
Catholics with the League 
We have recently received the full text of an address 

delivered by the Hon. John T. Shea of Cambridge, Mass., 
at the thirty-eighth annual convention of the Catholic 
Total Abstinence Union of America, held in New Haven 
last summer. 

Immediately following the convention we printed some 

account of it, but the reports in the daily papers gave no 

adequate idea of Mr. Shea’s splendid address. His topic 
was: “The Anti-Saloon League, Its Origin, Aims and 

Methods, and What Position Should Our Catholic Total 
Abstinence Societies Assume Toward It?” 

Mr. Shea traced the history of the League from its 

birth, showing that leading Catholic archbishops, bishops 
and prelates had affiliated yith it; referred to the work 
done under the auspices of the League by Mrs. Leonora 
M. Lake, “the Frances Willard of the Catholic church,” 
who, he said, had done more than any other woman in 
the land to break down religious prejudice and close sa- 

loon doors. He spoke of the long and patient efforts of 

Archbishop Ireland, of the Catholic church, and the Rev. 
Dr. Kynett, of the Methodist church, to bring about 
a federation of all Christians for the purpose of making 
a combined attack upon the saloon, which they had both 
condemned as the greatest enemy of the home, the gov- 
ernment, the church and the salvation of man. 

The Child of the Church 

He showed how the League bad ixs birth in the church, 
how it has been nurtured and supported by the church, 
and that the church today is in full control of it and has 

the power to right it at any moment when its work falls 

below the church’s standard. 

Calling attention to the broad and liberal spirit that 

characterizes the League’s attitude toward other tem- 

perance agencies and its tendency to destroy religious 
antagonisms, Mr. Shea says: 

“The League resolutely refuses to quarrel with 

any individual, agent or society that opposes the 

saloon. This is why it has been so successful. 
“It insists upon holding all these as natural 

friends. 
“It believes that all the people who desire the sup- 

pression of the saloon should unite without any ref- 

erence to what they think concerning any other 

question. 
Breaks Down Bigotry 

“The League is doing more to break down relig- 
ious prejudices than any other agency in America. 

By bringing people of the different creeds together 
they better understand each other and the false ideas 

previously held disappear by this touching of el- 

bows. 
“The Leaguer who reflects upon the faith of an- 

other is told, ‘Your company is not wanted/ for this 

League is a union that has been brought about, not 

‘by a discussion of doctrine or dogma, which inten- 

sifies differences, but by a real fellowship developed 
out of co-operation against a common enemy/ ” 

Referring to the omni-partisan character of the 

League, he quotes from the official organ of the Liquor 
Dealers’ Association in Philadelphia, which said last 
winter: 

“It is the Anti-Saloon League which is chiefly 
responsible for the big conquests which liquor exclu- 
sion has been making in recent times. The League 
has no politics; it works as effectively in Democratic 
as in Republican communities. All parties look 
alike to the Anti-Saloon League.” 
And he adds: 

“This idea is best illustrated in the successful 
anti-saloon legislation of the two states of Alabama 
and Michigan. Alabama has a Legislature of two 

Republicans and one hundred and thirty-nine Demo- 

crats, while the Legislature of Michigan is made up 
of five Democrats and one hundred and twenty- 
seven Republicans. 

Owned by No Party 
“The League in Ohio defeated for re-election a 

Republican Governor, who had been elected by a 

plurality of over one hundred and thirteen thou- 

sand, electing a Democratic Governor by nearly 
forty-three thousand, while every other candidate on 

the Republican ticket was elected by pluralities 
ranging from thirty to fifty thousand. 

“In 1904, in Peoria County, Illinois, which is the 
world's whisky center, under the League’s leader- 

ship, a Prohibitionist was elected to the lower house 
of the state Legislature, while the same county 
elected a Democratic Senator and yet went Repub- 
lican for President by six thousand plurality. 
Speaking of the results of the League’s policy and 

methods, Mr. Shea says: 
“The League has built up a great independent 

manhood, composed of men who prefer to vote for 
a reputable qualified candidate upon the other 
ticket, who stands for temperance, in preference to a 

disreputable and unfit candidate controlled by the 
saloon upon their own ticket. It will support any 
acceptable candidate with a chance to win, in pref- 
erence to an ideal candidate for whose success there 
is no hope.” 

Saloon Hates the Church 
Mr. Shea takes up the religious aspect of the question 

and shows by numerous quotations from distinguished 
persons that the saloon is the great enemy of the church. 
He cites the words of the Rt. Rev. Regis Canevin, an emi- 
nent Catholic divine, who says: 

“Wherever the saloon flourishes intemperance pre- 
vails, crime increases, manhood is debased and the 
church suffers loss.” 

He quotes from Superintendent Baker this epigram: 
“The church sometimes loses a battle, but never a war,” 
and also from one of the League’s official pamphlets the 
words— 

“The one invincible force which has never yet met 
defeat is the united church of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
right arm on earth of God, the Father Almighty,” and 
he adds: 

“We Catholics find consolation in this thought 


