
Court Decisions Hit Beer and Whisky 
Four Vital Judgments in Maine, Ohio, Kansas and 

Missouri, Curtail the Liquor Traffic 
in Important Particulars 

Kansas City, Mo.—An important de- 
cision has just been rendered in the 
United States District Court by Judge 
Smith McPherson, who has refused to 

grant an injunction sought by the Har- 

vest-King Distilling Company, of Kan- 
sas City, which asked that the American 

Express Company be restrained from re- 

fusing to transport packages destined to 

Mississippi. In consequence of new leg- 
islation in that state, which imposes a 

heavy fine for transmission of liquor 
supplies in prohibition territory, the ex- 

press company has just announced its 
discontinuance of the business, and 
Judge McPherson, in denying the in- 
junction, said that if he were to grant it, 
it would result in 250 express agents 
being thrown into jail. It was stated 
that there are now 3,500 packages of 

liquor in Mississippi, awaiting transpor- 
tation, and that if the express company 
were to deliver them they would be li- 
able to fines aggregating $2,500,000. 

Columbus, Ohio.—A notable opinion 
recently rendered by Attorney General 
Ellis, declares that it is unlawful to send 
beer or other intoxicants, even to pri- 
vate families, in wholesale quantities, 
in townships or municipalities which 
have voted prohibition. The opinion 
was rendered in answer to an inquiry 
from a brewing company which wanted 
to sell to private consumers. 

Topeka, Kan.—The joint industry of 
Kansas received a hard blow in 
a judgment just rendered by the 
Supreme Court, which declares that 
there is no power in any munici- 
pality or authorities to license saloons 
or other places where liquors might 
be sold. This judgment was rendered 
in a case instituted severel months 

ago against Kansas City, Kan., by At- 

torney General Coleman. It was the 
contention of the attorney general that 

city officers were permitting joints to 
run under a license plan, and the suit 
was to stop this practice. The judgment 
is to the effect that Kansas City, Kan., 
is forbidden either directly or indirectly, 
by license, fine or forfeitures, to author- 
ize the operations of joints or saloons. 

Portland, Me.—The liquor dealers 
are meeting with trouble in Section 38 
of Chapter 29 of Revised Statutes, in 

regard to soliciting orders, as an in- 
ferior court has recently held, and un- 

questionably properly held, that the ex- 

pressmen are not forced to take orders 
for intoxicants to be filled in other 
states. In the opinion of leading tem- 

perance people of this city, it is not 

possible to read any such authority be- 
tween the lines of that section. It is 
a very clear statute, which, if strictly 
enforced, will considerably handicap un- 

lawful traffic in this section. 

Tack Them Up 
The Political Economy Department of the Illinois W. C. T. U. 

has just issued an economic. poster. It is printed on manila 
cardboard 14x22 inches, in large red and black letters and sets 
forth the latest facts and figures concerning the cost of saloons to 
the taxpayers. We want it tacked up in every depot, postoffice, 
cheese factory, auction stand and on barns and fence-posts, or 

wherever it can be seen of men. It will provoke discussion and 
reach where a lecturer cannot go. For sale at 5 cents each, by 
Mrs. Eva Kinney Miller, 723 Jackson St., Peoria, III. 

It makes a vast difference whether 
vice and crime are committed in spite 
of law or under the sanction and pro- 
tection of the law.—Lyman Beecher, 
D. D. 
_ 

Every year I live increases my con- 

viction that the use of intoxicating 
drinks is a greater destroying force to 
life and virtue than all other physical 
evils combined.—-Henry Ward Beecher. 

Just to Protect 
At the annual conference of the 

Structural Building Trades Alliance of 
America in St. Louis last week, a reso- 

lution was passed unanimously asking 
the local unions affiliated with it to urge 
their members against the use of alco- 
holic liquors, the object being, it is said, 
not so much to encourage temperance 
as to protect workmen from accident. 

Immunity Baths for Criminals 

New Company to Protect the Saloon 
Trade 

Violators to be Shielded by Indemnity 
Organization with Large Capital 

We are in receipt of a letter, together 
with a circular, which shows a new tack 
in the liquor industry. The circular is 
self-explanatory, and we deem it of suf- 
ficient importance to print it in full, 
headings and all. As one reads this 
document the question *at once natu- 
rally arises in his mind: Is it possible 
for an organization which sets forth as 

its express purpose the protection of vio- 
lators of law, to find legal ground for its 
existence under the stars and stripes? 
With this in mind, read what follows: 

DRAMSHOP INDEMNITY 

Protect Yourself, Your Bondsmen and 
the Owner of the Building Against 

the Hazards of the Dramshop 
Business 

One Civil Suit May Take Your Entire 
Capital, Financially Imperil Your 

Bondsmen, or Take the Building 
In Which Your Dramshop 

Is Operated 

Prevent the Great Impairment of Your 
Financial Standing From the 

Nature of Your Business. 

The Indemnity 
We issue an Indemnity bond to the 

dramshop keeper, completely covering 
all liability under sections five and nine 
of chapter forty-three of the Illinois 
statute known as the “Dramshop Act.” 
This bond is so written that It auto- 
matically includes the dramshop keeper, 
his bondsmen and the owner of the 
building in which the dramshop is oper- 
ated, indemnifying each and all against 
any and all final judgments obtained by 
civil prosecution by reason of any per- 
son sustaining damage, in person or 
property or means of support, under 
either of said sections, whether sued 
severally or jointly, and, in addition 
thereto, defend all suits from beginning 
to final judgment at our expense. 

The Dramshop Business 

The dramshop business has become a 
recognized and necessary department of 
our nation’s commerce, and is just as 
necessary to the future welfare of our 
people, and deserves as equally high 
legal and business standing as any other 
department of commerce, yet the laws 
of this state are in many instances so 
oppressive and the business so wrong- 
fully condemned, that it makes the 
dramshop business almost a prohibited 
occupation. The entire system of dram- 
shop laws, as a matter of judicial opera- 
tion, are vastly out of balance. In fact, 
the prescribed legal rights of persons 
engaged in this business are immeasur- 
ably abrogated as compared to that of 
any other business. In addition thereto, 
there exists an unnatural and unwar- 


