
„ How Hard Cannon Was Hit in the Election 
c* *■ 

Mr. Cannon wants to know just how hard he was hit in the late election let him study this little 

table: 
1904. 1906. 1908. 

Cannon . 30,920 22,804 29,170 
Democratic opponent. 15,168 12,777 21,791 

Total 46,088 35,581 50,961 
Cannon’s plurality. 15,752 10,027 7,379 

Everybody knows that no fair comparison can be made in the vote on anything in a presidential 
year with the vote on the same thing in an off year. It is idle to talk about Cannon’s plurality only 
being reduced by 2,648 (comparing 1906 with 1908). There was nothing to bring out a full vote in 1906 

and the whole number of Republican and Democratic votes for congressman that year was only 35,581, 
whereas in 1904 it was 46,088, and this year it was 50,961. 

It is perfectly plain that if no fight had been made on Cannon this year he should have had about 

34,000 votes to 17,000 for Bell. But instead of that he had only 29,170 to Bell’s 21,791. His plurality 
should have been 17,000, but it was only 7,379. That is precisely how hard Mr. Cannon was hit in this 

last election. 

Attack on Attorney Heney 
Perhaps no lawyer in America has achieved a greater 

reputation than Mr. F. J. Heney of San Francisco, Cal. 
He has earned his fame by the great battle he has waged 
against wickedness in high places, by his fearless pros- 
ecution of gamblers and grafters, without respect to 

person. 
Last week his assassination was almost accomplished 

by a saloon keeper and ex-convict, who crept up behind 
him as he sat in court and fired a ball into his temple. 
Fortunately the course of the bullet was such as not to 

cause immediate death, and at the present time there is 

some hope of his recovery. 
If the friends of the liquor traffic and the enemies of 

law and order expect to succeed by adopting such meth- 
ods of extermination they will find that they have simply 
taken a cross cut to the terminal station. 

Mr. Cermak in Great Glee 
In the Inter-Ocean of November 8, Mr. Cermak, Dem- 

ocratic Representative from the Ninth District, and also 

Secretary of the United Societies of Chicago, expresses 
great glee over the recent elections, predicting that the 
local option law is to be amended out of shape and the 

liquor advocates have their own way. He gives as the 
basis for his glee this statement, which is headed, Typi- 
cal of Sentiment": 

"The result in the Forty-Fourth District is typi- 
cal of the change in sentiment in our favor. In that 
district the Democrats never had more than one 

Representative, and seldom have had a Senator. 
We elected two Democrats Tuesday, however, and 
also were successful in the Senatorship fight, Theo- 
dore Gill beating Senator McElvain. This district 
is normally Republican by 5,000 votes." 

The difficulty with this “typical sentiment” of Mr. 
Cermak is that Mr. Needles, the Republican candidate 
who was defeated, was running as the saloon champion 
in that district and was backed by the liquor people, 
while Mr. Etherton, the Democrat who defeated him, is 
an out-and-out local option man, committed to the full 
anti-saloon platform, and has always been such, and was 

elected because he stood for local option. 
Another difficulty is that Mr. Gill who, he says, de- 

feated Mr. McElvain, lacked about five hundred votes, 
and Mr. McElvain, not Mr. Gill, is Senator. 

If the rest of Mr. Cermak’s victories turn out as this 
one has done, we fail to see just where his cause for 

rejoicing comes in. He was at least unfortunate in 

selecting this particular district to prove his case. 

Whisky Aids Disease 
The so-called moderate use of spirits which diminishes 

the vitality and lowers the resisting power of nature is 
an active cause of consumption and typhoid fever and is 
accountable for over 80 per cent, of all cases of pneu- 
monia. In fact, there is no disease known and no surgi- 
cal operation performed that is not influenced and made 
worse by spirits, said Dr. T. D. Crothers, of Hartford, 
Conn., in a recent address before the Mississippi Valley 
Medical Association. The present efforts of laymen and 

societies to correct and prevent this evil as a moral one, 

he added, was a sad reflection on the stupidity of the 
medical profession. 

“We would let the people have county option,” said a 

Milwaukee brewer the other day, “if we thought it 
would stop there, but it would be only a step toward 
total prohibition. We’ve got to stop the thing right 
here if p’ossible, but I’m afraid it isn’t possible. The best 
we can hope for is to stave it off for a while.” 


