
Local Option—The Only Remedy 
On April 17, 1906, there was held in the city of Anna, Union county, 

an election for city aldermen. The outgoing council had submitted to a 

vote of the people the question of licensing dramshops. Every individual 

voter had the right to go to the polls and vote on this proposition “for 

licensing dramshops, yes or no.” 
It was found on the count of the votes that three of the four wards in the 

city had cast their vote against the licensing of dramshops, one ward having 
cast a majority of one vote for licensing dramshops. It would seem that 

this ought to have settled the question but on Wednesday night, May 9, 
1906, there was a meeting of the city council in said city, at which time 

the question of licensing saloons was voted on by the aldermen, five of 

the eight being present. Whereupon three of said aldermen, in spite of 

the expressed will of the people at the polls, voted for license, two voting 
against it and within thirty minutes from the time the vote was cast, three 
saloons were running in the city. Will the men who are asking to go to 

the legislature to represent the people from the different districts say 
that this was right? It is legal but is it right morally? Is it the American 
idea of a citizen self-government? 

If the citizens of a town should vote that stock should not run at large 
upon the streets, that vote would be carefully carried out by the city 
council but when it comes to licensing dramshops by which a boy may be 

debauched, homes ruined, the morals of the community corrupted, families 

beggarized and men made criminals, the voice of the people is not heard. 
Of the five men who seek to go to the legislature from this district, 

two of them in the last legislature voted right. Will the decent element 
stand by these two men? Of the other three, one is a saloonkeeper, another 
is a man who evades answering a direct question as to whether he will 

support a law that will give the people the right by a majority vote to 

dispense with the saloon if they so desire. The third is a man who says 
if elected he will stand by the rights of the people. It seems to me that 
the duty of every liberty-loving citizen, who is in sympathy with the Ameri- 
can idea of self-government, must see to it that men who are willing to give 
the right to vote upon the question and make that vote mandatory should 
be nominated and elected. 

It is sometimes said that the farmers will not come to a town to do 
their trading where the saloons are not found. We want to give the re- 

sult of a recent campaign made by two men for sheriff of Massac county, 
Illinois. One was a saloon keeper, the other a Christian gentleman. The 

fjght was made squarely upon the question of whisky or no whisky. The 
saloon keeper took the side of the saloon, while the Christian man stood 
out boldly against licensing saloons. On Saturday, April 28, primaries 
were held in this county for the nomination of county officers. Upon 
counting the vote, it was found that the man who stood against the saloons 
had a majority of 520 votes, his party having cast for President McKinley 
in 1900 a vote of 2,057. Straws tell which way the wind is blowing. 

The Child and the Saloon 
William F. Zuerner, chief probation 

officer for the juvenile court, has started 

a crusade against saloon keepers who 

violate the city and state laws for pro- 
tection of children. In swearing out 

several warrants, Mr. Zuerner has an- 

nounced that he has no desire to make 

wholesale arrests, but that he is in ear- 

nest. He hopes that arrests already 
made will be taken as an indication of 

his sincerity, and that other saloon 

keepers of the city will profit by the 

warning. 
That Mr. Zuerner’s chief object in 

this crusade is the protection of child- 

hood is shown by the attitude which is 

governing him in these arrests. He is 

not looking for technical violations of 

the law, the sale of liquor to minors 

who have the appearance of full grown 

men, but he has declared war on the 

men who sell intoxicants to young boys 
and girls. His experience as chief pro- 
bation officer of the juvenile court, brief 

as it has been, fortified by knowledge 
gained in former work in public posi- 
tions, has taught Mr. Zuerner that the 

majority of the offenses, both minor and 

grave, of the boys who find their way to 

the juvenile court, can be traced to the 

saloons and to the fact that these chil- 

dren are permitted to loaf in them, to 

hear the barroom talk of hardened men 

and to drink. He believes that if chil- 

dren can be kept out of the saloons, the 

juvenile court will have gone far to- 

ward accomplishing the work for which 

it was established—the protection and 

not the punishment of the child.—Mil- 
waukee Sentinel. 

Business Honesty 
"And now, my son,” said the bank 

manager, "on this, the threshold of 

your business life, I desire to impress 
one thought upon you. Honesty, ever 

and always, is the policy that is best.” 
“Yes, father,” said the young man. 

"And, by the way,” appended the 

graybeard, “I would urge you to read 

up a little on common law. It will 

amaze you to find how many things 
you can do in a business way and still 

be honest.”—Tit Bits. 

A Two-Edged Sword 
The liquor Interests use the boycott. 

Do they forget that that sword has two 

edges? Suppose temperance people 
wield it also? The truth is, that the 

brains, power and money of the land 
are more generally in steady heads and 
sober hands than in the trembling heads 
and hands of the drinker or saloon 

keeper. If this line of warfare becomes 

general it will mean the extermination 
of the side now threatening to pursue 
it.—Michigan Christian Advocate. 

The voters who worship in churches 
whose spires point heavenward should 
not cast ballots which drive men hell- 
ward.—Backbone. 

The County Convicts 
The county prisoners, who have for the past two or three 

years been doing duty on the public roads, have been returned 
to the county jail. There are now only three or four of them, and 

they could not do enough work to justify the keeping of guards, 
watchmen and cooks, and for this reason they have been brought 
to town, where they will for the present be confined. Since sa- 

loons were abolished here there has been very little doing in the 
criminal courts, and this or something else has reduced crime in 
this county to the minimum. The sheriff’s office at one time was 

one of the best in the county, but now it is by far the poorest.— 
Springfield (Tenn.) Herald. 


