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Making Votes for Local Option 
Daniel Webster once said, “There is no throne on the broad earth strong 

enough to stand against public opinion backed by righteous sentiment.” 

We believe there never was a time when public opinion backed by righteous 
sentiment has been growing against the liquor traffic as today. 

A contest is on in the tenth senatorial district, and is especially warm 

in the city of Rockford. The Swedish people of that beautiful city have 

adopted an admirable plan of molding the public opinion of their popula- 
tion. Every Sunday afternoon they hold out-door mass meetings. The 

editor of this paper had the opportunity to attend one such meeting a 

week ago. He found about one hundred men seated in the shade of the 

broad elms of one of the public parks, where pastors of the city and several 

of the laymen in turn were discussing the local situation, the benefits the 

local option law would be if applied to local conditions, and the methods 

by which this bill might be obtained. At the close of each address they 
would sing some religious or patriotic song. We understand these men 

make a business of holding these open air meetings every Sunday afternoon 

for the benefit of the moral life of the community. We were told that at 

one of these meetings recently three thousand people were present. We 

hope and believe that the same or similar plans may be adopted in every 

other city and village of the state between now and the primary elections 

on August 4th and result in great good for our cause. 
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Perry county from the forty-fourth. With the excep- 

tion of one man, Mr. Richard E. Powers, a saloonkeeper 
in Cairo, every man has been corresponded with who 

lias announced himself a candidate for the legislature, 
and we are in possession of information as to their at- 

titude toward our local option. I am quite sure that 

with the co-operation of the preachers of the districts 
and the church membership we shall be able to elect a 

solid delegation from this district, but without their 

co-operation, it may be doubtful. 
In the forty-sixth senatorial district, which was rep- 

resented in the last legislature by Mr. Tippit, the mi- 

nority leader of the house, a man who could have any 
day succeeded in having a local option bill passed, we 

planned for a determined fight for his defeat. After 

corresponding with Mr. Tippit and arranging for such 
a campaign, to our utter astonishment, he withdrew from 
the race, which was very satisfactory to us. 

In the fiftieth senatorial district we are preparing to 

make a considerable fight as two of the three demo- 
cratic candidates will agree to do nothing. If the 

pastors of the churches of this district will give us their 

co-operation, Mr. Powers, a saloonkeeper of Cairo, and 
( ’has. L. Otricli, of Anna, a man that we deem it unsafe 
to trust, can be defeated, and Henry G. Carter, of Mound 

City, a man that we consider safe, can be nominated. 

Any miormation as to men m these districts will be 

gladly furnished from this office. 
As to finances, the year has been a good one, all 

things considered. The entire amount of subscriptions 
and loose cash being $4,173.44. 

The entire amount of expense for this office has been 
for salary, railroad fare, hotel bills, postage, miscel- 
laneous expense, rents, stenographer hire and all ex- 

penses, $1,974.08. 
In closing this report, let me say that this work could 

not have been accomplished only by the most cordial 

support of the pastors of the different churches in the 

territory. Taking into consideration the fact that we 

have but few strong churches in the entire district, the 

subscriptions have been beyond my own sanguine ex- 

pectations. 
As to the outlook for the future, I believe the League 

stands in my district on a firmer basis, and is being 
recognized as the official agency of the churches for 
saloon destruction as it has never been recognized before. 
It is recognized that the saloon is the open enemy of the 
church and that the Anti-Saloon League is just what 
John G. Woolley says, “The most sane, safe and suc- 

cessful application of prohibition doctrine that the world 
has ever known.” 

G. W. Danbury. 

Leading Presbyterian Editor Expresses Views 

Strong Editorial in “The Interior,” Takes Issue with Advocates of New Movement 
The following editorial is from the “Interior,” the leading 

Presbyterian church organ. The League proposes to let the 

Presbyterians deal with this problem and settle it among 
themselves. For the sake of our Presbyterian constituency 
we print this editorial. 

Nothing would be more pleasing to the liquor dealers than 
a division of forces at this time. The League is thoroughly 
hated by the saloon element and this is because of results. 

Let the church take the League at any time it desires but 
let us have no new organization. It would divide the forces 

and hurt our common cause. 

It is worth reading carefully: 
A Needless Organization Proposed 

The proposition which the permanent committee on tem- 

perance made to the late general assembly for a new tem- 

perance federation of the evangelical churches, was accepted 


