
A Remarkable Document 
The Prohibition National Committee 

lias forwarded to this office sundry items 

of interest, from among which we clip 
the following as one of the very best: 

“In 1834, Edward C. Delevan, founder 

of the New York State Temperance So- 

ciety, produced the following document 

to which he procured the signatures of 

twelve presidents of the United States. 

The document and names are as fol- 

lows: 
“Being satisfied from observation 

and experience, as well as from medical 

testimony, that ardent spirit as a drink 

is not only needless but. hurtful, and 

that the entire disuse of it would tend 

to promote the health, the virtue and 

the happiness of the community, we 

hereby express our conviction that 

should the citizens of the United States, 
and especially the young men, discon- 

tinue entirely the use of it, they would 

not only promote their own personal 
benefit but the good of our country and 

of the world.” 
Andrew Jackson, 
James Madison, 
John Quincy Adams, 

Martin Van Buren, 

John Tyler, 
James K. Polk, 
Zachary Taylor, 
Millard Fillmore, 
Franklin Pierce, 
James Buchanan, 
Abraham Lincoln, 
Andrew Johnson, 

Phoebe Cousins Makes Break 

Charges Whisky and Beer With Killing 

Qualities! 
There is a large able-bodied joke 

floating around Washington on Phoebe 

Cousins, the obstreperous lady from St. 

Louis, who breaks into the newspapers 

occasionally. Recently she attended a 

hearing before the Judiciary Committee 
of the House on the Littlefield bill, 
which proposes to head off brewers from 

conducting a speakeasy business in anti- 

saloon territory under the shelter of 

the interstate commerce law. Miss 

Cousins appeared for the brewers, and 

strenuously opposed prohibition. In 

her argument, she declared that the 

liquor business was a blessing to hu- 

manity, as it killed off the weak and 

aided in the survival of the fittest, thus 

elevating the human race. The brewers 

threw a fit when they heard that talk, 
and the liquor representatives hastened 
to the- stenographer of the committee 

and got him to cut out these particular 
remarks of the lady. That is the rea- 

son that this part of Miss Cousins’ ad- 

dress does not appear in the printed 
report of the hearings. The brewers 

did not wish to advertise the fact that 

their products killed off even the 

weakest. 

Keep Making it Worse 
The liquor dealers are poor even at imitating. Even their best rep- 

resentatives show a woeful lack of the first principles of tact in presenting 
a report. What a confession of weakness of position. 

The National Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association held its convention 

in Louisville, Ky., recently. We give, as a sample, part of the manager s 

report: 
“Wherever practicable the Bureau has urged that the manage- 

ment of campaign be divorced from the trade and put into the 
hands of professional or business men who are not interested in the 
business. In this we have been measurably successful, and each 

year has witnessed an increasing number of campaigns so managed. 
The men who so manage the campaigns know that prohibition means 

an onslaught on the prosperity of their community, and carry into 
the fight the weight of a disinterested conviction which adds much 
to the chance of success. 

“Elections are ordered and laws enacted only upon some form 
of demand which seems to the ordering authority or legislating 
body the prevailing demand. If one side, however small it may 

actually be, makes all the clamor, and the other side, no matter how 

strong it may be, raises no opposing voice, and offers no opposing 
argument, heed is given to the clamor, and such laws as it demands 
enacted. The prohibitionists and the Anti-Saloon League never 

cease clamoring, never cease trying to incite others to clamor in 
behalf of their measure. Their literature flows out in a steady and 

uninterrupted stream and the semblance of public opinion thus 
created impresses legislators. Such was the condition in many 
states during the past winter. The Anti-Saloon League held over 

the trembling heads of many legislators what seemed, as far as 

public voicing was concerned, the club of public demand. It is of 
no avail to assert the truth that such demand is the clamor of rela- 

tively only a few. It is the effective demand, because it is the as- 

serted demand. How then shall these conditions be met? There 
is only one certain and practicable way—arouse a counter senti- 
ment by education which will make itself plain to the legislating 
body. The great mass of voters are conservative, and have little 

sympathy with extremists who champion unfair attacks and im- 

practical laws, but they are not apprised of the facts, and in the 
absence of knowledge of true conditions either‘accept the state- 

ments of prohibition agitators or let matters go by default.” 

It is clear that the liquor dealers have learned something from the 

Anti-Saloon League. The only trouble with the saloon advocates is that 

they have to stand for the wrong while the Anti-Saloon people stand for the 

right. 
We take exceptions to the statement made that the demand tor tem- 

perance legislation is by relatively only few. On the other hand that is just 
the trouble with the opposition. The demand for saloon protection is by 
those financially interested in the trade. 

Who goes to the legislature to influence legislation ? Is it the drunkard ? 

Never see one there except when the representative of the liquor trust 

gets tipsy. Is it the moderate drinker? He, according to his own boast, 
does not care for liquor, he can take it or leave it alone. He would not, 
therefore, clamor for retention of the saloon. Is it the business man? He 

loses in trade every cent that the saloon takes in and is cheated by dead- 

beats who spend all their money in the saloon. No business man, therefore, 
clamors for the protection of the saloon. Is it the manufacturer? He 

forbids his employes to use strong drink. Is it the captains of industry? 
Heads of railroads, mines, and navigation demand absolute temperance on 

the part of men in the service. 
Who is it that clamors for saloon protection ? The brewer, the distiller, 

the saloonkeeper—just a very few. 

Who are they that clamor against the saloon? Thousands of preachers 
and millions of church members. Mothers, fathers, teachers,—all people 
of moral worth and character. Railroad men, manufacturers, industrial 


