
territory. So a man may give it away lawfully; lie may 
send away for it where it is lawful to sell it, and he 

may have it on his premises and he may drink it and may 
offer it to his friends—if it is a bona lide gift. The law 
does away with treating in saloons, the greatest cause of 
destruction of young men and old. Admitting that the 
law is violated it largely precludes treating because the 

drinking is done stealthily and where it is hard to delect 
and thus the evil of the saloon is greatly minimized. 

Making It Hot for Them 
“There were twenty-three indictments by the January 

grand jury, eighteen of which were for violations of the 
local option law, three for burglarly against one man, 
one for larceny and another for larceny caused by drink- 

ing. Altogether there have been twenty convictions for 

violating the local option law and only one disagree- 
ment. The convictions are from one to ten counts each. 
There have been several jail sentences and more are to 

follow. On the docket today stand eleven untried cases, 
but three of these defendants have skipped. 

“The maximum sentence for the first offense is $100 
fine or 30 days in jail, or both. It costs about $100 a day 
to run the circuit court and $40 a day to run the county 
court. There have been fifteen days of the circuit, and 

eight days of the county court given over to the trying 
of those charged with liquor violations. This represents 
a total cost of about $1,800. There have been twenty 
convictions, and assuming that the fines will average $100 
each—and some have been as high as $400—the fines will 
cover the entire cost of prosecution. 

“One thing you can bank on. There are not fifty-three 
vacant places in Rockford where saloons can go back— 

probably not more than a dozen. 

Only One Side to It 
“Local option is an unpleasant issue to be brought up— 

it is really a mean one. It is always a live topic and sets 

men against one another. Perhaps as prosecuting attor- 

ney I notice this more than others, but”—lowering his 

voice, and speaking with added earnestness, as did every 
local optionist, as I was about to take my departure— 
“there is only one side to this question when you come 

down to right and wrong.” 
What Lawyer Welsh Says 

“For a long period of time I was an advocate of high 
license,” said R. K. Welsh, the lawyer and alumnus of 
Beloit college. “Our legislature passed a local option law 
that was so much stronger than anything on the books, 
providing better methods and severer punishment, that 
sentiment favored it. I thought it worth while trying 
and I did all I could to carry this town and others in 
the county. The majority here was very small—168— 
and it was carried through the influence, not of ‘prohibi- 
tionists’ and ‘fanatics,’ but by those who considered the 
saloon an evil and hoped the new law could be enforced. 

Quite a number of the saloon men quit business imme- 

diately, and practically every place that lias been vacated 
has been rented with little loss of rents to that particular 
place, but a very decided increase for adjoining prop- 

erty. 
Mr. Welsh pointed out from his office window in the 

Trust building various stores adjoining former saloons 
where rents had been raised. 

Former Liquor Lawyer Talks 
C. W. Ferguson, former attorney for the Liquor Deal- 

ers’ Association, is now putting his legal services at the 
disposal of the state in fighting the violators. He said to 
me: “I was on the side of the liquor dealers for a long 
time, but it got to a point when I went into court that I 
considered myself hooked up with a bad lot. I did not 
take part in the local option campaign, and I doubted if 
the experiment would prove a good thing. Later I was 

offered a good retainer to help them light their battles, 
but I declined. Those saloon-keepers who stayed in busi- 
ness combined to defy the law, and that I wouldn’t stand 
for. 

“At the request of the state’s attorneys in this and 
Boone counties I assisted in the prosecution of the vio- 
lators. We haven’t lost a case in this county, and there 
has been but one disagreement, and the guilty parties 
are facing penalties ranging from $10 to $1,000 and jail 
sentences of from thirty to three hundred days. If the 
courts will impose jail sentences the battle is won. The 
saloon men care nothing about a fine, as that amounts to 

a license.” 
Scovill Gives Figures 

Horace Scovill, city clerk and former mayor of Rock- 

ford, is a fine type of old gentleman, and it was to him I 
went to learn how Rockford managed its affairs without 
the revenues from license. “The city not only lost $56,- 
000 from licenses, but it fell short one-half in its penalties 
and fines,” said he. “It was estimated, when the tax 

levy was made in January, 1908, that the fines would 
amount to $3,000, but only $1,500 was realized. The 

dropping off of half on penalties is a pretty big argument 
in itself for no-license. The city cut off about $20,000 in 
the expenditures of the various departments and issued 

$30,000 in bonds, payable in one, two and three years. 
“For corporate and library expenses, including 

schools, Rockford will be taxed about $14,000 more the 

coming year than in 1908. This is on a valuation of 

$9,600,000, and the individual taxpayer will scarcely feel 
it. While there is an actual shortage of $56,000, the city 
apparently spends as much money as it did formerly. If 
the financial end of the situation wasn’t grabbed at by 
the pessimist and the man who is opposed to no-license, 
the people would never know by taxation that the saloon 
was eliminated. 
“I am not a radical, but I observe many things. A 

butcher, for instance, tells me the story of one man who 

buys a 75-cent steak three times a week now, and pre- 
vious to last May he never bought more than ten cents 

worth of meat at a time. The residents up my way—and 
all over town for that matter—are no longer disturbed by 
night brawlers. I can live with the saloon, but I don’t 
want them to catch the boys.” 

From an investigation at Callan Park Hospital for 

Insane, Sydney, Australia, Dr. A. Davidson finds that 
the three main causes, numerically, were: (a) intemper- 
ance in drink, (b) heredity, and (c) domestic trouble. 
In this last doubtless the first two played a large part. 


