
The Ass and the Leeches 
^ 

\J possessed a large and beautiful pasture of fine grasses, lovely lakes and shady forest trees. 
^ ..id walk about and fill himself on the grasses and stand in the cool water of the lake. He at last 

..iscovered that the leeches of the lake were sucking his blood; that he was growing thin and weak even 

in such luxurious surroundings. So he decided that he would enter into a partnership with this neces- 

sary evil. They mutually agreed that for every pound of blood the leeches got they were to give him 
back an ounce. So the difficulty was adjusted. An ox and horse were standing on the other side of 
the fence and overheard the agreement. The ox said, “That is a bright idea, isn’t it?” “Yes,” said the 
horse, “that is a brilliant idea, eminently worthy of the genius of an ass.” 

The advocate of license gives the priceless gem of the home—the boy—for the paltry license fee. 

How it Works in Rockford 
A traveling salenmn who has been in Waukegan re- 

cently tells of the experiences in Rockford, 111., of his 
father, a shoe merchant of that city, in connection with 
local option, says the Waukegan News. The salesman 
came into the city last spring when Waukegan was 

worked up on the issue of local option and was asked, 
in a general conversation how he stood in regard to the 
matter. 

“I don’t know,” he said, shaking his head, “whether 
I am in favor of local option or not.” He gave as his 
reason the fact that his father was engaged in the shoe 
business in Rockford and that if the saloons were to be 
driven from the city it would result in competitors com- 

ing into the empty stores and injuring the business. 
The argument was advanced that if the saloons were 

driven from the city the men who ordinarily spent their 
money for liquor would be in a position to patronize to 
a greater extent the local merchants. The wife and 
children, it was contended, would not have to suffer for 
lack of footwear as the salesman acknowledged was the 
case with a good many people in Rockford at that time. 

The salesman, however, could not be convinced that 
his father would not suffer from the passing of a local 
option bill. This fall, however, he returned to Wau- 
kegan and was again asked what he thought of local 
option, for in the meantime the bill for local option had 
passed in Rockford and the saloons had been driven 
from the city. He was heartily in favor of it, he said. 

Instead of injuring his father’s business, the passing 
of the bill had increased it. Two or three new shoe 
stores had gone into the buildings vacated by the sa- 

loons, hut even with these in the town his father’s busi- 
ness had increased enormously. The arguments which 
had been advanced the spring before, he said, held good 
in the case of Rockford. The men, finding that they 
could not spend their money in the saloons expended it 
in purchasing necessaries for the home. 

Prof. George Macloskie, LL. D., of Princeton Univer- 
sity, says: “The evidence that the saloon is a curse and 
a murderer, is now beyond cavil. This is scientific evi- 
dence.” 

Dixie Fast Going “Dry” 
State wide prohibition laws become effective on Jan- 

uary 1 in North Carolina, Alabama and Mississippi, in 
each of which a majority of counties had heretofore 
prohibited the sale of liquor. 

Prohibition advocates in Louisiana have suspended 
their fight to test the new Gay-Shattuck law for the 
regulation of the liquor traffic, which also becomes 
operative January 1. The anti-saloon people say they 
will be content for the present if this law is enforced 
rigidly. 

Tennessee is the chief center of interest among the 
other states where state wide prohibition fights are in 
progress. The prohibitionists assert that a state wide 
bill will pass the Legislature, which they expect to or- 

ganize and control. With the backing of the state ma- 

chinery, the local option forces are equally confident 
that such a bill will meet defeat. 

Kentucky, the second largest distilling state in the 
union, with 119 counties, has but four in which the 
sale of liquor is not prohibited. 

Virginia presents a string of victories for the anti- 
saloon element, as prohibition now exists in eighty of 
the state’s hundred counties. 

In Texas, where more than half the counties have ac- 

cepted prohibition, the voters soon will be called upon 
to vote upon a constitutional amendment for prohibi- 
tion. 

In Arkansas, two-thirds of its area, or 75 counties, 
are “dry,” and the question of state wide prohibition 
will be presented to the voters for decision. 

Florida is partly “dry” through local option, and, 
like some of the other states, the sale of liquor princi- 
pally is confined to the cities. 

Alleging that Gottlieb Speth, C. F. Berry, E. D. Gates, 
Fred Perry, James McCarthy, Daniel D. Donohue, S. A. 
Dales and Charles McCarry, Stockton saloonkeepers, 
made habitual drunkards of their sons, 17 and 18 years 
old, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bowman have filed suit in the 
Ogle County Court for $10,000 damages. 


