
temperance committees, and especially because no church 
has any right to confuse and divide temperance sentiment 

by thrusting a new organization into a field where it has 

always been hard enough to get unity,—The Interior trusts 
that the permanent committee on temperance will abandon 
the project which it submitted to assembly. 

The Infamous Harkin Ordinance Passed 

Monopoly and Permanent Franchise Granted Murdering and Law Violating 
Element in Chicago 

An ordinance has passed the council granting a mo- 

nopoly to the holders of saloon licenses and giving these 
holders the power of transferring these licenses. 

The second section of this ordinance provides that the 
bars shall be let down until the 31st of July so that 
all who desire to get in on the monopoly can get out 

licenses between this time and that, and then they will 
be put up again. 

'I'he second section of this piece of legislative ras- 

cality reads as follows: 

“Section 3. The owner or owners, or his 
or their legal representatives, of a license to 

keep a dramshop or a saloon shall have and 
be given the right to a renewal or reissue of 
such license at the same or different place of 
business upon compliance with the ordinances 
of the city of Chicago now in force or which 
may hereafter be passed governing the licens- 
ing of dramshops or of saloons, and such owner 

or owners, or his or their legal representatives, 
of a dramshop or saloon license may assign or 

convey his right to the renewal or reissue 
thereof to another person, who, upon full com- 

pliance with the ordinances of the city of Chi- 
cago governing the licensing of saloons or 

dramshops then in force, shall be entitled to a 

renewal or reissue of such license ih his own 

name, and each holder of a license, or his legal 
representatives in turn may assign or convey 
such right of renewal or reissue of such license, 
in his own name, and each holder of a license, 
or his legal representatives in turn may assign 
or convey such right of renewal or reissue of 
such license upon the same terms and condi- 
tions as the original owner thereof could do 
hereunder.” 

Progress and the Council 
“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” Wendell 

Phillips was a sage. Had he been in the meeting of the 

Chicago city council Tuesday evening, June 26th, he 

would have been reminded of his own words, when he 

said, “Never look, therefore, for an age when the people 
can be quiet and safe. At such times despotism, like a 

shrouding mist, steals over the mirror of freedom.” 

No, he would not have despaired. Discouragement and 

despair are for the sluggish and the cowardly. Hope 
is the mainspring of human action and is found the 

biggest in the normal, the intelligent, the broadminded, 
in those who read history in long distances in perspec- 

tive, not constantly with a microscope. 
'file city council for a moment has attempted to turn 

back the wheels of progress. The aldennen have at- 

tempted, by fraud and subterfuge, to clothe with appar- 

ent character, a criminal pursuit by metamorphosing a 

special privilege into a monopoly in tlie great city of 
Chicago, and a privilege which, mark you, has justly 
earned and is each day receiving the execrations of the 
sober, Christian manhood of the state and nation. 

License but a Privilege 
The supreme court of this state has declared that a 

license to engage in the retailing of intoxicating liquors 
is a privilege. It has said that the withholding of it 
denies no man of any right. Again, it has declared that 
to withdraw it after it has been granted deprives no 

man of any property right; that it is a mere privilege 
to start with and it is in the province of the community 
to grant, withhold and withdraw that privilege. Why, 
this principle lies at the very foundation of the meaning 
of privilege. Webster says that a privilege is “a pe- 
culiar benefit, advantage, favor, a right or unity not 

enjoyed by others or by all, a special enjoyment, an ad- 
vantage. 

State Must Determine Who Shall Be Licensees 
The above describes a license and the lowest form of 

license, recognized so in the courts. It has been de- 
clared by the supreme court that this license must, 
because of the fearful character of the business, be under 
the police power of the state; under the strictest sur- 

veillance of the state. It has always held that this li- 
cense could not be granted except for one year, then 
only to a particular person, and under great restrictions; 
and last week it handed down a decision in advance of 
its other action declaring that the mayor, the executive 
of the city, he who is responsible for order, for the 
protection of the city, must have the discretionary power 
to refuse these privileges to certain individuals. 

City Council Attempts to Turn the Licensing Power Over 
to the Saloonkeepers 

But now comes the inglorious reactionaries, the states- 

men, the philosophers, the aldermen of the city of Chi- 
cago, and declare by an ordinance that a license should 
no longer be considered a privilege, but for the present 
band of drunkard makers in Chicago and all others who 
will determine to engage in the damnable traffic before 
the 31st day of July, it shall be a valuable thing, a 

property interest, a vested right that these “wreckers” 
can transfer to others, to their posterity, to their estate 
and in fact, can have a monopoly of the whole license 
business. No longer shall men stand on an equal footing 
in the license office when applying for the privilege to 
ruin homes for $1,000 per year, but those who have had 
this privilege for the past year shall have the priority 
of claim (probably because the aldermen desiring the 
job well done are thinking these men have gained a 


