
Charles R. Mabee and His 
Game 

Under date of November 10 a letter was addressed to 

Bishop Luther B. Wilson of Chattanooga, Tenn., Presi- 
dent of the Anti-Saloon League of America, by one 

Charles R. Mabee. A copy of this letter was probably sent 
to every newspaper and preacher in the United States. 

The question naturally arises, Who is Charles R. 
Mabee? The answer is that nobody in particular seems 

to know. It has been reported that he is an ex-employe 
of the Anti-Saloon League of America, the national or- 

ganization of the anti-saloon forces. This is not true, as 

he never was at any time connected with the national 
League. In a recent interview, Dr. Baker, Superintend- 
ent of the national League, said that Mr. Mabee first 
appeared on the scene at the National Convention of the 
League at Norfolk in September, 1907, where he made a 

proposition to work for the League. Dr. Baker said he 
had talked with him but a short time when he made up 
his mind that he was an emissary of the brewery interests 
and he thenceforth paid little attention to him. 

Got Next to Wheeler. 

Mabee seems to have then gone directly to the Ohio 
League and, by misrepresenting what Dr. Baker had 
said to him, induced Superintendent Wheeler of Ohio 
to try to get him employment there. Failing, he went to 

Michigan, where, it is reported, he worked awhile for 
Superintendent Morrow. When Morrow and Baker met, 
Baker told Morrow he believed Mabee to be crooked 
and working in the interest of the enemy. Mabee then 
left Michigan and this is about the extent of his history, 
so far as we are able to find out, with the exception that 
at the present time he has large offices in Detroit and a 

great corps of stenographers and clerks, evidently 
backed with unlimited money, sending out his fulmina- 
tions against the League. 

The question is, Where does his support come from? 
He demands the privilege of going through the books of 
the Anti-Saloon League. His declared reason for this 
desire is to reveal to the world the awful depths of 
iniquity, graft, crookedness, etc., etc. If he were honest 
he would probably confess that his real object is to get 
the names of the contributors to the Anti-Saloon League 
and then turn them over to the brewery and distillery 
interests in order that they may bring all the pressure 
of their boycotting system to bear upon them. 

The Anti-Saloon League has nothing whatever to fear 
from an investigation by the proper authorities, neither 
has there been any complaint in regard to its conduct of 

business, save by the brewers and their allied interests. 

Dr. Baker Sizes Him Up. 
A threatening letter was sent by Mabee to Dr. Baker, 

which called forth the following reply: 
Mr. Charles R. Mabee, Healy Building, Detroit, Mich.— 

Dear Sir: On my return to the office I find a letter from you 
under date of October 10. 

I have no time nor inclination to answer the nonsense of 
your letter, which has already appeared In the liquor ̂ organs. 

I write now to say that neither yourself nor your employers, 

nor any firm of accountants suggested by or satisfactory to 
you upon your initiative will be permitted to audit or handle 
the hooks of the Anti-Saloon League. I told you in my former 
communication that we are not in the habit of turning our 
books over to the liquor interests for auditing. This should be 
sufficient. No explanation of anything connected, with the 
League will be made to you or your employers, or should be. 
One very interesting item in your letter, however, is where 
you say: 

“I have been requested by the Rev. Hervey Wood, Secretary 
of the Temperance Committee of the Convention of Baptists in 
America: Dr. Scanlon, of the Temperance Committee of the 
Presbyterian General Assembly: the Independent Order of 
Good Templars, attorneys representing the National Temper- 
ance Society, and several other organizations, for information 
which will assist them in ascertaining the true attitude ,and 
standing of the Anti-Saloon League of America toward the 
churches.” 

Permit me to say that I do not believe that you can show 
credentials from any of these men or organizations asking you 
to do anything of the sort, unless you succeed in deceiving 
them as to who and what you are, as you did Superintendent 
Morrow, and I now challenge you to produce such credentials. 
If these men or organizations named desire information con- 

cerning the Anti-Saloon League of America, they can have the 
same at any time and in any quantity they desire, touching its 
finances or otherwise, without commissioning a representa- 
tive of the liquor traffic to obtain such information for them. 

Rev. Hervey Wood, Dr. Scanlon or an accredited representa- 
tive of the Independent Order of Good Templars, or the Na- 
tional Temperance Society, can at any time have the fullest 
access, under proper restrictions as to the names of stibscrib- 
ers, to the books of the Anti-Saloon League, and since the 
treasurer’s books are being kept by a firm of expert account- 
ants in this city, who have no connection whatever with the 
League other than as bookkeepers, these accountants will 
be at their service to furnish every detail of information con- 

cerning the finance. The same courtesy is extended to any- 
body else who has a right to the information, but you and 
your employers have not the right and cannot directly or indi- 
rectly have access to the books of the League. Please con- 
sider this as final. 

Since the contributors of the League and the Board of 
Trustees seem to be entirely satisfied with the management of 
the League in its finance and otherwise, we cannot understand 
why the brewers should not be satisfied also. 

Very truly yours, 

P. A. BAKER, General Superintendent. 

Judge Lindsey Re-Elected 
The citizens of Denver have found out that they can 

vote for a good man who is not on their own party 
ticket, without severing their party relations. That is 
an Anti-Saloon League idea. 

Among the results of this kind of voting at the late 
election none is more gratifying than the re-election 
of Ben B. Lindsey of Denver as judge of the Juvenile 
court, running as an independent candidate. The work 
of Judge Lindsey for the boys of Denver is widely 
known. But he had attacked the corporation alliances 
of both the old parties in his state. 

A few weeks ago Judge Lindsey mailed to 25,000 
voters copies of a pamphlet which he had prepared on 

“The Reign of Plutocracy in Colorado.” As he was 

obnoxious to the machine men of both parties he was 

obliged to make the fight for re-election single handed, 
and with a ballot form which he believed would prevent 
many of his supporters from voting for him. 

But the Republican candidate got 15,000 votes, the 
Democratic 18,000 and Lindsey 32,000—nearly as many 
as both the others together. His victory was a splendid 
example of the triumph of intelligence and decency. 


