
if any man shall make application to his employer the day before, he can be 

absent from his labor two hours for the purpose of voting. 
Notice of Convention to be Given 

At least thirty-three days before a primary election, the respective com- 

mittees of each political party shall file with the county clerk of the county in 
which the primary is to be held or with the officers of the board of election 

commissioners, as the case may be, a notice of their respective conventions. 
This notice shall state the total number of delegates which shall compose 

each of said conventions. The senatorial convention, for assemblymen, shall 
state the number of delegates that each delegate district is entitled to in each 

delegate district, signed by the chairman and attested by the secretary of 
the committee, and the number of delegates in such district shall be appor- 
tioned equally to the number of votes of such political party as shown by 
the last preceding presidential election returns. At least twenty days before 
the primary election and the hours during which the polls shall be open. 

Challengers Provided For 
The reader should bear in mind that each delegate ticket throughout on 

the official primary ticket, is permitted to have a challenger present, and 
such challenger must be a resident of the district in which he is serving. 

Provisions for Judges and Clerks 
It is provided that the same judges and clerks shall serve in the primary 

election as in the regular election. 

How to Have One’s Name Placed on Primary Ballot 
The following are the provisions to be followed by anyone desiring to have 

his name placed on the primary ballot who is a candidate for the general 
assembly: 

“Any candidate for nomination for member of the General 
Assembly shall have his name printed upon the official Primary 
Ballot: Provided, at least thirty (30) days prior to the date fixed 
by law for the primary election, he shall file in the office of the Sec- 
retary of State a petition signed by at least two (2) per cent, of 
the qualified primary electors of his party in his senatorial district.” 

Petition May be for More Than One Candidate 
It is further provided that petitions for candidates for nominations of 

offices herein specified, may contain the names of two or more candidates of 
the same political party for the same or different offices,—and then follows 
the form of the petition which is as follows: 

Form of Petition 

“We, the undersigned, members of and affiliated with the- 
party, and qualified electors of said -party in the county of 
-and State of Illinois, do hereby petition that of 

in the county of in the State of Illinois, shall be a 

candidate of the party for the nomination for the office of 
to be voted for at the primary election to be held on the 

-day of-A. D. 

Name. Address. 
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Secretary of State to Certify to County Clerk 
Not less than twenty-five days prior to the date of the primary election, 

the secretary of state shall certify to the county clerk the names of the 
various officials who have filed petitions with him, including members of the 

general assembly, stating their political affiliations as specified in the pe- 
tition. « n The Ballots 

Then follows the provisions in regard to the ballots. There are to be 
two ballots voted in the primary election, one of them is the official primary 
ballot, containing the names of the candidates for the various offices, the 
other form of ballot is designated as the delegate ballot. This is furnished 
at private expense, and by any one desiring to do so, the only provisions 
being, after designating the form, that it shall be eight inches in length and 
six inches in width, and they shall all be of the same tint or color. It is made 
the duty of the county clerk to prepare and cause to be printed the official 

primary ballot, 

What Is Beer? 
The Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 

Exposes a Foolish Clause in Manv 
Focal Option Statutes 

The recent decision by a Chicago 
judge which nullified a $17,500 verdict 

against three saloons of that city, for 

selling liquor to a drunkard in viola- 
tion of law, has directed attention to- 

wards one of the most foolish clauses 
in almost every local prohibition stat- 

ute throughout the country, namely, 
the section which requires a witness to 

swear in detailed accuracy as to the 
kind of beer, etc., which may have been 

served to the plaintiff in any given case. 

It is a notorious fact that hundreds of 

saloon keepers have escaped prosecu- 
tion by the most brazen complication of 

technicalities regarding this particular 
point of the law. The Rochester Demo- 

crat and Chronicle, under the editorial 

head, “What is Beer?” epitomizes the 

question and dissipates a great deal of 

illogical discussion regarding the mat- 

ter in the following trenchant comment: 

The Question, “What Is Beer?” 
What is beer iSveryone tninas 

that he knows the answer until the 

question comes up in a courtroom in 

the course of a trial for a violation of 
the excise law. Then he discovers that 

neither he nor anyone else knows what 

beer is. 
The courts have, as yet, established 

no test, scientific or empiric, by which 

the true character of a liquid having all 

the external symptoms of beerishness, 
can be certainly determined. It is of con- 

siderable importance that they should 

do so with all convenient speed, since, 
until they take this step, every prose- 
cution for a violation of the excise law 

involving beer or alleged beer, will be 

a farce, even as now. 

The same remarks apply to ale, 
whisky in all its varieties, and all other 

more or less intoxicating fluids com- 

monly dispensed over bars and grouped 
by prohibitionists under the generic 
term, “Rum.” But these cases are of 

less practical importance than that of 

beer, because, for some mysterious rea- 

son, violators of the excise law have a 

marked preference for beer as a me- 

dium of violation. The police court 

records show that the man arrested for 

illegal selling is almost invariably 
charged with selling beer. Once in a 

great while, whisky is the “corpus de- 

licti,” but the whisky cases are so few 

that they may be fairly regarded as 

merely constituting the exception that 

proves the rule. Beer is the really im- 

portant matter, and, to make the excise 

laws worth while, it is necessary only 
to provide some means for making the 

true nature of alleged been legally de- 

monstrable. 
As matters stand it isn’t demon- 

strable, and, in consequence, the excise 
laws are scarcely worth the space they 
occupy in the statute books. 

To illustrate practically the difficulty 
caused by the remissness of the courts 


