
all, they stood open there day and night to our youth— 
easy schools of habit, with no entrance requirements 
and minimum fees—sanctioned by us, apparently. 

And now, a year without them—and what of it? Well, 
no one disputes that the gross quantity of alcoholics 
consumed in the community—farms and quarries and 
all—is greatly diminished; a definite physiological gain, 
anyway. The confirmed drinkers have drunk less and 
been drunk more times. The doctors tell us that’s bet- 
ter for them. Some have shown considerable periods of 

sobriety. The wives generally, with Mrs. Hurd, prefer 
the “spreed” career. Variety, even in pusillanimity, is 
worth something. Hard cider has been in increased 

demand, and one thoughtful tourist son sent to his dis- 

gruntled and dyspeptic father a full hogshead of Ja- 

maica rum. Only the stomach pump saved some of them 
after this. But to our young men with habits forming 
(and our girls are, of course, equally involved), with too 

much mother-feeling yet, and blood, to sneak for drinks, 
who were going to the bar because the man ahead went 

—to these we turn and find such a year’s record of ad- 

vancement, and social good living, of increased town 

pride and athletic success and right marrying, that for 
these alone we are ready, with the farmer’s wife, to go 
down in the dirt to keep the saloon from re-establish- 
ment in our town. 

m 

This Advice is Free as Air 
The Champion of Fair Play prints the following: 

A NOTE OF WARNING 
The following typewritten letter, evidently emanating from 

some law office, was received recently: 
“Chicago, Dec. lt>, ’08. 

“Been Bros., 116 Quincy Street, Chicago, 111.: 
“Gentlemen—My husband, F. B., generally known as Fred 

Magaw, has been drinking very heavily of late, and I hereby notify 
you to desist from selling or giving him any liquor in the future. 
If I learn of your furnishing him with liquor hereafter I shall 
bring the matter to the attention of the proper authorities and 
will prosecute you as the law directs. 

“MRS. FRED B. MAGAW. 
“6042 Prairie Avenue.” 

Been Bros, declare that they do not know any such man, and 
as he resides about nine miles from their place of business it is 
more than likely that he was never inside their saloon. Never- 
theless the letter does not forebode any good, and it would be well 
for other saloon keepers who may have received similar letters to 
advise this office. 

We don’t believe any respectable saloon keeper would know- 
ingly sell to a drunkard, but in a city with a population of nearly 
2,000,000, how is a man to know? Some of us don’t know our 
next door neighbor. A photograph or some definite description 
should be given when a notice of this kind is served. However, 
in the meantime look forward and don't sell him any liquor. 

The only safe way is not to sell to anybody. Get out 

of the business. 

It is very sad the way it “kills” a state to close its 
saloons. All the saloons in Georgia were permanently 
closed a year ago today. The value of taxable property 
in the state has increased about four million dollars 
since then. 

Count that day lost whose sun, descending low, 
Sees no new county “dry” in O-hi-O. 

Solid Against the Saloon 
Reference was made in these columns last week to the 

great Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, which met in Philadelphia in the early part of 
December. This important convention was composed of 
450 delegates from thirty-two denominations, having a 

membership of eighteen millions and some fifty millions 
of adherents. 

Readers of the Illinois Issue will be especially inter- 
ested in the attitude of this great representative Chris- 
tian body toward the drink problem. 

Besides refusing to listen to a slanderer of the Anti- 
Saloon League, the council recommended the education 
of the young by temperance lessons in the Sunday 
Schools, and the introduction into secular schools of 
primary and secondary grades of such books as shall 
make plain the effect of alcoholic indulgence upon body 
and mind, and the effect of the traffic upon economic and 
social conditions. 

It recommended the encouragement of every organiza- 
tion or enterprise which strengthens sentiment against 
the use and sale of alcohol as a beverage; the re-employ- 
inent of the old methods of gospel temperance with the 
public and private declaration that men and women 

should be, and by the grace of God may be delivered 
from the thrall of strong drink. 

It recommended a campaign of temperance pledge 
signing by young and old, and the appeal to citizenship 
that prohibitory laws already upon the statute books of 
the several states shall be enforced, and that as oppor- 

tunity presents, these shall be supplemented by more 

adequate provisions until the rule of the state shall be 
the standard of our conviction. 

The following recommendation concerning Judge Taft, 
President-elect, was received with loud applause: 

“We also recommend the appointment by the 

president of the council, of a committee of seven, of 
which committee he shall be chairman, to wait upon 
the President-elect of the United States, in the 
name of the council, offering to him our hearty con- 

gratulations upon the attitude which he has person- 

ally assumed toward the use of strong drink, and en- 

couraged by his word and act, praying him to give 
the influence of his high office, as God shall lead him, 
to the promotion of sobriety throughout the nation 
over which he has been called to rule, and present- 
ing to him likewise the action of this council in 
which the Federated Churches of America declare 
their convictions upon this great issue. 

“AVe commend the action of Congress for the 
abolition of the beer selling canteen in our military 
establishment and national soldiers’ homes, and also 
the appropriation to this date of nearly $3,000,000 
for the erection, equipment and maintenance of 
recreation buildings for the benefit of the enlisted 

men; and we urge the membership of our churches 

throughout the country to resist the systematic ef- 
forts of the brewer to establish the official sale of 

liquors in these institutions.” 


