
One of the most noteworthy addresses delivered dur- 
ing the convention was that of the Rev. E. E. Folk, 
President of the League and brother of ex-Governor 
Folk of Missouri. 

Especially thrilling was that portion of Dr. Folk’s 
address referring to the martyrdom of Carmack and its 
influence in bringing about the overthrow of the liquor 
power in Tennessee. His touching allusion to Mrs. Car- 
mack goes straight to the heart. 

Although an Anti-Saloon League leader himself, Dr. 
Folk refrained from undue glorification of the League, 
taking pains to accord their just share of praise to all 
the agencies that contributed to the success of the anti- 
saloon war in Tennessee. 

Who Did It? 

Dr. Folk said in part: 
“Now conies the question, Who did it? God did it, 

as Victor Hugo said of Waterloo. God is not dead. He 
still lives and reigns and rules in the lives of men. His- 

tory at last is His story—the story of God’s dealings 
with the human race. 

“Under God, the people did it, the noble, brave and 
free people of the Volunteer State, the descendants of 
the heroes of other days. These people have stood the 

presence of the liquor traffic long enough, and they are, 

determined to get rid of it. This traffic is as an anachron- 

ism, a back number, a relic of barbarism. It is un-dem- 

ocratic, un-American, un-Christian. It has no place in a 

Christian community, no place in a civilized state. This, 
the people of Tennessee, have come to realize and, realiz- 

ing it, the next thing with them was to act, which they 
have done. 

Lawmakers and Newspapers 
“The members of the Legislature did it—twenty of 

them in the Senate and sixty-two of them in the House— 
on the bill to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors, 
and sixty on the bill to prohibit the manufacture. All 
honor to these Senators and members of the House. 

Strong, brave, clean, unpurchasable by money or pat- 
ronage or other evil influences, their names deserve to 

be handed down to posterity. 
“They will be written on the scroll of fame, and I 

should like to see them inscribed upon the walls of the 
State Capitol, that future generations may read the rec- 

ord and thank God for such men. 

“A number of the great daily newspapers of the state, 
and nearly every county paper did it—did it by their 
bold and fearless advocacy of the cause of right and their 

exposure of the nefarious tactics of the liquor traffic and 
its twin, the machine. I lift my hat to every one of these 

papers, to each of which much credit is due. I doubt if 

we could have won without the powerful aid of the 

press. 

Carmack Did It 

“E. W. Carmack did it—did it by his earnest advo- 

cacy of the cause of temperance, beginning as editor of 

the Memphis Commercial-Appeal in 1892, then as a mem- 

ber of the United States Senate, being the boldest advo- 

cate of temperance in that body. Especially he did it in 
his campaign for the nomination for Governor, when he 
electrified the people by his fearless advocacy of state- 

wide prohibition. 
“He did it as editor of the Nashville Tennesseean. After 

the primary, while accepting his own defeat, he refused 
to accept the platform of a convention dominated by the 

liquor interests, and kept up such a warfare on the traffic 
and its friends that finally they were compelled to kill 
him to get rid of him. But they forgot that ‘the blood 
of the martyrs is the seed of the church. And so of the 

temperance cause. Carmack living was a powerful 
champion of prohibition. But Carmack dead was irre- 
sistible. Carmack living was Niagara river. Carmack 
dead is Niagara Falls. The bullet which hushed his 
voice raised 1,000,000 other voices to speak his message. 
His pen is silent, but a thousand other pens are busy 
where there was one before. His body is dead, but his 

spirit lives and animates thousands of his fellows. From 
the ground where his blood was spilled it cried out in 
thunder tones, not for vengeance, but for vindication. 
And it was recognized that the best vindication would 
be the establishment of the principles for which he 
stood and for which he died—the purification of politics 
and the abolition of the liquor traffic from Tennessee. 

His Best Monument 

“They are talking about erecting a monument to his 

memory on Capitol Hill, overlooking the scene of his 
assassination. I hope the Legislature will appropriate 
a sufficient sum for this purpose and that still other 
monuments will be erected to his memory all over the 
state. But the best, the most fitting, the most endur- 

ing monument which can be erected to him will be not 

one of marble or of bronze, but the monument of state- 

wide prohibition of the liquor traffic, to which cause he 

gave the last years of his life, and for which he finally 
died, a glorious martyr to a glorious cause. 

The Widow’s Message 
“At the funeral in Columbia, as he lay peacefully 

sleeping in his coffin, I stepped across the hall to where 
the widow was sitting in her desolation, with her 10- 

year-old boy by her side. Taking my hand, she said 

earnestly: ‘Carry the cause on to victory.’ A little later 
the message came from her, ‘The only thing that can 

reconcile me to his death will be the passage of a state- 

wide prohibition measure.’ Thank God that message 
did not go unheeded. 

“By the grace of the God of right and righteousness 
the battle is over and the victory is won. 

“The churches did it—did it by standing together, 
almost to a man. Almost every preacher in the state 

has become a ‘political preacher’ in the sense of advo- 

cating the destruction of the liquor traffic, and almost 

every Christian man has become a ‘fanatic’ and a 

‘crank’ along the same line. 
The remainder of Dr. Folk’s address was given to the 

part played by the W. C. T. U. and the Anti-Saloon 

League in the great fight and a summary of the events 

leading up to the final victory. 


