
r cause for alarm. But science has provided methods 
vfor the treating of alcohol in such a manner that none 

but the most confirmed dipsomaniac can drink it or does 
drink it. This fact is not a theory, because, after sixty 
years’ trial with tax-free alcohol treated in this way for 
industrial purposes, the temperance leaders of England 
unanimously declare that the policy has not been preju- 
dicial to temperance interests in any way whatever. 
Such distinguished authorities as Lady Henry Somerset. 
Dr. Dawson Burns, Joseph Malins, after a lifetime of 
actual observation, scout at the idea of this offensive 
tax-free denatured alcohol being prejudicial to the tem- 

perance cause. 

European Temperance Leaders Favor Denatured 

Alcohol 

In France, Germany and Switzerland, where the larg- 
est use has been made of the tax-free denatured alcohol 
legislation, the temperance leaders are even more enthus- 
iastic over the results than in Britain. The continental 
temperance men are not only friendly, but to a man are 

earnest advocates of this legislation on account of the 
good results for temperance. It was this very law passed 
in Germany in 1888, that opened the door to advanced 
temperance legislation in the Fatherland. It did this by 
stripping the drink traffic of the industrial support and 

compelling it to stand alone, on its merits, and it had no 

merits. It removed the opposition of the powerful 
Agrarians, who were afraid that restriction on the liquor 
traffic would interfere with' their potato market, the 
source of much of the distilled spirits of that country. 

No Increase in Beverage Use 

In most of the European countries, the statistics of 
the relative consumption of denatured spirits and bever- 

ages are not closely kept. Where they have been kept 
for a considerable period, they clearly show that the 
increased consumption of denatured industrial filcohol 
has not been accompanied by a similar increase in 

beverage spirits. In England, where there has been a 

boom in the use of industrial alcohol, there has been an 

accompanying radical decrease in the consumption of 

beverage spirits. This tendency has been continuous for 
half a dozen years. In Norway, where the statistics are 

closely and critically kept, the same tendency appears. 
Under date of March 15, Anders Th. Kiaer, Secretary 
of the Norwegian Bureau of Statistics, writes: 

“The consumption of denatured spirits for industrial 
or scientific purposes has increased from 582,000 litres 
in 1900 to about 891,000 in 1904; during the same time— 
a period of economically bad times—the consumption 
of alcohol in (not denatured) spirits, beer and wine in 
Norway decreased from 2.77 to 2.06 litres per inhabitant, 
and the number of arrests for drunkenness in our three 
largest cities decreased from 24,000 to 14,000.” 

In a still more marked degree, the same phenomenon 
appears in the statistics of Switzerland. In that country, 
the government holds the absolute monopoly of the. 
wholesale traffic. There is no pretense that this is a 

temperance measure. It is regarded and intended as 

solely a fiscal and hygienic measure. It is the policy of 
the Swiss government to sell beverage spirits at whole- 

sale at a very high price and to ^ell denatured alcohol, 
for industrial purposes, at practically cost. 

In his excellent work “L’Alcoolsme et les moyens de 
le combattre,” Dr. Jacques Bertillon (page 157), chief of 
the Bureau of Statistics at Paris; gives the following tab- 
ulation of the consumption of potable alcohol and dena- 
tured spirits for the period since the industrial alcohol 
act has been in effect. The figures given are sales in 
francs. 

Sales of Denatured and Potable Alcohol in Switzerland 
June 1, 1887—Dec. 31, 1888 ... 9,700,101...... 9,906 

1889 9,677,542. 262,152 
1890 .11,632,804.1,234,261 
1891 ..•. 11,797,322.1,692,940 
1892 .11,944,102.1,855,342 
1893 .11,315,350.1,795,935 
1894 9,767,719.1,841,374 
1 895. 9,825,346.1,964,204 
1896 .10,509,762.1,994,268 
1897 .10,995,228.2,059,934 
1898 .11,258,491.2,155,386 
1899 .10,834,708.2,229,914 
1900 .10,152,637.2,190,255 
1901 8,676,619.2,375,627 
1902 8,876,428.2,409,476 

Advantage of Denatured Alcohol Movement to Tem- 

perance Workers 

While this movement is of supreme economic and in- 
dustrial importance, its value as a temperance measure 

is of the first magnitude. For it has the following points 
of advantage to us as temperance workers: 

1. It will relieve us of the burden of what we will do 
with the vast sums invested in distilleries if prohibition 
goes into effect. 

2. It will relieve us of the burden of explaining what 
we will do for a market for the farmer’s grain now con- 

sumed by the distilleries. 
3. It will relieve us of the charge that we are striking 

at any legitimate industry, as we would be if we denied 
the supply of alcohol for proper and useful purposes. 

4. It would have an educational value in teaching 
the young to class alcohol with kerosene, benzine, etc.,— 
articles to be burned in lamps and furnaces rather than 
in the stomachs of men and women. 

5. Our support will win the friendship of thousands 
of manufacturers who are .now fighting for this indus- 
trial ingredient without the slightest intent of injuring 
the temperance cause. 

6. It would open a decent means of livelihood for 
distillers to enter without learning a new business or 

demolishing their property. 
7. It would strip from the beverage traffic one of the 

chief shelters behind which it has hid in America for 
forty years—the industrial use of the alcohol. We have 
no moral, or economic business to place the industrial use 

of alcohol on precisely the same basis as the beverage 
use in the saloons. 

Let us get the saloon business out in the open where 
we can hit it without striking at a thousand useful in- 
dustries, and a hundred thousand honest manufacturers 
who themselves hate the saloon. 


