
Carmack, Another Martyr for Humanity 
It is eminently fitting that the memory of Edward W. Carmack, who, as the recognized leader of the anti- 

saloon forces in his state, was shot to death in the streets of Nashville last November, should be associated with the 

memory of Abraham Lincoln, who, as the recognized leader of the anti-slavery forces in the nation, was shot to 

death in Washington in April, 1865. 

Therefore, we give below some glimpses of this latest martyr to the cause of human progress, which enables us 

to better understand the situation out of which his assasination grew. 

Dawn of Carmack’s Fame 

The New York World sent a special correspondent to 

Nashville to cover the Carmack murder case, and he is 

sending some very interesting and illuminating corre- 

spondence to his paper. 

Here is an extract from one of his recent letters: 
“The first Bryan campaign found Josiali Patterson, 

the father of the present Governor of Tennessee, stand- 

ing for Congress in the Memphis district. Patterson was 

on the regular ticket and expected the Commercial- 

Appeal to support his candidacy. Carmack had espoused 
the cause of silver with all his heart and soul, and wanted 
Patterson to declare himself on the question. Patterson 
would not, and so Carmack refused to support him. The 
men who controlled the paper informed him that, as he 
was not the owner, he would write according to their 
directions. He refused, abandoned his editorial position 
and took the field against Patterson. He charged that 

Patterson, while claiming the support of the regular 
Democrats, had accepted $5,000 from the campaign com- 

mittee of Palmer and Buckner. 

“Carmack was elected and Patterson contested his 
seat in Congress. It was this contest, out of which Car- 
mack emerged like a comet before the eyes of the nation. 
It was in his speech against Patterson that he rendered 
this tribute to the South, which one finds today on the 
walls or mantels of every Southern home he enters: 

“ ‘I speak, sir, for my native South. It is a land that 
has known sorrows; it is a land that has broken the ashen 
crust and moisted it with tears; a land scarred and riven 

by the plowshare of war and billowed with the graves 
of her dead; but a land of legend, a land of song, a land 
of hallowed and heroic memories. 

“ To that land every drop of my blood, every fiber of 

my being, every pulsation of my heart is consecrated 
forever. 

“ *1 was born of her womb. I was nurtured at her 

breast, and when my last hour shall come, I pray God 
that I may be pillowed upon her bosom and rocked in 

sleep within her tender and encircling arms.’ 
“That speech of Carmack’s won him his seat. Wash- 

ington rang with his name and the country accepted the 

capital’s verdict that a genius had sprung from Ten- 
nessee.” 

Warns the Whisky Ring 

Referring to Carmack’s contest with ex-Governor 

Taylor for re-election to the United States Senate, the 

correspondent says: 
“The day came when the lines of battle were drawn 

and Senator Carmack realized that, aside from Taylor, 

he also had opposed to him what was then the most pow- 
erful force in the state—the whisky ring. 

“Carmack sought out the leaders of the whisky ring 
and delivered this ultimatum: 

“ ‘Keep your hands off this fight; if you don’t, I’ll 
never rest until I have driven your gang and all its dis- 
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tilleries out of Tennessee. I ’ll hang you, hoof, horn and 
hide on the back-yard fence.’ ” 

Here are two striking paragraphs from the World 
correspondent’s pen: 

“There are witnesses of unimpeachable character who 
saw the slaying, and on one thing they are agreed— 
the editor of the Tennessean (Carmack) didn’t have a 

‘dog’s chance’ for his life.” 

“Whisky and the turning of the political wheel 
through many years—those were the true causes which 
led to the tragedy. The cause alleged is a frivolous edi- 
torial paragraph in the Tennesseean, written in an ironic 
spirit, of which Carmack was a master.” 

Great Tribute to Carmack 

The Anti-Saloon League of Tennessee has been holding 
its state convention in Nashville, and, in view of the 
great victory just achieved by the League in that state, 
it was an unusually spirited and enthusiastic gathering. 


