
Tennessee’s Answer to Tom Gilmore 
the Model License League, the liquor men’s latest life saving device, invented by Thomas M. 

»• fa in session in Louisville, Kentucky, trying to fool the public with pious talk about reform- 
*rd J Feb 14 09 business, the legislature of the adjoining state of Tennessee was passing a state-wide pro- 

hibitory law. That was Tennessee’s answer to the liquor men’s canting talk about “elevating the stand- 
ard” of the saloon. 

Can You See It Recede? 
In summing up the situation as to the anti-saloon 

movement, looking back over 1908 and forward into 
the coming year, the American Issue calls attention to 

the fact that fifty-seven counties in Ohio voted dry under 
the Rose county option law, expelling 1,902 saloons dur- 

ing 1908, while over one hundred saloons were closed by 
other laws, making over two thousand in Ohio removed 

during the year. There are now sixty-two of Ohio’s 

eighty-eight counties which are dry, containing over 

half the population of the state. 

Four states during the year adopted state-wide prohi- 
bition—Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina and Ala- 
bama. This year there will be legislative fights in eight 
other states for state-wide prohibition. This does not 

include Tennessee, which has just adopted state-wide 

prohibition. Texas, and possibly Washington and Idaho 
and probably West Virginia will go dry. Under the 

county local option law of Indiana, enacted in the last 

legislature, the first three counties have just voted, and 
all have gone dry, closing over forty saloons. 

It will be recalled that over thirty counties of Illinois 

expelled saloons last year by local option. Since June, 
1908, Maine has gone on record in favor of state prohi- 
bition, Delaware has declared for local option, Okla- 
homa has closed out her dispensary system and returned 
to prohibition, pure and simple. A large number of 
other states, between twenty and thirty, have effected 

temperance legislation against the saloon, while not a 

single state has passed a statute in their aid. 

Reports up to within a few days since to the Anti- 
Saloon League of America from twenty-two states, place 
the number of saloons thus put out of business during 
last year at 9,974, while additions from other states will 

bring the number of saloons expelled, in round numbers, 
in the neighborhood of 11,000 during 1908, adding 325,- 
000 square miles in area and 4,300,000 in population to 

the dry territory. There are now, in round numbers, 
forty million people living in prohibition territory in the 

United States, as contrasted with about three million 

in 1870. Beginning with January, 1909, there are nine 

prohibition states, including Tennessee. 

Chief of Police Bargren of Rockford has submitted his 
annual report to the council, and the records show that 

during the year there were 1,554 arrests, a decrease of 
742 from the year previous. The decrease in drunken- 
ness and disorderly conduct brought about the decline 
in number. 

They are Closed for Good 
The Atlanta (Georgia) Constitution says editorially 

in its issue of January 3: 

“It may be accepted as a settled fact that what- 
ever system of regulation Georgia may ultimately 
see fit to apply to the trade in bottle and package, 
not to be consumed on the premises, which exists in 
the state in degree but little abated, the saloon has 
gone for good and those who are even remotely 
anticipating its return are indulging a fatuous 
hope. 

“The saloon was one of the chief agencies in the 
consumption of intoxicants; its presence was an in- 
vitation to the easy and frequent indulgence in the 
social drink. 

“No better proof is obtainable of its evil influence 
in the community, considering the fact that liquor 
in wholesale quantities is about as easy to get as 

ever. 

“Georgia may or may not determine in the future 
to regulate that feature of the traffic which now 

exists unregulated and unrestrained, and without 
revenue to the state, but whatever the state may do 
in that direction, the saloon cannot come back. 

“It is gone forever from Georgia!” 

Muzzling the Press 
In a charge to the Federal grand jury at New Orleans, 

Judge E. D. Saunders thus commented upon an alleged 
attempt of the liquor men to influence advertisers of the 
New Orleans Times-Democrat to boycott that paper be- 
cause its policies were not acceptable to the saloon men: 

“The conspiracy you will investigate is, I believe, 
started by what might be termed the criminal nursery of 
the city. There are certain businesses carried on in every 
city, which, while not being criminal in themselves, are 

the great nurseries of crime. 
“Certain owners of such business have taken offense 

against the Times-Democrat for its position on certain 
public questions, and in order to destroy its influence 
they are now trying to destroy the business of the paper. 

“I cannot imagine a greater crime than this, as the 
criminals are trying to destroy the free discussion of 
questions of interest to the welfare of the city. We can- 

not permit a quasi-criminal element to dictate what the 
papers of the city shall say. 

* 

Our attention has been called to the fact that Michael 
Hannan, convicted of violating the local option law in 
DeKalb county, had his place of business in DeKalb, 
instead of Sycamore, as we had it last week. 


