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County Option is Redeeming Ohio 
County option is wiping the saloons off the map of Ohio at a rapid rate. Up to the present time 

elections have been held under the Rose county option law in fifty-four counties, of which forty-seven 
have voted “dry” and seven “wet.” 

In addition to the forty-seven counties made “dry” under this law there were five counties entirely 
“dry,” which had voted by townships under the older law. Out of her eighty-eight counties, therefore, 
Ohio has fifty-two counties in which no licensed saloon can exist. 

In the forty-seven counties voted “dry” within the last six or eight weeks there were 1,586 
licensed saloons. 

Cardinal For County Option 
Cardinal Gibbons, head of the Roman Catholic church 

in America, has been quoted so often by the liquor men 

to bolster up their side of the case, and so often mis- 

quoted by them, that the following statement by this dis- 

tinguished churchman of his position on the liquor ques- 
tion will be read with interest. 

The Cardinal, it will be noted, is not opposed to prohi- 
bition anywhere on principle. But he, like many other 
honest men, does not believe it would be practicable in 
the great cities. Let us hope he may live to see a prac-. 
tical demonstration that will change his views. 

But everywhere, save in these great cities, the Cardi- 
nal is in hearty accord with the Anti-Saloon League 
view, even to county option. 

These are Cardinal Gibbons’ words as printed in “Bar 
and Buffet,” a Cincinnati liquor organ: 

“I have pronounced convictions upon the ques- 
tion of local option. I have given study and thought 
to it, and these are my conclusions: 

“1. I do not believe that prohibition in the great 
cities is practicable. Attempts to prevent the sale 
of liquors by legislation in these great communi- 
ties would only invite deceptions and law violations 

by liquor sellers and consumers. The result would 
be unfortunate for the city and no good end would 
be served. 

“For such cities I believe high license laws, 
strictly enforced, with constant supervision of the 

saloons, to be the best possible solution of the prob- 
lem. 

“2. Iam heartily and absolutely in favor of local 

option for all other communities. I would have the 

county as the unit in the elections.” 

County option allows those who pay the expense of the 

liquor traffic to vote on it. That's the only fair way to 
have it. 

Kansas Means Business 
Kansas is tired of having the will of her people 

thwarted by the liquor interests under the interstate 
commerce rule. The State Temperance Union of the 

Sunflower State, in its annual convention a short time 

ago, adopted the following resolutions: 

“Resolved, That as a state that has declared for pro- 

hibition, we are entitled to immunity from the invasions 
of the liquor traffic through the continuance of the fed- 
eral government to grant liquor tax receipt stamps to 

parties who procure them purposely to violate state 

laws, and recognizing the great need at this time of 
some relief from the interstate shipment of liquor into 
our state; therefore, 

“We believe that Kansas should send to Washington 
this coming session John Marshall and J. K. Codding to 

go before the committee that considers the interstate 
commerce question and work for such a bill as in their 

judgment will protect prohibition territory.” 

Loyal to the Saloon 
All the so-called saloon cases now pending in the 

Criminal Court are to be dismissed. This is the decision 
said to have been reached by John E. W. Wayman, 
newly elected State’s Attorney. There are about fifty 
cases pending which will not be called for trial by 
State’s Attorney Healy. 

John Northrup, assistant prosecutor, who had charge 
of the Sunday saloon prosecutions, declared that he had 
received no orders to proceed with further trials. 

It was said that one of the first acts of Mr. Wayman 
will be to go into court and order the saloon cases dis- 
missed. It was also reported about the State’s Attor- 

ney’s office that a number of reform organizations are 

planning to secure a new Sunday closing ordinance.— 

Champion of Fair Play. 
Certainly; that’s what he was elected for. 


