
Rockford’s Sunday Lesson 
Rockford is a thoroughgoing town. It doesn’t do 

things in a half-hearted way, but it makes a good perma- 
nent job of whatever it undertakes. 

Last spring it voted its fifty odd saloons out of busi- 
ness. Then it proceeded to enforce the law and punish 
the law breakers. Now it is determined that its own 

people, and especially its young people, shall understand 
the benefits and advantages that result from the no- 

saloon policy. 
The churches of the city and county, through the 

Winnebago County Sunday School Association, have 

prepared for the next Temperance Sunday (November 
29) a lesson to be used as a responsive reading in all 
the churches. This lesson deals with conditions in Rock- 
ford before and after its adoption of the local option 
law. 

This lesson ought to be read by everybody every- 
where. It is not only a splendid showing for the new 

law, but it is a model exercise which might be adapted 
to other communities. We give it in full: 

Moral Benefits 

Superintendent: How many arrests were there for drunk- 
enness from May 7, 1907, to November 7, 1907, the period of 
the open saloon? 

School: 354. 
Superintendent: How many arrests for drunkenness from 

May 7, 1908, to November 7, 1908, for the same period of 
closed saloons? 

School: 176. 
Superintendent: Are there as many inmates now in the 

city jail as before the saloons were closed? 
School: The chief of police says that since May 7, 1908, 

the city jail has been empty the greater part of the time. 
Superintendent: Was the same thing true a year ago? 
School: The chief says further that an empty jail was 

almost unknown before the closing of the saloons. 
Superintendent: Are there as many young men arrested 

since the passing of the saloons? 
School: The chief of police answers that now a very few 

young men are arrested as compared with the former period. 
Superintendent: Give a practical illustration of the bene- 

fits of closed saloons. 
School: Formerly the morning after pay day there was a 

long line of dinner pails, taken from men arrested the evening 
before for drunkenness, their wages having been spent in the 
saloon. Now the bench is usually clear. 

Superintendent. What does the truant officer say? 
School: “I have in mind several families whose children 

were kept from school last year because of insufficient cloth- 
ing; the money went to the saloons. Now the parents of 
these children are providing for their families and the school 
attendance is greatly improved.” 

Business Benefits 
Superintendent: What do the bankers of Rockford say 

since the saloons were closed? 
School: A large majority of the bankers declare that the 

closed saloon system is for the best interests of all the people. 
Superintendent: Give a business man’s illustration of 

these benefits. 
School: One business man reports that his firm has al- 

ready changed sixty names from the deadbeat list to the 
ranks of those entitled to credit. 

Superintendent: What does another merchant say? 
School: The manager of a leading retail house testifies 

that during the last three months their collections have been 
the best in their history. 

Superintendent: How do the leading merchants like the 

system of closed saloons? 
School: The majority of them say that business condi- 

tions are greatly improved and they are well satisfied with 
the policy of closed saloons. 

Industrial Benefits 

Superintendent: What particular change, industrially, is 
noted? 

School. Formerly a large number of pay checks were 

cashed at the saloons for liquor, but now they are cashed with 
the merchants for provisions and home comforts. 

Superintendent: What are the benefits to tbe factories 
and foundries of no saloons? 

School: Employes are much more regular and sprees less 
frequent. Manufacturers and superintendents agree that it 
is a good thing for the workers, and has worked reform in 
many individual cases. 

Superintendent: What does one employer of skilled labor 
say? 

School: “Our class of work is of such high grade and 
requires such skill that we have no drinking men employed 
here. Application cards for employment reject any who use 
snuff or liquor and none such are employed at all.” 

Superintendent: What do the great corporations say? 
School: Many of the great corporations wholly forbid the 

use of liquor and cigarettes, which undermine the producing 
power of brawn and brain and render the services of men 

practically useless. 
Superintendent: What do the life insurance companies 

say as to longevity? 
School: They say that at twenty years of age a hard 

drinker has an expectancy of only fifteen years, and that a 

moderate drinker has but thirty-one years, while a total ab- 
stainer has a prospect of forty-four years. Which do you 
boys and young men want? 

Superintendent: Name some of the railroad systems which 
refuse to employ men who use intoxicants? 

School: The Chicago & Northwestern, the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul, the Chicago & Alton, the Pennsylvania, 
the New York Central, the Santa Fe and the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific. 

Superintendent: Do alcoholic liquors make people insane? 
School: Fully half the insane people in this country are 

made so either directly or indirectly through strong drink. 
Superintendent: Cite an instance showing such result. 
School: The superintendent of the Hospital for the Insane 

at Elgin, 111., says: “There are today in this fair state of 
Illinois about 8,000 epileptics. More than half of them are 

children. Nearly 2,000 of them could, if they knew enough, 
justly point their finger at their father or mother or both 
and say: ‘You are responsible for my misery, through the 
alcohol which has made you its slave.’ 

Superintendent: What are the voices against the liquor 
traffic? 

The School: The Holy Scriptures, the church, the minis- 
try, the Sunday School, joined by science, industry, educa- 
tion, sociology, capital, labor, business interests, journalism, 
and the deeply awakened American conscience all in thun- 
dering tones say, “The Saloon Must Go.” 

Sunday Saloon by Charter 
The Sunday closing question has again arisen to make 

trouble for the new charter committee. The United 
Societies have served notice on the committee they will 
demand a clause allowing the saloons of Chicago to keep 
open seven days a week. As it is acknowledged that the 

opposition of these societies to the last charter on ac- 

count of the absence of such a clause had considerable to 

do with its defeat, it puts the committee in an awkward 

position. 
In fact, it will be between two horns of a serious 

dilemma. It is doubtful if the Legislature will approve 
a charter with such a provision in it. While most of 
the country members have no personal or moral objec- 
tion to saloons keeping open Sundays and all other 

times, they are afraid of the wrath of their constituents 
who have. On the other hand the opposition of the 
United Societies is to be considered when it comes to 

the referendum needed to make the charter effective. 
At the meeting of the committee yesterday Walter 

Michaelis, on behalf of the societies, served notice that 

Monday he would introduce an amendment providing 
that the question whether saloons be open in Chicago 
on Sunday be taken away from the Legislature and left 
to the city council of Chicago. This, he said, would be 
in the line of home rule and allow Chicago to settle its 
saloon troubles itself.—Chicago Tribune. 


