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It was to within a decade that the people of Texas 
followed the policy of shipping their steers to Kansas 
City and then sending to the mouth of the Kaw for 
their beefsteak. That unnecessary transportation was 

an economic waste that was remedied by the construc- 
tion of packing houses in Fort Worth and other Texas 
centers. The fact that these houses were controlled by 
the beef trust does not alter the fact, except that the 
trust largely reaped the benefit of the saving instead of 
the shippers. 

Within the memory of the middle-aged, everybody 
sent their hogs to Cincinnati to be murdered and then 
sent to the same place for their pork. Cincinnati was 

called £ Porkopolis. And not a shoat was raised in the 
city where everybody got their ribs and bacon. But the 
establishment of abbatoirs for the massacre of pigs 
throughout the nation changed the situation and saved 
this economic waste. 

“Moonshining,” a Problem of Transporting Corn 

In a similar manner, the question of transportation has 

often been a factor in the production of distilled spirits. 
In the mountainous regions of the South, there exists 
a breed of men called “moonshiners.” They are not 

inherently “bad men.” Many of them are men of stand- 
ing in their communities, workers in the mountain 
churches and \yho have the confidence of the commu- 

nities in which they live. 
The fact that they live far removed from railways or 

other means of transportation has much to do with their 

being “moonshiners.” They cannot find a market for 
their surplus corn, owing to the natural difficulties of 

getting it to the market. So they have fallen into the 

practice of distilling their little surplus and sending the 

whisky to the market. 
In the early part of the last century, the problems of 

transportation constituted a powerful incentive to the 

production of spirits in Sweden. A principal article of 

production in the rural districts was potatoes. To ship 
the surplus crop of tubers two or three hundred miles 
overland by teams was manifestly impracticable. So the 
farmers adopted the general policy of distilling their sur- 

plus potatoes and shipping the “branvin” to the centers 

of population for sale. This policy grew until in 1821, 
there were more than 170,000 stills in rural Sweden. The; 
introduction of railways throughout rural Sweden had 
much to do with settling this economic problem, though 
by no means were they the sole influence in the reform. 

Problems of Transportation and Distilling in the 

United States 

Similar conditions existed in America before and after 
the Revolution. In the districts remote from water 

transportation, before the construction of railways, the 
difficulties of transportation played a leading part in the 
distillation of spirits. The farmers were unable to find 

a market for their surplus grain. Most of them were 

men of too limited means to feed cattle at all extensively. 
Apparently the easiest and simplest solution available 
was to make their grain up into whisky and transport the 
whisky to the markets by wagons hauled overland. It 
was this condition that led to the “Whisky Rebellion” in 
the western counties of Pennsylvania in 1794, which was 

put down by the strong hand of Washington. The far- 
mers felt that this war tax was an unnecessary burden 
laid directly upon their shoulders, and they openly re- 

volted. It was this situation tl xt had much to do with 
the overthrow of the Federal regime, the election of Jef- 
ferson, and the repeal of the obnoxious law in 1801. The 
introduction of railways and the opening of water trans- 

portation materially aided in the solution of this prob- 
lem. 

Transportation Problems Solved by Denatured 
Alcohol Bill 

The tax-free denatured alcohol bill now pending in 
Congress contains the solution of similar economic con- 

ditions existing at the present time. At present, the 
farmer of the corn raising belt ships his surplus corn to 

Chicago. He receives for it the Chicago market price, 
less the cost of transportation, which is usually about 
one-half of the amount received. The Nebraska farmer 
considers himself lucky if he receives one-half of the 
money that the consumer pays for the crop. Then the 
farmer sends to the great city for the fuel which lie uses 

to heat and light his home as well as to drive the engine 
machinery which harvested his corn. So the farmer 
“pays the freight” both ways; on his crop and on his 
fuel. 

Saving of Waste Products 
In the Southern States, the refuse of the sugar fac- 

tories is now pure waste. 
In seasons of unusual crops in potatoes, the price 

often drops far below the cost of production and often 
they are not dug at all. There is partial or total loss of 
the crop. 

In the far west, the inferior grades of corn find no 

market and total loss is only averted by using it to feed 
stock. In the fruit belt, the “culls” and “drops” and 
“seconds” are marketed at a loss because there is no 

avenue open to consume such products on a remunerative 
basis. This portion of the fruit crop is more or less an 

economic loss. 
The proposal to remove the tax from alcohol, alter it 

has been chemically treated under government super- 
vision so as to make it undrinkable, will solve this prob- 
lem of waste of these products of the farm by providing 
an outlet for them for a useful purpose and at a reason- 

able price. The refuse of the farm at once becomes a 

valuable asset instead of a troublesome waste. Instead 
of shipping his surplus corn to the far markets and send- 

ing afar Tor his light and fuel, the farmer can market a 

considerable proportion of his surplus near to home, 
where it will be made up into alcohol for light and fuel 
for his own use. 

Increased Alcoholic Product can be “Denatured” 

It will result in a heavy increase in the production of 

alcohol, of course. This, under the old conditions, would 


