
above contract requirement and inti- 
mating that the passage of any pend- 
ing anti-alcoholic medicine legislation 
would result in the discontinuance of 
such advertising by the company in 
question. In one case a letter of this 
character contained the shrewd advice: 
“Your prompt attention regarding this 
bill, we believe, would be of mutual 
benefit.” 

Albany, N. Y., May 10.—The patent 
medicine bill, which would have re- 

quired publicity in the use of alcohol 
in all medicines, was left on the shelf 
when the legislature adjourned last 
week, but the fight along this line will 
not cease. In this connection the New 
York Evening Post editorially says that 
“the buyer of patent medicines should 
know what he is buying. It can 

A Comparison of Towns With and 
Without Saloons 

Southern Illinois is perhaps as good a place to draw parallels and make 
comparisons of towns with and without saloons as can be found anywhere. 
Some of our best towns see fit to license saloons, some of our best towns 
see fit to do without the revenue derived from the saloon license. 

Here is a town of nine thousand population. It has had no saloons 
since April 18, 1905. That year the majority against saloons was twenty. 
The people were so well satisfied that in 1906 the majority for a dry town 
was increased to one hundred and seventy-one. The number of arrests 
has been much less since the saloons were voted out than they were before. 
Universal testimony of the people of the town is that a greater proportion 
of men attend church than when the saloons were running. The town 
has a large car manufactory, a knitting factory, and a canning factory, and 
six miles of paved streets. This is Mt. Vernon, in Jefferson county, a 

county that last year did not have a saloon. 
The other is Olney, a city of five thousand people. It has thirteen 

saloons, and has had saloons for half a century, except the year 1901. Since 
then the politicians have prevented a direct issue. The license fee is now 

$750. The policy of the city officers is to have a free and easy govern- 
ment, hence not many arrests. The tax is at the limit of the law, and has 
been for the past twenty-five years, and the city badly in debt. It has 
a brick plant, ice factory and creamery, and about one mile of paved 
streets, none having been paved in the last ten years. The city refuses 
to pay anything toward sidewalk improvements for lack of funds. The 
streets last winter were said to be full of wells (can’t be called chuck 
holes). 

Will any man who favors licensing the saloon tell us why that the city 
of Mt. Vernon without saloons and with its sentiment against saloons has 
not as high rate of tax, better public improvements all the way through 
than has the beautiful little city of Olney with its gr^at number of saloons 
from which it ought to derive revenue? 

A case came under our observation a few days ago which caused us to 
think quite a good deal. A young man came from the country to a little 
city, thinking it a good time to celebrate. He tanked up on bad whisky, 
became boisterous, was arrested by the city marshal and put in the cala- 
boose to remain there over night. In the morning he was tried and was 
found guilty of disturbing the peaee, fined $25 and costs. His father being 
poor, was not able to pay the fine, so the young man for the fun he had had 
was caused to break rocks upon the streets, building up public improve- 
ments that the saloon license failed to do. The father was deprived of his 
services, the boy was disgraced, the mother broken-hearted, and yet, this 
boy lives in the country and not in an incorporated town, but the whisky 
that made him drunk was bought of a saloon paying a license of $1,500; 
and yet men go to the legislature and say that the farmers ought not to have 
the right to vote to protect that boy from being disgraced and building the 
streets in the town liom which the farmers derive no benefit whatever. 
However, I suppose that should the farmer go to town to trade they might 
permit him to drive over the street that was built by the disgrace of his son. 
Local option is the true remedy and we must have it. 

plausibly be argued that all the ingre- 
dients of proprietary medicines should 
be published. We retain our former 
confidence that the passage of this bill 
or one like it is only a question of time. 
Meantime there is a year of grace for 
the nostrum makers.” 

Albany, N. Y., May 10.—The Stevens- 
Wainwright “label” bill, providing for 
publicity in the use of alcohol in drugs 
and patent medicines, has brought to 
light the strength of the alcoholic pat- 
ent medicine trust, which is alleged to 
have sent $100,000 into the Empire 
state to defeat a similar measure last 
year, in which attempt they succeeded. 
It now develops that the patent medi- 
cine manufacturers have secured a 

startling and dangerous grip on the 

country newspaper press, the editors of 
which have flooded the senate commit- 
tee with protests against the passage of 
the measure. The New York Evening 
Post in a special dispatch declares that 
the proprietors of the country papers of 
New York admit “that if the measure 

is passed their profits will be greatly 
curtailed, for a large amount of their 
revenue comes from this source. Nearly 
all the contracts for advertising of this 
sort” they said, “have been made con- 

taining a clause specifying that they 
shall be binding so long as no adverse 
legislation is passed by the state legis- 
lature.” 

The Effect of Liquor Advertising 
This is indeed a startling sidelight 

on the power of the liquor advertisers, 
not only to silence opposition to its 
business interests, but to actually push 
the newspaper press into line with its 

champions and supporters by this 
shrewd and seductive scheme. If the 

country papers of New York and other 
states have thus unconsciously put 
themselves at the mercy of the liquor 
advertising trust, the effect of the gen- 
eral liquor advertising on the great 
daily press of the nation may be more 

or less clearly imagined. The old days 
of bribery and brutal corruption are 

over, but the more subtle and insidious 
method of undermining the liberty of 
the press has not only been discovered 
but has evidently, from these and simi- 
lar declarations, been put into actual 

operation. The evidence in this case 

comes not from prohibitionists or a 

prohibition paper, but is one of the 

regular dispatches of the leading daily 
newspaper of the metropolis. 

He Is Stingy 
A big pocket-book and a little heart 

furnishes mighty poor comfort to a man 

who is engaged in reform work. The 
man who is worth $50,000 and gives a 

quarter to rid his town of the saloons 
is not much of a reformer, to say the 
least. 


