
Rockford as an Anti-Saloon City 
Since Brother Mills riddled the Peoria editor’s fabrications about Decatur and spoiled the attempt to hold that 

thriving city up as an example of ruin wrought by local option, the liquor people have concluded that their only 
hope now lies in using Rockford as an illustration of how no-license damages a town. 

Rockford is the largest city in Illinois that has votedout its saloons under the local option law. Therefore, if 
the anti-saloon policy can be made to appear a failure in Rockford, it will be a great card for the liquor side to play 
in the contests to be held sooner or later in other cities. » 

So it has been published far and wide that conditions were worse in Rockford than they ever were in times of 

license; that the people of Rockford were sick of it, and that if another election could be held this spring the old 

system would be restored by an overwhelming vote. < 

The neighboring city of Beloit, just over the line in Wisconsin, is much interested in knowing whether these 

things are true, for there is an anti-saloon campaign approaching in that city. So Editor D. B. Worthington, of 
the Beloit News, paid a visit to Rockford to see what he could see, and hear what he could hear, and he tells about it 
in his paper. What gives particular interest to his story is that his paper has been, until recently, strongly opposed 
to no-license in Beloit, and lie therefore cannot be accused of prejudice or unfairness in behalf of the anti-saloon 
side. We give below liberal extracts from Mr. Worthington’s ten-column article: 

Some Striking Evidence 
In the matter of “human interest,” Chief of Police 

Bargren’s recital of conditions in Rockford surpassed all 
others. The chief says: 

“There are less drunken men in Rockford than ever be- 
fore. There is less watching of saloons, fewer boys are 

drunk after 10 o’clock at night and fewer cases of wife 

beating. Not only are there less arrests for drunken- 

ness, but less for other crimes by at least a third. 
“In the old days there were generally six or eight cells 

filled every morning and now sometimes two whole days 
will elapse with the jail entirely empty. 

“In all license cities there is a locality where bums 

congregate. That locality does not exist in Rockford 
now. At 10 o’clock on pay nights and Saturday nights, in 
the old days, all the officers were drawn to that locality to 

watch the saloons, but the officers are not needed there 
now and they patrol the residence section instead. 

“The cry that Rockfordites were going to Beloit to get 
drunk is not heard much now. After local option went 

into effect—for a month or two—the situation was pretty 
bad, but the number who go out of town for a spree is 

getting fewer every week. 

Better Than Hoped For 

The average no-license enthusiast does not reckon upon 
the salvation of the rum-soaked bum by saloon elimina- 
tion. It is figured that the inebriate with dull moral 
sense will continue to procure his liquor in some way, 
and the no-license advocate is content to look ahead to 

the preservation of the youth. And so the testimony of 
Chief Bargren comes as a surprise. He relates that Rock- 
ford counted among its population nearly a hundred men 

who lived upon free lunch and free drinks and were a 

bloated, worthless lot of humanity. 
“These men,” said the chief, “could not get liquor 

after the seventh day of May. They had no money to 

send out of town for whisky and the proprietors of the 
illicit bars would, of course, not have them around. As 
a result the most of these fellows now have their faces 
bleached out and many of them have gone to work and 

stopped drinking entirely. 
“I call to mind the case of two families, with three 

brothers in each, all of whom belonged formerly to the 
class of which I have spoken. Five of these men have a 

clean record since last May. One of them went to Chi- 

cago, began drinking, came home and was arrested. He 

paid his fine—which he had never been able to do before 
—and since then has led a sober life. I have leaned to- 

ward license, but must admit that so long as saloons run 

they will be run wrong.” 
State’s Attorney Talks 

The story of State’s Attorney North was one of tre- 

mendous interest. He said he had received scores of let- 
ters from people in all walks of life, many of the letters 
were anonymous, commending him on his labors in pros- 

ecution, and he was strongly convinced that a stronger 
sentiment existed for local option than ever before. He 
went on to say: 

“The intelligent, well-to-do and what might be termed 
representative citizens who, by reason of habit and the 

argument of finance have heretofore voted for high 
license, and who took little part in the uplift movement, 
have had an awakening. Now they are contributing 
their time and money and personal interest to further the 
local option cause and other things that stand for civic 
betterment.” 

Story Told by Figures 
Mr. North then furnished me with figures which tell 

their own story. From May 7 to November 7, 1907—a 
period when the saloon existed—there were 354 arrests 
for plain drunkenness. During the same period in 1908 
—under no-license—the arrests for the same cause num- 

bered 176. During the whole year of 1907 the number of 
arrests for all causes was 2,336, and during the year 1908 
the whole number of arrests was 1,556, or 702 less with 
the saloons running from January 1 to May 7. 

I asked Mr. North what it was costing Winnebago 
county for the prosecution, and his reply was epigram- 
matic : “We are now prosecuting liquor dealers instead 
of saloon-keepers’ victims; one kind of crime has been 
substituted for another.” 

Continuing, he said: “The Illinois law isn’t directed 
against, drinking. It doesn’t mean prohibition. It is 
directed against the saloon. The law is to prevent the 
selling, bartering or exchanging of liquor in anti-saloon 


