
Illinois Liquor Laws and Their Enforcement 
One of the topics on the program for March 14 of the young people s societies in many of the churches is 

“What Are the Liquor Laws of This State and How Are They Enforced?” We have received so many requests for 

information on this subject, that instead of trying to answer them all by letter, it seems better that we give in the 

Issue an abstract of Illinois liquor laws and a few comments on “enforcement,” so that all our readers may have 

the benefit of such help as we may be able to afford. 

Accordingly we present below a summary of existing statutes relating to the subject and the situation as to the 

enforcement of these laws. 
It should be noted here that the Supreme Court of Illinois has established the rule or principle that the right to 

engage in the business of selling intoxicating drinks cannot be claimed as a right of citizenship, like the right to 

sell other lines of goods, but it is a right or privilege which can be exercised only in the manner and upon the 

terms prescribed by statute. 
Now the only statute which gives saloons the right to exist in Illinois is what is known as the Dram Shop 

Act, and no man can lawfully engage in the saloon business in this state except as he complies with the terms of 

that law. 

Illinois Liquor Laws 
A dram shop is defined by the Dram Shop Act as a 

place where spirituous or vinous or malt liquors are re- 

tailed in less quantity than one gallon, and anyone not 

having a license to keep a dram shop who shall sell in- 

toxicating liquor in any less quantity than one gallon, or 

in any quantity to be drank upon the premises, or in or 

upon any adjacent property, shall be fined not less than 

$20 nor more than $100, or imprisoned in the county jail 
not less than ten nor more than thirty days, or both, in 

the discretion of the court. Cities and villages may 

grant a license for the keeping of a dram shop upon the 

payment of $500 per annum, and, where malt liquors only 
are to be sold, $150 per annum. 

County boards may grant license to keep a dram shop 
upon application by petition of a majority of the legal 
voters of the township, election precinct or district where 

the same is proposed to be located, upon payment of not 

less than $500 per annum; but the county board has no 

authority to license a dram shop in an incorporated city 
or village or within two miles of the same. 

Life of a License 

A license shall not exceed the term of one year and 

shall describe the place where the dram shop is to be 

kept, and shall not be transferable. The person licensed 

shall give a $3,000 bond to the city or village. 
No liquor shall be sold to any minor without the writ- 

ten order of his parent, guardian or family physician, or 

to any person intoxicated, under penalty of from $20 to 

$100, or imprisonment in the county jail from ten to 

thirty days, or both, and anyone buying or procuring 
liquor for a minor without such written order shall be 

subject to the same penalty. 
All places where intoxicating liquors are sold in vio- 

lation of this act are made common nuisances and may 

be shut up and abated as such. 

Any person selling liquor to any person who thereby 
becomes intoxicated shall be liable for reasonable com- 

pensation for the care of such intoxicated person and 

$2.00 a day in addition thereto. 

Any person who shall be injured in person or property 
or means of support by any intoxicated person, or by rea- 

son of the intoxication of any person, shall have a right 
of action against the person in whole or in part causing 

the intoxication, and the owner oil the building having 
knowledge that intoxicating liquors are sold therein 

shall be liable for all damages sustained. 

Sales Are Restricted 
It is unlawful to sell in less quantity than five gallons 

outside of the incorporated limits of any city, town or 

village, under penalty of from $50 to $100, or imprison- 
ment of from thirty to ninety days, or both. It is un- 

lawful to sell liquor within one and one-eiglitli miles of 

any lands used as a soldiers home, or any naval or train- 

ing school. 
Minors unaccompanied by parent or guardian are not 

permitted to attend dance halls where liquor is sold. 

Any person who has not first obtained a license from 

the county board so to do and who shall solicit any per- 

son, firm or corporation not having a license to keep a 

dram shop, or a physician or druggist, to buy or order 

any liquor in less quantity than five gallons, shall be sub- 

ject to a fine of from $50 to $200, or imprisonment in 

the county jail from thirty to ninety days. 
County boards, upon petition of the majority of the 

voters of a county, may issue a license to a person to 

solicit orders for intoxicating liquors outside of incor- 

ported cities and villages. 
In all prosecutions under this act, by indictment or 

otherwise, it shall not be necessary to state the kind of 

liquor sold or describe the place where sold. 

Local Option Law 

The so-called Local Option Law, passed at the session 

of the legislature of 1907, provides for the creation of 

anti-saloon territory by a majority vote of the people of 

a town, city or village where a proper petition has been 

filed, and where such anti-saloon territory has been 

created no license can be issued for the sale of intoxi- 

cating liquor by any authority whatever, and in such 

anti-saloon territory the operation of all ordinances pro- 

viding for the restriction, regulation or prohibition of 

the sale of intoxicating liquor or for the issuing of dram 

shop licenses within any portion or the whole of such 

territory, so far as inconsistent with its status as anti- 

saloon territory, shall be suspended. 
The penalty under the local option law for a first of- 

fense is a fine or imprisonment, and for a succeeding of- 

fense, fine and imprisonment, and for the third offense 


