
Forced Into Politics 
The Wine and Spirit Gazette laments the fact that the Anti-Saloon 

League has taken up the fight against whisky politicians, and says: 

“We publish herewith the official prommciamento which the 
Anti-Saloon League of New York has issued against. Senator John 
Raines. Sentence of political death has thus been pronounced upon 
the senator from Ontario. For the execution of this sentence the 
Anti-Saloon League depends upon certain churches and all those 
who allow themselves to be duped and misled by the political par- 
sons !! 

“Here we have the church in politics again, and this campaign 
of agitation is to be carried-on in the face of the well defined and 
strongly emphasized aversion of the American people against an 

interference of the church with the affairs of the state. As a trade 
and part of the legitimate commerce of the country, the liquor in- 
terest of the state is anxious to keep out of politics. It desires to 
pursue its business peacefully unimpeded by political strife. It is 
now attacked again on the political arena, and in self-defence forced 
into the fray. 

“The liquor traffic will accept the challenge of the Anti-Saloon 
League. But let it be distinctly understood that this political fight 
is not of our seeking. The men who are forcing this fight upon us 

have been aptly described by Assemblyman Cox from Erie county 
as ‘ir en who are receiving pay for their services—whose feet are 

in the sand, whose heads are in the clouds, and whose hands are 

among the lowest kinds of politics.’ They mean to drag the liberal 
elements of the state down upon their own level of dirty politics. 
Let them not complain if, in this melee, they get a dose of their 
own medicine. The paid and mercenary agents of the Anti-Saloon 
League may live to learn that the great Empire state is not the 
state of Ohio.” 

Who has driven the church into politics? It is the saloon. 
The Gazette knows that it tells a barefaced lie when it says that the 

whisky element does not want to meddle with politics. Who has controlled 

politics for the last half century in this country if not the saloon power? 
Until the League got in its work there-was scarcely a state in the union that 
could pass a bill unless it had the approval of the liquor dealers. 

The trouble is the church has kept out of politics too long. It is not 

wholly to blame, for it has had no agency by which it could do good po- 
litical work until the Anti-Saloon League came into existence. Then, too. 

it is only recently that we have come to distinguish between politics and 

party politics. 
The church can hardly go into party politics. That would.be ruinous 

to its future mission. But the church can do as the saloon, “vote arrd work 

for those who are with you, irrespective of party affiliations.” And that is 

what the church is beginning to do. This is right, and the church proposes 

to keep right on. 

The church is in politics only to solve a moral problem. It does not 

meddle with other things. We are after the men who stand against the 

moral and general welfare of the land. 

The saloon is the most immoral leech now sucking the life-blood out 

of the nation. It must be destroyed. We wanted to destroy it without 

going into politics but could not. The saloon had so corrupted politics 
that it became necessary to cleanse it. The League will cleanse politics, 
and then with clean politics it will destroy, blot out, annihilate the liquor 
traffic. 

That is the aim of the church in politics. We confess it openly. When 

that is done, the church will go out of politics till a new moral problem 
must be solved by again entering the arena of politics. 

Do you understand what we mean, Mr. Whisky-Soaked Liquor Dealer? 

We are in politics to destroy the liquor traffic. If you like it we are glad, 
and if you don’t like it we are glad. 

Even the Fishes Get Drunk 
Even the fishes in Kentucky streams 

get drunk on whisky. Thousands be- 
came intoxicated from too frequent 
tippling, and the farmers had a busy 
day of it the other day gathering in the 
finned roysterers. 

The Hake stand at a distillery broke 
down, and as a result more than 13,000 
gallons of bad whisky was lost. It 
made its way to Benson creek, only a 

few feet away. Farmers living along 
the banks of the stream noticed early 
in the morning hundreds of fish either 
floating lazily on the surface or else 
leaping playfully out of the stream and 
altogether unafraid of the presence of 
man. The farmers caught them by the 
bushel, and it was not until the news 

of the break at the distillery became 
known that the mystery was solved. 
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Bar Monopoly Goes Into Effect 

Ordinance to Shield Chicago Saloons is 
Law Without Mayor’s Signature 

The ordinance that passed the council 
a week ago, limiting the number of 
saloons to one for every 500 persons, 
became a law without the mayor’s sig- 
nature. It makes licenses negotiable 
instruments. 

The ordinance becomes effective July 
31. It means that after the end of the 
month not an additional saloon may 
begin operations inside the loop. And 
it is not probable that there are ten 
wards in the city where licenses may 
be procured hereafter. 

It is reckoned that 70 per cent of the 
7,500 saloons now in existence are con- 

trolled by the brewers’ trust. To get 
the other 30 per cent will now be their 
aim. This secured and the saloon in- 
terests become as one. 

In Canada, where such a system pre- 
vails, saloon licenses bring as high as 

$30,000, owing to location.' There the 
whisky dealer gives $1,200 for his 
yearly tax. In Chicago it is $1,000. 
Advocates of the new law say it will be 
the means of keeping the saloons in the 
straight and narrow path. If they vio- 
late the law their licenses are at once 

revoked and they cannot have them 

renewed—Chicago Examiner. 

Beautiful Florida 
Florida is making rapid strides in the 

matter of prohibiting the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquors. 
Twenty-seven of the forty-five counties 
are entirely prohibitive, and in eight of 
the remaining counties the traffic is 
cornered in a single town or city. More 
than half of the entire population of 
the state is in the prohibition counties, 
and the law is being well enforced. 


