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The Function of The Church 
The church has always officiated at marriages to bless the 

union, at christenings to bless the issue, at funerals to add its 
benediction to the departed. Benediction has become its chief 
office and is recognized by the entire public as a legitimate func- 
tion. But let the church pronounce its curse upon a popular sin 
and the preacher is at once set upon for perverting the church 
to unholy ends. The church has a mission of benediction, but it 
just as surely has a mission of damnation. Its mission is twofold. 
It is benediction to the good and damnation to the evil institu- 
tion. It must supply balm for the wound, but also it must furnish 
caustic for the festering sore.—Wisconsin Issue. 

“Truth,” liquor organ of Detroit, 
Mich., whenever it hears of a preacher 
going wrong anywhere, always classes 
him as an anti-saloon league worker, 
and thereby demonstrates that it has 
been misnamed. Annanias would be a 

more appropriate title.—Ex. 

Germans for Local Option 
We hear a great deal about the German plea for personal liberty, an 

open saloon and a godless Sabbath. We hear so much of it, indeed, that 
the public are sometimes led to believe such sentiments represent the entire 
German-American people. But such is far from the truth, and that such 
a sentiment should go forth is nothing short of a slander upon thousands 
of godly men and women of this sturdy race, who are numbered amongst 
the strongest enemies the saloon has today. 

The following resolutions at the recent conference of the Evangelical 
Association held at Kankakee, when the German language was almost en- 

tirely used, is one of the best testimonies to the truth of this statement: 

Temperance 
Whereas we are in full sympathy with the spirit and aims of the 

Anti-Saloon League of the State of Illinois, and whereas the people in 
many localities desire to abolish the saloon but cannot do so under existing 
laws; therefore 

Resolved, That we express our approval of the fairness and justice of 
the Local Option Bill proposed by the Anti-Saloon League of Illinois, and 
deplore the tactics employed to defeat it in the last session of our state 

legislature; that we believe the privilege of voting directly against the 
saloon in counties, townships, cities, villages, wards and precincts to be an 

unquestioned right, incident to self-government, and urge co-operation by 
all members of this conference in the plans of the federated church agency 
known as the Anti-Saloon League, which has been recognized by the lead- 
ing denominational bodies of Illinois, to secure the election of a legislature 
which will enact such legislation; 

And that we memorialize the 45th General Assembly of Illinois to pass 
such a Local Option Bill, and hereby direct that a properly authenticated 
copy of this resolution be sent by the secretary of this conference to each 
senator and representative of the 45th General Assembly whose district is 
within the bounds of this conference. We authorize our representative on 

the board of directors of the Anti-Saloon League to represent this con- 

ference at any meetings or hearings of the friends of the Local Option Bill 
during this legislature. 

Still He Did It 
From an address at a banquet ten- 

dered Hon. John G. Woolley, the New 
State has the following: 

“State Chairman Alonzo E. Wilson, 
who is also Prohibition representative 
in the legislature from the 41st district, 
stated that the Prohibitionists in the 
legislature were standing squarely for a 
direct primary measure, and that if the 
legislature bosses defeated such a prop- 
osition it would prove a boomerang for 
them in the coming campaign and might 
be worth thousands of votes for the Pro- 
hibition party at the polls next No- 
vember.” 

Then when this nefarious bill lacked 
one vote Wilson supplied the machine 
with it. We do not know what the 
Prohibitionists will do about it. 

Opened a Minister’s Eyes 
“One Sunday morning,” says Rev. 

Harry B. White, “I was requested to 
teach the lesson to a class of convicts 
in the prison chapel. I consented. The 
subject of the lesson was ‘Christian 
courage.’ Scarcely had I opened the 
topic when a young prisoner raised his 
hand for permission to speak. 

‘Are you a Christian?’ he asked. 
‘Yes,’ I replied, somewhat surprised 

by the abrupt question. 
‘You are a minister of the gospel?’ 
‘1 am.’ 
‘And you have come down here to 

tell us the meaning of Christian cour- 

age,’ he continued with a shade of irony, 
‘Now, see here, most of us fellows have 
been brought to this place by strong 
drink. You locked us up and let strong 
drink go free. And the reason you 
don’t fight it is because you haven’t the 
Christian courage!’ 

The young fellow told the truth— 
the terrible truth. Is it not about time 
we were locking the doors of the rum 
holes? -- 

St. Louis Brewery Merger 
This week incorporation papers for a 

new $10,000,000 syndicate of St. Louis 
breweries will be filed in the circuit 
court.—Ex. 


