
Early’s Circular Repudiated 
Two weeks ago we printed a fac simile copy of a cir- 

cular from Early’s Mercantile Agency asking each per- 
son to whom the circular was sent to “confidentially 
furnish us (the Agency) with the list of men in your 
town and vicinity whom you personally know to be in 
comfortable circumstances who use liquors in modera- 
tion. It was stated in the circular that the names were 

wanted for the purpose of perfecting an organization 
“through which we (the Agency) hope to have the 
local option laws of various prohibition states repealed.” 

The circular was evidently sent from the Cincinnati 
branch of the Agency, and the name “Early’s Mercan- 
tile Agency” was printed at the end. 

The general offices of the Agency are in Chicago, and 
from there we have received the following letter under 
date of December 16: 

“Editor Illinois Issue: Our attention has been called 
to an article appearing on the first page of your issue 
of December 11, 1908, headed ‘Mr. Early’s Little 
Scheme,’ and giving the contents of a circular letter 
issued recently by our Cincinnati Branch office. The 
conclusions drawn as to the position of this Agency and 
its motives are entirely erroneous, and the facts regard- 
ing the issue of this circular are herewith given you. 

“The Early Mercantile Agency has been in existence 
for nearly twenty-five years, and has branch offices in 

many cities. Its business is the issuing of credit reports, 
the collection of past due claims and any other work 
which our subscribers may ask for in the general fur- 
therance of their business interests. We accomplish 
this latter work through our organization of banks 
and attorneys, which is general throughout the United 
States, and we are continually issuing circular end other 
matter in this connection. The Early Mercantile Agency 
is not identified in any way with the brewery or liquor 
interests. Ou!r subscribers comprise manufacturing and 
wholesale houses in all prominent lines of commercial 
enterprise. They use us for the legitimate purposes above 
stated. We cover so many varied interests that this 

particular circular was issued by our Cincinnati office 
without special inspection, and certainly without any 
realization on the part of our local manager of its sig- 
nificance. Our main office in Chicago did not have any 
knowledge of the circular until a few days ago, and as 

soon as we were made aware of it we called the attention 
of our local manager sharply to the error he had made 
and immediately stopped its further publication. 

“As you have printed the circular with your com- 

ments, we will ask you, therefore, to give equal prom- 
inence to our frank statement of the fads. The Early 
Mercantile Agency is engaged in the upbuilding of a 

legitimate business enterprise. It could not afford and 
will not be engaged in any effort to defeat the local 

option laws or any other great moral movements in this 
or any other state, and the individual support of the 
officials of the organization has always been, and always 
will be, given in aid of all moral issues. Very truly 
yours, “EARLY’S MERCANTILE AGENCY, 

“By P. H. Eariy, President.” 

Saloon Outrage in Cairo 
It has been the history of the Liquor Traffic always 

and everywhere that when the fallacy and falsity of its 
arguments have been exposed and they no longer receive 
serious attention, its friends and defenders resort to 

slander, rowdyism and murder. 

They have reached the rowdyism stage in Cairo, III. 
A citizen of that saloon-cursed town sends us an account 
of a most shameful and disgraceful demonstration there 
on the occasion of a wedding, the bride being the daugh- 
ter of a well-known temperance worker. The writer 
says: 

“The contemptible spirit of the saloon element 
was shamefully apparent at Cairo one night last 
week. The occasion was the marriage of Miss Helen 

Dougherty to Mr. Robert Tollar. The mother of 
Miss Dougherty is District President of the W. C. 
T. U., and is thoroughly hated by the saloon ele- 
ment in the city. In the past these fellows have 
been accustomed to boycotting, disturbing and per- 

secuting everybody who makes any effort to oppose 
their business. 

“On the evening of Miss Dougherty’s marriage 
some of the element declared that a fitting punish- 
ment to the family for their activity against saloons 
would be to make them pay for a beer treat. Soon 
after the ceremony they began their deviltry. First 
a man was sent to the door to demand money to pay 
for a case of ‘soda pop.’ The request was politely 
refused, as the parties were utter strangers to the 

family. A hilarious noise, after the fashion of a 

charivari, was kept up by beating on tin cans, boxes, 
*iron tubs, etc.; then missiles were thrown against 
the house. Police were called several times and 
were seen to quiet the mob, but only for a few min- 
utes. For some unknown reason the police failed 
to control the mob and it followed the bridal party 
to the new home in another part of the city. At 
this place the mob remained all night, cursing, sing- 
ing ribald songs and throwing beer bottles at the 

house, putting whisky jugs upon the veranda and 

clubbing the house in a shameful manner. 

“The groom used every effort to find out the 
names of the parties, but failed to do so. It is esti- 
mated that about three hundred persons were in 
the mob, many of whom remained until morning. 
So far as known, no effort was made upon the part 
of the police to protect the house or disperse the 
mob after the party left the Dougherty residence. 
Cairo has fifteen policemen, and they were notified 
of the disorder. At one time, as is now known, a 

saloon keeper’s daughter was urging the mob to 

‘do good work.’ 

“If Cairo jurors in the past had shown any in- 
clination to punish such outrages, the case would be 

pushed to the fullest extent, but past experiences 
along this line do not warrant any hope of justice, 
nor punishment of a saloon mob.” 


