
a living, virile Christianity. It still needs consecrated men 

and women—men and women who are profoundly con- 

cerned about the salvation of their own immortal souls 
and about the salvation of the immortal souls of others— 
men and women who hate unrighteousness in any form 
and who are willing to bear arms against it. The world’s 
need of such a church and of such men and women is 
manifold and enduring. But if there were no other, there 
is such need in a single direction, in this, our land, as to 

call into exercise every element of strength possessed and 
to inspire to as high and to as consecrated service as the 
church has never rendered. Indeed, an oft repeated 
challenge lies now at its feet. Unless it runs away, there 
is fighting to be done. The field is nation wide. The issue 
is of transcendent import, involving the welfare of society, 
the faithful administration of government, the incorrup- 
tibility of American citizenship, and the well being of both 
the bodies and the souls of men and women. 

The domain to be fought for is this Republic, its man- 

hood, its womanhood, its childhood, its homes and its 
institutions—institutions founded amid tears and sacrifice 
—institutions loved by the fathers and revered by their 
sons—institutions for which men have died at the battle’s 
front, fondly hoping thereby to preserve them to the last 

generation. 
The trophy to be struggled for is a stainless tlag, the 

banner of the free—ensign of a nation redeemed and 

glorified. 
The foe is the organized liquor traffic of America. It 

is an enemy well worth while. It has great wealth. It is 
adroit and cunning. It is resourceful. It touches the 
financial interests of many men. It is desperate. It ob- 
serves no law, human or divine. It violates legislative 
enactments and tramples upon the most solemn consti- 
tutional inhibitions. The rules of civilized warfare are to 

it a meaningless jingle of idle words. It spares neither 

age nor sex. Its banner is a black flag. It is an outlaw. 
Its god is Mamon. It has no religion but the greed of 

grain. No love that the lust of gold does not corrupt. No 

pity that avarice does not strangle. It is marshaling its 
forces for a conflict, the impact of which will shake the 
land. The Christian church of America must meet it or 

run away, and it cannot run away. Its splendid, militant 

past, the memory of its martyred dead, preclude that. It 
must stay. It must fight. And it will stay, aye, it will 

stay, and it will fight—not one but an hundred battles 
before it yields of flies the field. 

If it fights, it will need men—men of moral fiber, of 
sound judgment, and of exalted, inflexible purpose. 

“Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 
Men who possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have honor; men who will not lie; 
Men who can stand before a demagogue, 
And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking! 
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog 
In public duty and in private thinking:” 
The church can win, but it must collect and organize its 

forces and bring to bear every moral influence it possesses. 
These must be wisely directed. Patience must be exercised. 
It must be doggedly persistent. The field is too wide and 
too well defended to be captured by a single charge. It 

can only be won a little at a time. There are citadels that 
cannot be carried by storm at all. They must be invested 
and besieged. Because these strongholds cannot be taken 

by assault, the church must not refuse to take and hold such 

points of vantage as it can acquire. Every inch of ground 
is worth while. Territory won must be garrisoned and 
held. It must educate, educate, educate. It must create 

and keep alive public sentiment. It must lay bare the 
economic waste and weakness of the traffic; its cost to the 

public; its injury to industrial enterprise; its share in the 

production of defectives and dependents; its awful drain 
on every vital force of the nation. While ultimate ex- 

tinction of the traffic must be the goal toward which it 

struggles, it must not refuse to regulate, restrict and con- 

trol where it can. Every regulation, every restriction, 
every successful effort at control means added strength 
and new adherents. 

As for myself, I have seen so much of the economic 

waste, so much of the broken manhood, so much of the 
heart-ache and of the blight and ruin the traffic entails 

upon the people of my own Commonwealth, that I am 

prepared to strike it anywhere and whenever opportunity 
presents, and this whether I shall be in public or in private 
life. It was this feeling that caused me to say to the late 
General Assembly of Indiana, after recommending the 
enactment of a “Blind Tiger” law with efficient search and 
seizure clauses: 

“I do not desire that it shall he understood that I am 

opposed to other restrictive measures, because I have 
recommended this legislation. Such is not my attitude. 
The business is so utterly indefensible from any standpoint, 
moral or economic, that I am prepared to give executive 

approval to any measure looking to the further regulation 
or restriction of the traffic which I believe to be valid 
enactment.” 

It was this feeling that impelled me to say to the General 

Assembly of Indiana in January, 1905, in reference to the 
remonstrance clause of the Nicholson law: 

“The statute should be so amended that the remonstrance 

provided for shall be against the granting of license to any 
and all applicants, and where successful, that it shall be 
unlawful thereafter for the Board of Commissioners to 

grant a license to any applicant therefor during a period of 
two years from the filing of said remonstrance. Such a 

remonstrance will strike directly at the traffic, and not at 
the individual.” 

It is this feeling that caused me last week to declare in 

my own State, in favor of a new clause to the remonstrance 

provisions of the present law of Indiana providing for 

city and county remonstrance. 

It is this feeling that has lead me to declare my full sym- 
pathy with the movement in Ohio to secure city and county 
local option. Such a measure will restrict the traffic; will 
give new territory to our cause, create and keep alive 
public sentiment, and add thousands of recruits to our 

numbers. 

The principle involved in the right of remonstrance by 
the voters of a township, a city ward, a city or a county, 
is entirely sound. It is in keeping with the spirit and 
genius of our institutions. It appeals mightily to the sense 

of fairness in the mind of every just man. This is the 


