
The Universalists Officially Endorse the League 
We are very much pleased to print the resolutions passed at the annual jneeting of the Universalist 

Church held in Elgin, Illinois. We have found this church in the main in hearty co-operation with us in our 

work. We are glad to have their representative on our Board, llis name will be announced as soon as it 
is reported to us. 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE ILLINOIS UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION 

Resolved, that this Convention endorses and urges all our pastors and laymen to use all their efforts to pro- 
mote all rational temperance reform. 

Resolved, that we especially commend the work of the non-sectarian and non-partisan Anti-Saloon 
League and pledge ourselves to aid in its work, and that the Executive Committee be instructed to appoint 
as our representative a member to the Board of Trustees of the Illinois Anti-Saloon League. 

people's government—a government “by the people, of the 
people, and for the people”. I hold there is no more sacred 
right than the right of a free people to drive from their 
midst this nnmixed evil, and say for themselves whether 
they will bear the burdens of defective, dependent citizen- 
ship and economic waste; submit to the injury to society 
and to the public morals and tolerate tbe increase of crime 
its presence entails. 

Let us not base our campaign for restrictive or prohibi- 
tive measures upon thoughtless fanaticisms, but upon the 
duty of the strong to forego their own personal liberty 
in this regard as they daily forego it in other lines of 
conduct, for the protection of the weak, and indirectly 
society and themselves, from the countless crimes of 
drunkenness. 

If the church can organize and unite its membership, 
and inspire it with common and harmonious purpose, and 

give it practical, sane leadership, the days will be too few 
in which to number its victories. 

There is much in present conditions throughout the 

country to justify confidence and to inspire renewed effort. 
The past two years have witnessed a marvelous change 
in public sentiment in this behalf. A change so great and 
so general as to amount to a moral uprising of the whole 

people. The movement seems to be nation wide. The 
wave of sentiment which marks its progress will probably 
recede, but it will never reach again the level of former 

days. Four States, Maine, Kansas, North Dakota and 

Georgia, now have prohibition. The first three by con- 

stitution inhibition, and the last by legislative enactment. 

Two of these, Maine and Kansas, have long inhibited the 
traffic, but there is this marked difference—the inhibitive 

provisions of their constitutions are now being enforced. 
There is in this connection also another fact which marks 
the rise of the people in this behalf—the Governors who 
are enforcing the inhibitive clause in the constitutions of 
Maine and Kansas have both been recently re-elected. 
Alabama and Texas have made substantial progress. 92 
counties in Kentucky out of 119 inhibit the traffic. 

In Tennessee it is permitted in only three cities—Chat- 

tanooga, Memphis and Nashville. In Ohio local option 
and a thousand dollar license law have driven it from whole 
counties. In Iowa many counties are dry, and in Illinois 
a new local option law promises much for the coming 
year. In Indiana 732 townships out of 1016 have excluded 

it—a territory with a population of 1.300,000—an increase 
in territory and in population of more than 50%. 

With these changes in the law in my State there has 
gone a steady, impartial and effective enforcement of all 
the laws of the State. Starting in cities under the adminis- 
tration of Metropolitan police departments, it has spread 
throughout the Commonwealth. And with the increase 
in dry territory, and a stricter enforcement of the law, there 
has come a noteworthy decrease in crime, especially in 
crimes involving physical violence. In 1906 the number 
of murders in Indiana were 61; in .1903, 100; in 1904, 131 ; 
in 1905, 165; being 32 per cent less than in 1903, 55 per 
cent less than in 1904, and 60 per cent less than in 1905. 
90 per cent of all persons arrested for homicide in 1906 
were convicted, as against 74 per cent in 1905. Last year 
the crime of assault and battery decreased 14 per cent, and 
the crime of riot 25 per cent, as compared with 1905. The 
number of persons arrested for drunkenness in public 
places last year exceeded those of 1905, but tips fact is 
believed to be due to the stricter enforcement of the law 

relating to this offense. I appreciate the fact that statis- 
tics for a single year are not conclusive. A longer time 
is needed to measure with certainty the effect of restrictive 
measures, and the stricter enforcement of the law. But 
the figures given show the tendency of this policy—the 
direction in which it is carrying us. This improved condi- 
tion is indeed gratifying in view of the fact that the popula- 
tion of the State has increased and that crimes of the char- 
acter here mentioned have greatly multiplied in a number 
of other states. 

The benefit to society of this decrease in crime can 

scarcely be estimated. The economic value alone is a 

convincing argument for the continuance of the policy of 

restriction, and of law enforcement. 104 fewer murder 
trials in a single year, 62 fewer riot trials, 1,391 fewer 
trials for assault and battery, mean a monetary saving to 

the people of the State of hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
to which must be added the saving in the cost of main- 
tenance of the decreased number of persons incarcerated 
in county jails, and in the penal institutions of the State. 
The last five years have witnessed a decrease of 6% in the 
total number of commitments to these institutions. The 

progress made in the last two years is most gratifying, but 
more can yet be done. 

(Continued on page 6) 


