
Must Not Make or Sell Liquor in Tennessee 
Over the veto of Governor Patterson both houses of 

the Tennessee legislature have passed the senate bill 
No. 1 which prohibits the sale of intoxicating liquors 
within four miles of a schoolhouse in Tennessee, and is 
in effect a state-wide prohibition act. It is effective 
July 1, 1909. 

The vote in the senate stood 20 to 13, the same as on 

original passage. The vote of the house stood 61 to 36, 
the original vote there having been 62 to 37. In each 
house the passage was effected through a combination of 
Republican and “state-wide” Democratic strength. 

The action of the legislature practically brings to a 

close one of the bitterest political fights in the history of 
Tennessee. State wide prohibition was the main issue 
in the recent contest between Governor Patterson and 
the late E. W. Carmack for the Democratic guberna- 
torial nomination. 

The passage of this state-wide prohibitory law was 

announced in the Issue two weeks ago and the news of 
the Governor’s veto and the passage of the bill over his 
veto came just a little too late to be noted in last week’s 
Issue. 

His Eight “Reasons” 

Here are 1he eight reasons which Governor Patterson 
gives in his veto message for withholding his approval 
from the bill: 

“First—As a Democratic Governor, I feel it a 

duty and a sacred obligation to sustain the plat- 
form of the Democratic party, which distinctly 
states the doctrine of local self-government, and 
this measure directly opposes, defies and destroys it. 

“Second—As the Governor of all the people, 
holding my commission from the majority, I protest 
in their name against an act which will set aside 
and hold for naught their recorded will. 

“Third—I veto this bill because experience has 
taught the lesson, without a single exception, that 
no arbitrary prohibition law was ever obeyed, and 
that its enaction brings no settlement of the ques- 
tion, but rather leaves it like a burr on the body 
politic, to irritate and inflame. Such has been the 
case in Maine, where, after a test of more than 
fifty years under a prohibition law, notoriously 
evaded and defied for all that time, it still remains 
an active political question to vex and harass the 
people. In Kansas, Georgia, Alabama and Missis- 
sippi we are today witnessing the same disastrous 
and disturbing results, and there is nothing in the 
situation in Tennessee which will lead us to hope 
that conditions will be different. 

“Fourth—I will not approve a law, by whatever 
name it may be called or whatever mistaken notions 
of morality may have influenced it, which will de- 
stroy property, reduce the revenues of the state, 
increase taxation, take the money of our people and 
send it abroad, foment discord instead of promoting 
peace, and impair the dignity of the commonwealth. 

“Fifth—In the name of temperance, I refuse as- 

sent to an intemperate measure which will cause 

more evil than it pretends to cure, and in the name 

of morality I will not sanction a law that will foster 
hyprocrisy and invite evasion and deceit in the 
people. 

“Sixth—For the manhood of Tennessee, proven 
on every field of war and exemplified in all her 

glorious history of peace, I do not approve a legis- 
lative guardianship which would make weaklings 
of her men instead of leaving them unhampered and 
unfettered by onerous and sumptuary laws interfer- 
ing with their personal rights and privileges. 

“Seventh—For the youth who will bear our bur- 
dens when we are gone, whose bodies, minds and 
souls should be robust with the hardy virtues of the 
race from which they sprung, I would forbid a law 
which would teach and set before them daily lessons 
of duplicity and evasion. 

“Eighth—In the name of our women, whose true 
and heaven-born mission is to bless the home and 
teach honor, courage and truth to their children, 
who are the strength, the inspiration and the sav- 

ing grace of man, I condemn any measure which 
will bring even a part of them into the heated and 
poisoned atmosphere of political strife.” 

Another Southern Governor 

That is the declaration of one southern Governor on 

the drink-selling question. Here is another. Governor 
Glenn of North Carolina said recently: 

“If I had the power to give this country the one 

thing that I think it most truly needs next to the 
religion of Jesus Christ, and which in my judgment 
would be most conducive to the industrial educa- 
tion and moral upbuilding of the nation, I would 
unhesitatingly give it a strong national temperance 
law, and compel its enforcement by the proper 
officers. 
“I here assert that all the wrongs and iniquities 

of the tariff, and all the robberies, oppression and 
greed of monopolies, do not compare with the sor- 

row, the ruin, the misery, the crime, the poverty, the 
madness, the vice, the degradation, the death and 
damnation produced by strong drink. It destroys 
home life; breaks the hearts of mothers and wives; 
takes the clothes off the backs of little children and 
substitutes rags; degrades manhood; makes lewd 
women out of virtuous maidens; stifles ambition, de- 
stroys hope, weakens the body, blights the mind and 
blackens the soul until it turns this earth, made 
for man’s happiness and use, into a hell for his ruin 
and misery. 

“In the interest, therefore, of business; for the 
protection of helpless women and children; for the 
suppression of crime; the amelioration of want and 
poverty; the prevention of disease; the preservation 
of life, the salvation of human souls, and for the 


