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wholly devoid of moral sense. As a rule, their pa- 
rents had very little control over them.” 

Low Moral Standards 
Here is another: 

“In my experience with the workingman and 

mechanic, I became unpleasantly aware that my es- 

timate had flattered him. ‘Honest’ is a relative 

term; one cannot expect a very delicate perception 
of honesty from men whose rude natural instincts 
have never been ‘toned down,’ so to speak. But 

here, in my numberless conversations before or be- 

hind the bar, I found that ‘honesty’ was laughed at 

and derided. It was always the clever rascal that 
was praised and admired. When they commented 
on newspaper stories, their sympathies nearly al- 

ways, it seemed to me, were on the wrong side—on 
the side opposed to truth and justice. Their moral 

standards were, from their own admissions, deplor- 
ably low. 

“I don’t want to be understood as meaning that 

there were no exceptions. There were, notably 
among the men of the first generation (that is, those 

born across the water) ; but these were, after all, 
only exceptions.” 

Decency Means Failure 

In winding up his account of his nineteen days’ ex- 

perience as a saloon-keeper, a proprietor of an average 

saloon, he says: 
“I had been drawn into the business by a gross 

form of conspiracy to defraud, yet I have no rem- 

edy—so I have been informed by the district at- 

torney—because of the extreme difficulty of getting 
convincing evidence in this kind of case. I conse- 

quently have lost my first $1,000. The brewery now 

holds a good share of my $250 deposit to cover an 

imaginary obligation which I never assumed, though 
T may secure this eventually by lawsuit. And l have 

lost utterly, of course, the credit given to dishonest 
customers during the course of my business. 

“I found in my short experience that it was al- 
most impossible for me to make money decently in 
the business. I lost patronage because I refused to 

allow my saloon to become a hang-out for criminals, 
and a place of assignation; I lost a big source of 
revenue because I refused to encourage hard drink- 

ing among my patrons; and finally I lost all possi- 
bility of a margin of profit by refusing to pay poli- 
ticians a monthly bribe to break the law.” 
We have given here a bare outline of the story of this 

honest saloon-keeper, whose honesty made it impossible 
for him to continue in the business. It is a wonderfully 
interesting story and it will enable many a reader to get 
his first grasp on the real true inwardness of the saloon 
business. Every one interested in temperance reform 
should read the entire article. 

National League “Printery” 
The daily papers having recently published a news 

dispatch relative to the establishment of a printing plant 
by the Anti-Saloon League of America, Secretary Nich- 

olson, of the League Headquarters Committee, has given 
out a statement explaining that the question of a pub- 
lishing house for the National League has been under 

consideration for some time, and has been quite fully 
considered at the last two meetings of the Headquarters 
Committee. At its last meeting at Washington, on the 

9th inst., plans were adopted by the Committee, which 

will locate a plant at the town of Westerville, Ohio, a 

place of 2,500 people, an hour’s ride out from Columbus 

on the trolley line, or twenty minutes from the city by 
the steam cars. 

There has been no saloon in the town for nearly forty 
years. It is a college town, and the interest of the peo- 

ple in temperance! -work is shown by the fact that the 

people have raised a fund, contributed to by nearly two 

hundred and fifty of the citizens, and purchased a site 

to be given the National League upon which to erect the 

plant. 
The plans include the erection of a building and the 

furnishing of the same with an up-to-date printing plant, 
at which the American Issue, which is now being pub- 
lished at Chicago, and other important literature, will be 

printed. It is the expectation to have the plant in run- 

ning order by this coming autumn. 

The plans further include the erection of a Lincoln 

Memorial Building, to bo erected later when the funds 
are in sight, which will be the headquarters for the 

League and for the Lincoln Legion movement, and also 
a sort of library, where will be kept on file up-to-date 
information about the temperance movement in every 
state and every country. 

Dr. Russell will give his time at once to soliciting funds 
for the erection of a building and establishing a plant. 

Lid Was Tight That Day 
When the saloons were voted out of Roanoke, Va., 

Mayor Cutchins ordered the police department to en- 

force every law and ordinance. The first Sunday there- 
after no cigars, cigarettes, tobacco, fruit, confections, 
toilet articles or other merchandise were sold. One cigar 
stand gave away cigars to all its patrons. 

The police halted all milk wagons, drays, wagons, ice 
cream wagons and street hacks and took the names of 

the drivers and owners of the vehicles. The number of 

all street cars and the names of the motormen and con- 

ductors running them were recorded, and the number of 

freight trains running through the city not hauling per- 

ishable matter were noted. The anti-spitting and all 

other ordinances were rigidly enforced. 

The mayor’s order was accepted good naturedly by the 

people and there were no clashes between citizens and 

officers. 


