now for his honor to let the whole 

community know for once and all the 
time, in a way to dispel any shadow 
of doubt, by act as well as by word, 
where he stands on this matter. For 
example, when the Kennedy case comes 
up before the city council again—if it 
ever does—it will be an opportunity for 
tne mayor to make his wants and wishes 
known. 

“It seems to me that, considering his 
position and character as a man—to 
say nothing of his aspiration—there is 
but one stand for the mayor to take. 
The men who line up on the other side 
of so plain an issue of law enforcement 
must be either law breakers, friends of 
law breakers, or men who do not care 
at all whether the law is enforced or 
not. I do not think of any other kind 
of man who could stand on that side. 
If the liquor men take that stand they 
give us to know that they are deliber- 
ately set against the law and order and 
tne enforcement of law and that they 
do not mean to obey the law if they 
can help it. It is well for us to know 
that that is the view they take. 

“The mayor tells us that he has is- 
sued orders to the chief of police re- 
peatedly that the laws be enforced. The 
men of the police force say that they 
are awaiting orders. There seems to 
be a hitch somewhere and the fingers 
all point to the chief of police. I do 
not wish to seem unreasonable. I stood 
by and defended the chief of police in 
the public press during one of the hot 
campaigns some years ago. I believed 
in him and felt that he had been ac- 
cused unjustly. But if it be true that 
he will not, cannot or does not do his 
duty he ought to be removed in favor 
of a man who will do his duty. It is 
time for the people of this city to know 
what is the matter and who is to blame. 

Assuring tne mayor ana cniei or 

police that all we want under the blue 
sky in this matter <s to know where 
they stand as regards enforcing the law, 
and then to see and know that they 
do actually enforce—aye, help them do 
it, if need be—assuring them of this, 
I also assure them of my kindest re- 

gards. 
“Joseph Newton.” 

For the above article the mayor of 
Dixon ^threatened to kill the writer. 
Now then, what will the decent element 
of Dixon do at the next city election? 

Nine merchants of Wyoming county, 
W. Va., have been fined for selling 
Peruna. 

Here’s an Easy One 
“Speak every day to someone who 

you know is your superior,” said Ed- 
ward Everett Hale. An easy duty. If 

your wife is not at home say something 
to the cook.—Kansas City Journal. 

And Still They Drink It 
Most of the aforesaid 391,641 barrels did not contain real 

whisky, but variously proportioned mixtures of Terre Haute 
and Peoria spirits, prune juice, raw beef, soap, green tea and 
other ingredients sorrowfully included by Lord Bryon under the 

generic designation of swill.—Barrels and Bottles, Indianapolis. 
Ind. 


