
Virginia Without Law 
The city council of Virginia, 111., passed an ordinance abolishing 

all laws permitting the sale of liquor in this city, and, as a result, all 
Virginia saloons are doing business without a license. 

This condition of affairs is the result of the saloon men and a 

number of councilmen attempting to lower the license fee from 
$900 to $700 per year. Since the city has no law restricting the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, if the saloon men are prosecuted it will 
have to be done by the county court.—Champion of Fair Play. 
The above item from the retail liquor dealers’ official organ, is one of 

the innumerable evidences of their joy in any case where it may be difficult 
to enforce the law. In their desire to encourage law violation in the above, 
they are either ignorant concerning the law or untruthful in stating it. 
We believe it is the latter, because the Champion of Fair Play knows well 
that under the dramshop act in this state the justices of the peace have 

jurisdiction, and it is not necessary to take the case to the county court 

Without any ordinance governing the proposition in Virginia City, the 
status of affairs is that of “prohibition” absolute and unequivocal, and 
the sale of liquor is none the less a violation of law under these circum- 

stances, and the framers of the dramshop act desired to make it possible 
for a city in that condition to enforce the law with speed and effectiveness 
and so provided that the justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction under 
this act. 

The people of Virginia, Illinois, should proceed at once and show any 
illicit liquor sellers that they cannot depend upon the law as given to them 

by the “Champion.” 

Equality of Opportunity 
Mr. Edwin Markham has made a 

striking aphorism, which deserves to 
stand everywhere as the commonsense 

interpretation of the Jeffersonian doc- 
trine of the equality of men. “Their 
heads may not reach the same level,” 
says Mr. Markham, “but their feet 
should certainly stand on the same 

floor.” Equality of opportunity is all 
that any government can secure. 

Speaker Reed on Hunting 
John S. Wise used to be at one with 

Thomas B. Reed, the former speaker, 
in the opinion that hunting of all kinds 
is cruel sport. The two were talking 
on the subject once, when the big man 

from Maine said: “I never shot but one 

bird in my life. I spent a whole day 
doing that. It was a sandpiper. I 
chased him for hours up and down a 

millstream. When at last I potted him 
and held him up by one of his poor 
little legs, I never felt more ashamed of 

myself in all my life. I hid him in my 
coattail pocket, for fear somebody 
would see how big I was and how small 
the victim. I never will be guilty again 
of the cowardice of such an unequal 
battle.”—Boston Evening Transcript. 

To the Tune of Ten Millions 
With the state realizing anywhere from eight to ten million dollars, the legislators of the 

future will be slow to concur with the suggestions of all the cranks that come along as to the 

best manner to harass the saloon man. This new ruling ought to make the relations of the 
state and the liquor business much closer than ever before. It may be a little hard on some 

dealers in the beginning and may put clear out of business a small number, if it improves the 

morals of the business it will not have been enacted in vain. 

The Ohio Wine and Spirit News, April 25. 

A Serious Mistake 
It was one of the serious mistakes 

made by Congress when that body lis- 

tened to the foolish talk of a lot of 

addle-headed women and long-haired 
men. Two-thirds of Congress was flat- 

footed in their opposition to the aboli- 
tion of the canteen, but they seemed to 

fear public sentiment.—Wine and Spirit 
News. 

To our Brother Pastors and their Churches 
As some misunderstandings have arisen lately in connection with the 

dating and presentation of the work of the Anti-Saloon League in various 
churches in the state, the superintendent would like to make a few frank 
statements of the situation and the necessity of the League adopting the 

policy herein set forth. 
When the present superintendent came into office the Anti-Saloon League 

of the State of Illinois was already a federated church movement, with 


