
Our Christmas Greeting 
The Illinois Issue extends a fervent Christmas greeting to all who read these lines. Let this greet- 

ing be charged with the meaning of the Day in its best and truest significance. 
If Christmas means anything, it means the exaltation of Childhood, and Childhood is the living 

symbol and embodiment of Love. As the Christ Child, whose birth the -day commemorates, was the 
incarnation of God as a God of Love, so all Childhood has, through that event, become the incarnation 
of Love. 

With malice toward none; with charity for all, we must on this Day of days insist that the great 
arch enemy of Childhood, and the assassin of Love, is the Saloon. 

With that truth burning in our heart of hearts we cannot enter into the full spirit of this Christmas 
Day without pledging ourselves anew to an undying hatred of this deadly foe of Christmas and 
again dedicating our lives to the extermination of the Saloon. 

Law Wins in Belvidere 
The law and order people of Belvidere arc waging 

relentless warfare on the lawless liquor sellers who are 

trying to nullify the local option law in that anti-saloon 
city. A friend sends the Illinois Issue the following 
account of recent doings in that line: 

“Thursday, the 17th, the second of our liquor 
trials was held. One Frank Barney was tried on 

two counts for violating the local option law. He 
was defended by the mayor of the city. The state’s 
attorney was assisted by Mr. C. W. Ferguson, of 
Rockford. 

The trial was the first one that has been fought, 
and it was fought hard. The mayor used part of his 

closing plea for an attack upon the ministers and 
the Civic League. Mr. Ferguson, in the closing argu- 
ment for the prosecution, rebuked the mayor and 
summed up the case in a plea that has been the talk 
of the town. 

“The town expected that the usual outcome to 

such liquor cases would be repeated in this one. But 
the jury after three votes returned a verdict of 
GUILTY ON BOTH COUNTS. We consider here 
that it is a great victory. 

Have Themselves to Blame 
The Zanesville, Ohio, Times-Reeorder, an influential 

paper which opposed the prohibitory idea during the 

late campaign, has this to say in commenting on the re- 

cent astonishing “dry” victories in the Buckeye State: 
“The American saloon, as it has existed during 

the history of the country, is passing permanently 
from existence. The saloon keepers have no one to 

blame hut themselves, for the great majority of 

them have openly defied all law and decency and 

brought upon their business the condemnation of 
the public in general. Tiring of vain efforts to reg- 

ulate and control them, the people decided to make 

short shrift of them and put them out of business 

altogether. Unable to see far enough ahead to de- 

tect the coming storm, they continued to defy the 
law, with the result that all of them, regardless of 
whether they have been law abiding or not, are 

ordered by the sovereign people to go out of busi- 
ness on thirty days’ notice.” 

Kaiser is a Teetotaler 
Pursuing a policy of personal reform, the German 

kaiser has become a teetotaler and has pledged himself 
to abstain from all alcoholic drinks for the remainder of 
his life. Ordinarily his vow would banish liquors from 
all dinners which his majesty attends, but not desiring to 

compel the courtiers to follow his example, the kaiser 
lias had prepared a special non-alcoholic drink which 
effervesces like champagne. When dining out he supplies 
liis host with the new beverage in advance and it is 
served in champagne bottles. 

Hit by the Steam Roller 
Because the town of Lyons, in Cook county, went 

“dry,” the Cream Park Amusement Company failed to 

pay its indebtedness to the Commercial National Bank 
of Chicago, and because it failed a jury in Municipal 
Judge Eberhardt’s court awarded the bank a verdict of 
$56,142 against John A. Cervanka, president of the 
Pilsen Brewing Company, and fourteen other defend- 
ants, who, the jury decided, had guaranteed payment of 
the loans made by the bank. 

The Chicago and Milwaukee electric railway has made 
a new rule that it will refuse to carry as passengers per- 
sons known to be intoxicated. The chief reason is that 
all cars do not have smoking compartments and it is not 

desired to carry intoxicated persons in the same com- 

partment with women and children. 

Dr. Benjamin Ward Richardson says: “Alcohol can- 

not, by any ingenuity of excuse for it, be classified among 
the foods of man.” 


