
Why Crime Still Flourishes 
The increase in the number of patrol- 

men and the increase in salaries surely 
must be effective in crushing out crime. 
—Chief Collins’ Proclamation to the 
Police. 

And in the same twenty-four hours 

in which this pious hope was expressed 
the mere admissions of the police 
showed that there were in Chicago ten 

burglaries, six hold-ups, one murderous 

assault, and enough minor offenses to 

call for an arrest every seven and one- 

half minutes.—Inter-Ocean. 

By Force of Public Conscience 
At a great Methodist meeting held recently in the Auditorium, 

at which Mayor Dunn was present but left just before Bishop 
McDowell arose to speak and gave utterance to the following 
statement: 

“I wanted to say before the mayor left, that the evangelistic 
movement of which we have been speaking is for the purpose of 

creating a sense of civic righteousness which would make it not 

only possible for a God-fearing man to enforce Sunday closing 
of saloons, but which would make it impossible not to close them.” 

Saloon Forces at Capitol 
Sensation Sprung by Alderman of Springfield—Let 

the Whisky Cat Out of Bag 
Amid great excitement and just pre- 

vious to the defeat of the ordinance for 
a $1,000 saloon license for Springfield, 
Alderman Frank H. Bode last night 
created a sensation in the city council 
chamber, when he declared that George 
Reisch, of the firm of Reisch Brothers, 
brewers, had attempted to coerce him 
into betraying his constituents. 

Alderman Bode’s statement in detail 
was as follows: 

“Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen—Person- 
ally I am opposed to this measure which 
would fasten more firmly upon us what 
appears to me to be a dangerous, unjust 
and irrational system of taxation. As a 

representative of the Fifth ward, how- 
ever, it is my duty to reflect the wishes 
of my constituents, who, by referendum 
vote, have declared in favor of high li- 
cense. 

“That is all that I had intended to 
say in explanation of my vote. Events 
have transpired within the last few 
days, however, which compel me to take 
a few moments of your time. 

“Last Friday I received a telephone 
message from Mr. George Reisch, Sr., of 
the Reisch Brewing Company, asking 
me to call at his office that afternoon. 
I replied that as city salesman for our 
firm my regular route would bring me 
in his neighborhood Saturday morning. 
Accordingly I called about noon. As he 
is the owner of the building which our 
firm occupies, I assumed that he wished 
to see me on ordinary business. What 
he did wish to see me about was this 
question of high license. He accused 
me of being a party to what he called a 

conspiracy to pass a high license meas- 
ure, which he claimed Mr. Devereaux 
and others had planned last summer. I 
denied being a party to such con- 

spiracy if it existed. He said he had 
been informed early in the campaign 
that Mr. Joseph Farris, of the Second 
ward, and myself were both high license 
men and that Mr. Farris, who was op- 
posing Mr. Twyman for alderman, was 
therefore defeated, but that I was al- 
lowed to be elected because later a 
friend of mine had informed him that I 
was opposed to high license and under 
no circumstances would vote for it, 
notwithstanding my open campaign let- 
ter in which I promised to endeavor to 
be guided by the wishes of the majority 
in all matters. I told him if my friend 
said that, he certainly does not under- 
stand me and he did so without my 
authority. I also reminded him that 

he (Mr. Reisch) had, probably without 
thinking, admitted shortly after election 
day that he was greatly surprised at 
my election, not having the slightest 
idea of my being successful. He ad- 
mitted this, but insisted that the word 
my friend gave was equal to a promise 
on my part and that* he expected me 
to keep it regardless of the wishes of 
the people in my ward. I of course re- 
fused to comply. He then notified me 
that unless I voted against high license 
he would order our firm to vacate his 
building in twenty days, viz: by the 
first of June—that if we did not move 
our rent would be raised $125 for that 
month, and if we had not moved by 
July 1 it would be raised again until 
we could not bear it and would be 
forced to get out. This in spite of his 
verbal agreement to allow us to remain 
five years from July 1, 1904, without 
raising the rent. He went so far as to 
threaten to do all he could to ruin our 
business, not only in Springfield but 
in the surrounding towns as well, tak- 
ing pains to remind me of the great in- 
fluence he possessed. He ended by ac- 
cusing me of having “sneaked” into 
office—that if he had known that I in- 
tended to be influenced by the wishes 
of the majority on the license question 
he would have accomplished my defeat; 
to which I replied that if he had the 
power to boss this city he had more 
power than he ought to have. He re- 
plied that he did not want to boss the 
city but that he must protect his busi- 
ness and insisted that whatever he did 
to gain control he did honestly. 

“But I do not wish to give the im- 
pression that I consider myself perse- 
cuted. It was no temptation to me. I 
do not believe he can injure us finan- 
cially to any great extent and even if 
he can, I value some things more than 
money.” 

Mayor Devereux side-stepped the con- 

troversy by remaining out of the city. 
He went to Mississippi a week ago and 
his friends did not expect him to re- 

turn until the saloon measure was out 
of the way. Alderman John H. Mc- 

Creery also dodged the issue by leaving 
the city. It was understood from the 
advocates of the high license measure 

that both the mayor and McCreery were 
in favor of it.—The Springfield Journal. 

New Law for Missouri 

Governor Folk Outlines Home-Rule 
Election Measure for Next Legis- 

lature 
Missouri is looking toward home rule. 

Her governor is in the lead to give 
the people self-government. All right- 
minded people will welcome the day 
when government is taken out of the 
hands of the bosses and placed in reach 
of the people. 

We take the following from the Mis- 
souri Issue: 

Governor Folk will undoubtedly rec- 
ommend to the next legislature certain 
modifications of the present election 
law as will give to St. Louis and other 
large cities all the advantages of abso- 
lute home rule. The bill will provide 
for registration throughout the entire 
state, and also that all registration 
books shall be kept open throughout 
the entire year. Heavy penalties will 
be provided for false registration and 
voting, and will even make the assisting 
of a voter in preparation of his ballot a 

felony. The following are some of the 
salient features of the proposed meas- 
ure: 

1. Voters must know how to read. 
2. Three supervisors of election, cho- 

sen by municipal assemblies, to supplant 
commissioners named by governor. 

3. Registration in country as well as 
in cities, county clerk and two others 
named by county court having super- 
vision. 

4. Registration books always open, 
enabling voters to register any day ex- 

cept Sundays and holidays, and for 60 
days preceding an election. 

5. Certificates of registration for 
voters. 

6. Two inspectors in each city to in- 
spect each registration. 

7. Publication each month of names 
of those who have registered and of 
those who have been stricken from the 
lists during the preceding month. 

8. Supervisors’ rulings final and not 
subject to review by any court. 

9. Only one ballot to be used, names 
of all candidates with their parties to be 
grouped according to offices, the voter 
scratching all except those he wishes to 
vote for. 

10. Assisting a voter in preparing 
his ballot is a felony. 

11. Judges and clerks to be ap- 
pointed by supervisors. 

Boom It 
The annual convention of the Anti- 

Saloon League of America will be held 
at St. Louis, November 19-22, 1906. 


