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Catholics Against Saloons 

In the big Catholic Missionary- 
Congress which has been in session 
this week in the Coliseum, Chicago, 
Father James B. Curry of New York 
criticised the so-called Social Settle- 
ments of the great cities and pleaded 
for the establishment of Catholic 
missions or clubs in place of them. 

Among other things, Father Curry 
said: 

“The settlement club, with a pru- 
dent administration under Catholic 
control would bring our young men 

under the refining influences of our 

Catholic young women and help very 
much toward abating the great evil 
which the settlements of today are 

only too apt to encourage, I mean, 
mixed marriages. 

“It would draw our people from 
what has been erroneously termed 
‘the poor man’s club,’ I mean the sa- 

loon. English speaking nations labor 
under one great curse, the saloon, 
with its hellfire within and its ab- 
breviated doors always half-cocked 
like the trigger of a death-dealing 
gun. 

“A Catholic settlement club will 
do much toward mitigating the evil 
of frequenting the saloon and toward 

removing from our people a re- 

proach, which, thougn not entirely 
deserved, has nevertheless some foun- 
dation in the habits of some of our 

people and in their proprietorship 
of such places.” 

Dr. David D. Thompson 
Dead 

A feeling of inexpressible sadness took hold of the 
hearts of thousands of people in the middle west when 
the news flashed over the country that Dr. David D. 

Thompson, late editor of the Northwestern Christian 

Advocate, had met with an accident in St. Louis which 
resulted in his death in a few hours. 

In his passing from us the temperance cause has lost 
one of its strongest advocates. There was scarcely ever 

an issue of his paper came from the press that did not 

contain telling blows against the liquor traffic. He was 

a member of the Temperance Committee of the last Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Church and was elected 

Secretary of the Methodist Church Temperance Society. 
He died in the prime of life, in the full vigor of his in- 
tellectual manhood. 

We extend to his bereaved family our deepest sym- 
pathy. 

Legislative Minority Leader 
We have noticed several items recently to the effect 

that Lee O’Neill Browne of Ottawa is aspiring to the 

minority leadership in the House of Representatives. 
The Chicago Tribune contains the following item: 

“Democratic members of the House of Represen- 
tatives to the number of about fifteen met in the 
afternoon at the rooms of the United Societies and 

agreed to support Lee O’Neill Browne of La Salle 

county as candidate for minority leader. The fact 
that the meeting was held in the offices of the So- 
cieties is enough to indicate that Mr. Browne will 
receive the support of that organization, which is 
interested in repealing or amending the local option 
law.” 

It matters little one way or the other whether Mr. 
Browne be minority leader or not, as his talking pro- 
clivities are such as to make it only a question of tech- 

nicality anyway. 


