
President Mullen Strikes an Attitude 
George M. Mullen, president of the Wine, Liquor and Beer Dealers’ Association of New York, in his 

report recently submitted to the twenty-sixth annual convention of that organization, in referring to 

legislation, says: ,, 

“The liquor traffic of this state, from May 1, 1896, to October 1, 1908, has paid 
into the State Treasury in round figures $200,000,000 and practically all amend- 

ments and attempted amendments have been adverse to our business. I believe11 the 

time has now arrived when the wishes of th e men who have paid into the state in a 

little over twelve years this enormous sum of money should be treated with proper 
consideration. 

This swaggering and insolent attitude toward the public is characteristic of the liquor traffic. The 

Illinois Issue desires to inform Mr. George M. Mullen that in reality, and as a matter of cold, hard fact, 
the liquor traffic, if he means by that the men whose money is invested in it, has never, in the last 

twelve years, nor during any other period, paid into the State Treasury, in round figures or square 

figures or any figures, $200,000,000 or any other sum of money whatsoever. 
That Two Hundred Million Dollars is money levied upon the appetites of men for strong drink, to 

gratify which men will waste their wages, pawn their possessions, rob their homes and starve their fam- 

ilies. The men engaged in the liquor traffic have simply added that Two Hundred Million Dollars to the 

price of their goods, have collected it from the people and handed it over to the state. 

AND “THE TIME HAS NOW ARRIVED WHEN THE WISHES” OF THE WOMEN AND 

CHILDREN WHO, “IN A LITTLE OVER TWELVE YEARS,” HAVE BEEN CRUELLY ROBBED 

OF “THIS ENORMOUS SUM OF MONEY SHOULD BE TREATED WITH PROPER CONSIDERA- 

TION.” 

What the League Has Done 
If the Anti-Saloon League had never done anything 

else it has been of untold value in setting everybody to 

thinking about the dangers of alcohol. The following 
editorial from the Springfield (111.) Journal is just a 

fair sample of the way men are thinking and writing 
nowadays to an extent they never did before. This kind 

of agitation is bound to have its effect—an effect that 

will be of incalculable benefit to society in general. 
Read this: “Denatured alcohol has not made much 

headway as a motive power, but the good-natured alco- 

hol, the ill-natured alcohol, the many-natured alcohol, 
plain old John Barleycorn, seems to be driving a good 
many of the automobiles of the land. 

“A locomotive engineer who takes a drink is dis- 

charged. This is right. A drink makes him undecided, 
slow to recognize danger, uncertain as to his right and 

left hands, when error or hesitation means a holocaust. 

But an autoist stays late at the club, and leaves for home 

in a fifty-horsepower projectile, doing close harmony 
with the four friends with whom he has been playing 
bridge, and letting John Barleycorn run the car. 

“He is a more dangerous inebriate than the locomotive 

engineer, for he has no train dispatcher to keep him 

right, no rails to guide his wheels, no routine to follow, 
no fireman to watch him, no conductor to give him 
orders. He is a flying death, a menace to every person 
on the road, as well as to himself and his friends. 

“The mortality from motoring accidents would be cut 

down, down, down, if alcohol could be kept from rela- 

tionship with the motive power. Many a man who seems 

sober is too drunk to be trusted with a machine capable 
of sixty miles an hour on country roads. 

“What’s the matter of a rule denying a motorist’s 
license to drinking men ? Why demand sobriety of loco- 
motive engineers who stay on the rails and waive it for 
motorists who scour and sweep and ravage the roads 
traveled by everybody. Wouldn’t it be better for the 
motorists themselves to exclude the booze fighters?” 

To Aid Women and Children 
The Hon. F. M. Guinn, attorney at law, Vandalia, 111., 

has taken up a line of work which we believe should be 
encouraged, viz., the defending of the rights of women 

and children who have been wronged through the influ- 
ence of drink on the part of husbands and fathers. He 
is giving special attention to litigation in favor of women 

and children under the dram shop act for injury to their 
person, property or means of support. 

Mr. Guinn is a man of pronounced temperance convic- 
tions, also convictions of justice as touching this com- 

paratively helpless class. We are glad that some one 

has risen up to give it special attention, and we trust 
that there will be more. 

If all the saloons that have been closed in the United 
States since January 1, 1908, were placed side by side, 
counting twenty-five feet front to each saloon, it would 
make a solid row of saloons more than fifty miles long! 


