
Good for Kansas 
The last Thanksgiving Day is not so far in the past 

as to make ancient history of the proclamation pertain- 
ing to that occasion by Governor Hoch of Kansas. And 
part of it is worth reprinting here, even if it were 

ancient history. 
Governor Hoch, in his Thanksgiving proclamation, 

said: 
“One-third of our counties are without prisoners 

in their jails or paupers in their poorhouses; one- 

lialf of our counties contributed no convicts to our 

prison population the last year, and one-half of our 

prison inmates never lived in Kansas long enough 
to get a residence here. Our educational institutions 
were never so flourishing. Our churches were never 

so strong, nor the spiritual outlook more hopeful. 
The saloon has been practically banished from our 

state and its baneful influence almost entirely elim- 
inated. ” 

What All This Means 

Commenting on this paragraph in the proclamation, 
the Kansas City Star, one of the leading daily papers of 
the west, says editorially: 

“The prohibitory amendment to the constitution 
in Kansas was adopted in 1880 and the year follow- 

ing it was enacted into law. For twenty-seven years, 

therefore, the state has held to the prohibition policy 
as the best method for the regulation of the liquor 
traffic, and that policy means that for twenty-seven 
years Kansas has placed the traffic in the outlaw 
class. In that state intoxicating liquor has no legal 
standing. The man who sells it in any form as a 

beverage is a lawbreaker, subject to imprisonment. 
“It is argued in behalf of the rum trade that the 

open saloon helps business. No one has the temerity 
to offer the suggestion that as an institution it con- 

tributes anything to the moral, social or political 
advantages of a community. Its existence is toler- 
ated upon a commercial basis. It adds materially to 

the revenues of the federal, state, county and munic- 

ipal governments. It is also argued that it stimu- 
lates trade and contributes largely to the general 
business prosperity of the country. 

Worth Thinking About 

“It is therefore interesting to note this depart- 
ure from the ordinary form of a Thanksgiving proc- 
lamation by the Governor of Kansas, and his reason 

to the people for giving thanks for the existence of 
the prohibitory law is entirely worthy of careful 
consideration. 

“Kansas is the only state that can be said to have 

given prohibition a fair and thorough test. The law 
has not always been rigidly enforced in that state. 

There have been periods in which the statute has 
been almost a dead letter. But generally speaking 
there has been a vigorous, energetic public senti- 
ment in Kansas that has kept the statute vital and 

operative. During the past two years there has 
been an extraordinary movement to eliminate the 

traffic entirely, and, as Governor Iloeh expresses it, 
‘The saloon has been practically banished.’ 

“The results in Kansas of twenty-seven years of 

prohibition appear to refute the defense made for 
the legalized liquor traffic and this showing is 

emphasized by the fact that the prosperity of the 

people seems to have increased as the saloon and the 

‘joint’ have decreased. 

Can Any Other State Match It? 

“It is doubtful if any state in the Union can 

make such a remarkable showing as Governor Iloch 
makes for Kansas in his proclamation: One-third 
of the counties without a prisoner in jail or inmate 
of a poorhouse; one-half the counties without a 

criminal conviction; educational institutions never 

so flourishing, and a bank deposit that amounts to 

$100 for each inhabitant of the state. 

“Governor Iloch might have added, also, that the 
brewer and saloon keeper is no longer a factor in 

polities in Kansas and the people have just voted 

by a tremendous majority for a continuation of a 

strong laAv enforcement policy. 
“It is well worth noting also that in contrast to the 

Thanksgiving proclamation in Kansas no Governor 
in the Nation has called upon the people to give 
thanks that the saloon exists and that its influence 
is increasing among the people.” 

Challenge From Collier’s 
Here is a challenge from the latest issue of Collier’s 

Weekly to the advocate of the licensed saloon: 

“The largest ‘dry’ town in Illinois is Decatur. 
Prohibition went into effect there last first of May. 
Here is a comparative record of arrests in Decatur 
under ‘dry’ and ‘wet’ regimes: 

1908 1907 
First month (May) 14 69 
Second month (June) 22 95 
Third month (July) 33 81 
Fourth month (August) 29 94 
Fifth month (September) 21 69 
Sixth month (October) 48 91 
Seventh month (November) 37 70 

204 569 

“Policemen and jails absorb taxes more than most 
other causes; these figures have some bearing on the 
saloon argument that prohibition means higher 
taxes. We should like to hear of a community 
where the saloon licenses, even at $1,000 each, pay 
for that portion of the police, the jails, courts alms- 
houses and insane asylums which is devoted to the 
drunkards wrhom saloons produce. All figures wel- 
comed.” 

That is a fair request. If you have the figures, bring 
them on. 

When the last brewery is being torn down, or being 
turned into a breakfast food factory, says an exchange, 
we shall hear the deposed brewer vociferating that pro- 
hibition does not prohibit. 


