
Words Without Deeds 
The following editorial taken from the Chicago 

Record-Herald of Monday, January 25, simply gives ex- 

pression to the thought that naturally arises in the mind 
of everyone who hears or reads Tom Gilmore’s speech: 

Model Saloons; Two Pictures 

The Mayor of Chicago has given expression to his 
disgust at the efforts of certain brewers’ agents to 

prevent the closing of vicious, lawbreaking and low 
saloons, and has asked why practice in such in- 
stances does not conform to the theories and excellent 
annual resolutions of the National Model License 
League, whose avowed object is the suppression of 
dives that discredit the whole liquor trade and 
cause popular agitation for prohibition where under 
better conditions regulations would be deemed suf- 
ficient. 

That league has met at Louisville, and its presi- 
dent has again earnestly denounced the saloon that 
encourages gambling and violates the law as an 

“offense to modern thought” and public decency. 
The same address advocated suspension of a saloon 
license for thirty days after the first conviction of 
the proprietor or his agent and cancellation of the 

license, with permanent exclusion from the traffic, 
for a second offense. 

lhese are admirable and highly creditable sug- 

gestions. Certainly a very great change for the bet- 
ter in the retail liquor trade would take place in a 

short time if the authorities, the law-abiding saloon- 

keepers and their allies among the brewers and dis- 
tillers resolutely pursued the indicated policy. 

But, as a matter of fact, what happens, as a rule, 
when a saloon is caught violating the law ? If influ- 
ence and pressure are brought to bear on the mayor it 
is to overlook the offense and exercise clemency and 

patience. One hears of no delegation to urge the 

proper disciplining of even the notorious proprie- 
tors of filthy and crime-breeding dives. 

The Model Saloon League should proceed from 

word to deed and should cause anti-crime and anti- 

vice organizations to be started in the cities that are 

still “wet,” among the saloon-keepers and wholesale 

dealers in spirits and intoxicants. As long as the 

word pictures are belied by the pictures from life 

the hope of checking the prohibition movement will 

remain illusory. 

If my people, who are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 

my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from Heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land. 

—2 Chron., 7-14. 

Lying About Taxes 
The liquor journals all over the country, and also 

many secular newspapers, have been publishing lengthy 
articles concerning special taxes which, it is alleged, 
Birmingham, Ala., has been compelled to place upon 
every business, profession and commodity to make good 
the losses sustained by their city through the closing up 
of their saloons. 

Hardware and dry goods merchants, doctors, lawyers, 
undertakers, dairymen and all classes had to be assessed 

very heavy special taxes, according to this tale of woe. 

“Taxes from the cradle to the grave” was the term used 
to describe the awful conditions which now prevail in 

Birmingham, and all because of no-license. 
Some good newspapers swallowed these statements as 

being in every way trustworthy and many good people 
were plainly worried over the matter. 

The Rev. Fred Thornburg, pastor of the Methodist 

Espiscopal Church, in Knightstown, Ind., wrote the 

mayor of Birmingham, enclosing a list of the special 
taxes, as published, and asking a number of questions. 

We print the full list of questions herewith and the 

mayor’s reply, that our readers may judge for them- 
selves. Think of a city the size of Birmingham taxing 
people only 30 cents on the $100, actual valuation. 
License fees there were over $1,000, and yet taxes have 
not increased since the saloons have closed. Here are 

the questions and the mayor’s reply: 
Is the license system in Birmingham a result of prohibi- 

tion? 
Answer—No. Our license schedule is a scheme of taxation 

made necessary by our very low property tax rate, the same 

being only $1 per $100 on about 30 per cent valuation. 
Is there any increase in the license fee since prohibition 

went into effect? 
A.—Very few; those very small. Only such business as 

prohibition benefits. 
Is the license schedule for 1909, now in preparation, as I 

understand, to record higher fees than were assessed in 1908? 
A.—No. Not general. 
If there is an increase, why is it necessary? It is due to 

the fact that prohibition has taken effect? 
A.—If any raises are made it will only be to equalize the 

burden. 
What is the tax rate for Birmingham? 
A.—$1 per $100 on about 30 per cent valuation. 
What was it before prohibition went into effect, or in 1907? 
A.—Same. 
Will you kindly state whether the business men of Birming- 

ham wish prohibition continued, or to go back to the saloons? 
A.—Divided, as is everywhere. 
Does the farmer wish to return to saloons or a continuance 

of prohibition? 
A.—No farmers in Jefferson County. 
Is crime decreased since prohibition went into effect? 
A.—Yes. 
Is business increased? 
A.—Business is depressed here, as it is everywhere. Pre- 

sumably on account of panic. 
Has local option been received well by people generally? 
A.—Yes. 
Has state prohibition been the wish and will of the people 

or simply the arbitrary action of the Legislature? 
A.—State prohibition law passed by last Legislature goes 

into effect January 1, 1909. 

We wonder what the next wild and woolly falsehood 

will be which the liquor interests will circulate. 

“The saloon and drink are pre-eminent among the 

agents that keep Catholics from mass and the sacra- 

ments.”—Father Lambing. 


