
Fighting the Drink Evil 
Children or wives, robbed of their 

means of support to any extent because 
of drunkenness on the part of fathers 
or husbands, can get money damages 
by going to court, iinder the provisions 
of the Illinois dram-shop law. This act 

provides for criminal proceedings 
against any one who sells intoxicating 
liquor to an intoxicated person or a 

habitual drunkard. But it does not stop 
there. It provides for civil proceedings 
by which a child, through a “next 

friend,” or a wife, if injured because 
of the chronic intoxication of a father 
or husband or wage-earning brother or 

son, can bring suit not only against any 
saloon-keeper who in whole or in part 
caused the intoxication complained of, 
but against the owner of a building oc- 

cupied by the liquor seller. 
If in such a suit injury is proved the 

child or wife can collect exemplary dam- 

ages as well as actual damages. Thus 
the sum obtained may be so large that 
the saloon-keeper or property owner 

who has to pay it will become an ex- 

ample to others. This dram-shop law, 
enacted in 1874, has been upheld by the 

Supreme Court many times. 
The Citizens’ League of Chicago, a 

reliable organization founded in 1877, 
works for the enforcement of this law 
and others which protect minors from 
evils of the liquor traffic. Last year, in 
criminal cases, it secured 104 convic- 
tions under the dram-shop act. Recently 
this league has made arrangements to 

help poor women and children bring 
damage suits, without any outlay of 

money on their part, when they have 
suffered from the incapacity through 
drink of their natural supporters. Under 
the guidance of the league’s agents, who 
collected the evidence, ten suits of this 
sort have been started within the last 
few weeks. 

No humane person can doubt the ne- 

cessity for this work when so much 

suffering is due to liquor supplied by un- 

scrupulous dealers to men with families 

dependent upon them.—Editorial, Chi- 
cago Daily News, Sept. 19. 

championed this bill so desirable to the liquor interests, was afterward 
slaughtered politically at the hands of his friends. This ordinance has been 

put into effect in Chicago. lias there been any less crime, or will there be any 
less crime from the saloons because it is in force? If so the daily press has 
failed to reveal it. On the other hand every time a saloon-keeper grossly 
violates the law and his license becomes endangered, the Liquor Dealers’ Pro- 
tective Association immediately raises the cry that the revocation of the 
license means not only the loss of $1,000.00, but the one thousand is multiplied 
by the number of years that this law is likely to be in effect, consequently the 

great financial plea is placed over against the revocation of this bad saloon- 

keeper's license. We say now as we said then, it is one of the most dangerous 
pieces of saloon legislation the city of Chicago or any other city in' the state 

has ever adopted and has ever been guilty of perpetrating upon the innocent 

public. 
The Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association of Illinois in their annual 

convention at Rock Island has come out openly and advocated the adoption of 
this law by every city and village in the state. And every friend of temperance 
should keep a close watch for ordinances of this kind coming before their 

city or village council and turn the light on. After each and every provision 
of this ordinance is carefully scrutinized it will he found that it is not the 
limitation of the saloons that the liquor men are after, but the special pro- 
vision that practically makes every license of the nature of vested rights, and 

changes in a large degree the very nature and intention of the license. And 
since the Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association has gone on record as ad- 

vocating the adoption everywhere, we want to especially emphasize the menace 

that it is likely to be to the people of the state and ask everybody to be on the 
lookout for it. We have in mind a certain city in the state where this ordinance 
was before the City Council and would have surely passed had it not been that 
a little item from one of the city’s papers came to our notice. We immediately 
notified the Ministerial Association to get busy, and inside of twenty-four 
hours they had done so and the light was turned on and the dangerous points 
set forth to the city fathers, who when they saw it, by a good healthy majority 
refused to pass the ordinance, though the city is a pro-liquor city. 

Remember that eternal vigilance is the price of effective work when you 
are dealing with the Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association. 

Shall this.(town, precinct, city I 
or village, as the case may be), become Anti- 
Saloon Territory? 

Yes 

No 

X 

Governor Hanly’s Great Address 
The greatest Anti-Saloon League meeting ever held 

within the bounds of the State of Illinois was held in the 
Auditorium of the Y. M. C. A., 153 La Salle Street, Chi- 

cago last Monday, September 30th. Every .chair in the 
lower part of the large auditorium was occupied and 90% 
of those persons were Ministers of the Gospel. The gallery 
was full and 75% of these were Ministers, while a 

score of them occupied chairs upon the platform. Bishop 
G. M. Mathews of the United Brethren Church, Vice- 
President of the National Anti- Saloon League and Chair- 
man of our State Headquarters Committee, was introduced 

by. Superintendent Shields as chairman of the meeting. 
After a few well chosen remarks by the Bishop, he intro- 

duced the famous Preachers’ Quartette of Chicago which 

rendered most beautifully “Glorious Things of Thee are 

Spoken,” after which the Rev. A. H. Iiarnly of the Austin 

Baptist Church offered prayer. Following this there was 

a brief report made by the State Superintendent telling 
not only of the victories throughout the Union, but es- 

pecially of the victory won in Illinois in the passage of 
the Local Option Law since the similar meeting of a year 

ago. The Quartette again entertained the audience, after 
which Bishop Mathews introduced the Governor of Indiana 

who delivered one of the greatest and most eloquent 
temperance addresses ever heard by a Chicago audience. 

This address is published in full elsewhere in the paper. 
It will be an inspiration to our constituents throughout the 

State as it was to all the Ministers of this city and northern 

Illinois who heard it. 


