
Wail of a Liquor Organ 
Referring to the passage of the state-wide prohibitory 

law in Tennessee, Bonfort’s, the big liquor magazine, 
thus snuffs out the hope which the saloon crowd has 

been so fondly cherishing, namely, that the anti-saloon 
movement is simply a “wave” which will shortly “re- 

cede”: 
“With the loss of Tennessee we can now toot up 

six states that have outlawed our business during 
the past fifteen or eighteen months—the other states 

being Oklahoma, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and 

North Carolina, and we have prohibition contests 

facing us in Arkansas, Texas, West Virginia and 

perhaps in Kentucky. 
“In Ohio some sixty-one counties have voted pro- 

hibition since September 1, and all counties in In- 

diana that have voted under the county unit law 

have gone against the saloon by large majorities. 
There is grave danger of the states of Ohio, Indiana 

and Michigan being lost entirely, and there cer- 

tainly is danger, and grave danger, that West Vir- 

ginia, Virginia, Arkansas and Texas will go the 

same way. 
“And yet a large percentage of distillers and 

dealers will not attend trade meetings—say they 
are so busy—and most of our organizations imagine 
that all that is needful is to march in processions 
and cry ‘Personal Liberty.’ 

“It is about time, we think, for the saloon men of 

the country to realize that a trade can commit sui- 

cide and that the saloon business of this country is 

doomed unless the laws are so altered as to rid the 

trade of the disreputable element, and insure that it 

will be conducted in the future with decency and 

with entire regard for the expressed wishes of the 

people. 
“The saloon problem and the question of prohibi- 

tion are nearly akin, and yet there is a difference, 
in that men who will vote against prohibition, as in 

Ohio’s state election last fall, will work with the 

utmost enthusiasm to rid each their own county of 

the saloon on the ground that it is detrimental to 

Ihe public good. 
“If this phase of the question were a new one we 

should pass it by as inconsistent, but it is old and 

persistent. In Kentucky we have 119 counties, of 

which 98 are under local option, and the remainder 

are partially so, and yet the people of this state 

would hardly vote for prohibition if it were sub- 

mitted to them. 
“Furthermore, the local option territory in this 

and other states grows steadily larger and does not 

ebb and flow as the waves of prohibition do. The tail 

of a dog may be cut off little by little, just as well as 

by one fell blow, and the trade in distilled and 

fermented beverages may be destroyed by local 

option, in so far as its legitimacy is concerned, as 

by prohibition.” 
ITow long will it take Bonfort’s to pound these things 

into the heads of its patrons and make them understand 

that the saloon is doomed. The one fond delusion that 

Bonfort’s still liugs—that the liquor traffic is capable 
of reforming itself—is just as foolish as the “wave” 

theory which it recognizes as an exploded hypothesis. 

Read this Testimony 
Washington Court House, Ohio, is a town of five or 

six thousand people. It has been without saloons for the 

past four years. Mr. Henry Brownell, of that city, head 
of the firm of C. H. Brownell & Sons, the largest whole- 
sale dealers in eggs and poultry in the state of Ohio, says: 

“I was born in this town, in 1869, have never 

lived in any other town and have never been en- 

gaged in any business except the one that I am now 

in. I knew this town when it had twenty saloons, 
and I know it now. The condition of the town is 

very much better than it ever has been. Real estate 

is worth more money. There is more building. 
“Our streets are in better condition today, as a 

whole, than they ever have been. Our people are 

more sober and more industrious. Our tax rate has 

gone down. Our bonded indebtedness has not 

been increased as much since the town went dry as 

our permanent improvements have cost in that time. 
We have been able to sell all four per cent bonds at 

par that we have agreed to sell. 

“Putting the saloons out of a town does not hurt 
business and it does not raise taxes, but it does im- 

prove the moral and social conditions of a town so 

much that, as for myself, I prefer to keep the saloon 
out of my town, even though it would lessen my 

profit in business and increase my taxes. I expect to 

raise my family in this town, and it is for my family 
that I work. 

In our business, we employ seventy-five men. Of 
this number a very large proportion were sober and 
industrious even when we had saloons, but there is 
a certain portion of them that are very much more 

sober and very much more industrious now than 

they were four years ago, when we had the open 
saloons. Our men are better satisfied with their work 
and with us. They do better work and we are better 
satisfied with them. I know, by observation, that 
some of our men are spending all of their money 

directly on their families now who used to spend a 

large portion of it in the saloon. 

“Increased bank deposits, lack of vacant business 

rooms, new enlargements and additions to old retail 

establishments, all support the statement that busi- 
ness in this town is better than it was when we 

had saloons.” 
Not much grass growing in the streets of that town. 

Idaho in Line 
BOISE, Idaho, Jan. 26.—The local option bill today- 

passed the house by a vote of 44 to 9. It is expected the 
bill will pass the senate with a few amendments. 


