
I can keep no terms with a vice that fills our jails, that destroys the comfort of homes and the peace 
of families, and debases and brutalizes the people of Ihese Islands. But for drink we might shut up 
nine out of ten of our jails.—Lord Chief Justice Coleridge of England. 

What We Are Fighting 
Writing of the anti-saloon movement, the Rev. Dr. 

( harles F. Aked says in Appleton’s Magazine for March : 

“It is directed against the existence of the saloon 
as a menace to society. It recognizes that—all ques- 
tions as to whether there may be or may not be a 

decent and moderate and proper use of alcoholic 
drinks, put aside—the saloon is a source of unmiti- 
gated misery to the individual and unmitigated mis- 
chief to the state. It sees in the saloon a common 

nuisance which ought to be suppressed out of regard 
for the well-being of the community. It recognizes 
in the saloon a center of corruption, polluting the 

thought of youth, debauching politics, nourishing 
and sheltering sexual immorality and every kind of 
crime. It is the pestilent breeding ground of law- 
lessness. 

“So a vast number of people, not teetotalers, sat- 
isfied of their right to drink wine or whisky in their 
homes and in the homes of their friends, are willing 
to take the risk of personal inconvenience, even, if 
need be, of some little personal deprivation, rather 
than be a party to the continued malign activities 
of the saloon,” 
But the good doctor, as a preacher of righteousness, 

has no compromise to offer to the drinking customs of 
this or any other country. He says a little farther on: 

“The religious man cannot shelter himself-behind 
the weak plea that alcoholic liquors are necessary, 
or that they are beneficial, or that it is the ‘abuse’ 
and not the ‘use’ of them which is responsible for the 
mischief. It is too late in the day for anything of 
the kind. The ‘use’ of an article which is unneces- 

sary, which is hurtful, which is dangerous, is ‘abuse’ 
of the most foolish and fatal sort. And it is known 
now that alcohol as a beverage is not a necessity, 
that it is injurious physically and mentally, and 
that it is dangerous in health and in disease. It is 
known now that the highest physical endurance is 

compatible with abstinence, and that health is in- 
jured, strength dissipated, and the constitution un- 

dermined by what is called the moderate use of al- 
cohol.” 

A book published in Germany in 1906 contains the 
names of twenty or more fraudulent “cures,” so-called, 
for alcoholism. The mere existence of these widely ad- 
vertised preparations refutes the false assertions of the 
American brewers that there is no alcoholism in beer- 
drinking Germany. 

Bribes Were Offered 
CHARLESTON, W. Va., Feb. 26.—The senate commit- 

tee appointed to consider charges that $110,000 had been 
used last year to defeat the prohibition amendment to the 
constitution, and that $1,000,000 had been or could be 
raised this year for the same purpose, made its report to- 

day. The committee failed to ascertain what amount of 

money was raised, but declared that money was used to 

defeat the amendment. 
The report alleges that a member of the judiciary com- 

mittee was offered $3,000 to kill the prohibition amend- 
ment in committee, and $5,000 for his vote on the floor of 
the senate. 

He Wrote an Ode 
PARIS, Feb. 26.—Raoul Ponchon, known to all Paris 

as the poet laureate of Bacchus, has written an ode be- 

wailing the news that President-elect Taft intends to 

exclude wines from the White House table. Ponchon, 
calling Mr. Taft “Little Father,” says that he can’t be- 
lieve that the President-elect is serious. 

“Yankees love good French wines,” he sings, “and 
if you banish them, farewell to your republic. Drink 
water yourself, if you must, ‘Little Father,’ but don’t 
inflict it upon others who consider that it should never 

appear upon the tables except in finger bowls.” 

Hanly’s Work Stands 
INDIANAPOLIS, March 2.—The senate of the state 

legislature late today decided to continue county local 
option in Indiana for the next two years by killing, by a 

vote of 26 to 23, the enacting clause of a house bill to 

repeal the county option law, which was passed by a 

special session of the legislature last September. County 
option repeal was a Democratic platform proposition in 
the last campaign, but since the election so many coun- 

ties have voted “dry” under the new law that public 
sentiment had an influential effect on a number of Dem- 
ocratic legislators. 

Indiana Still Drying Up 
They are still at it down in Indiana. On the 26th of 

February Carroll and Gibson counties voted dry. The 
next day Rush county, by the comfortable majority of 
2,009, enrolled itself in the dry column. They are doing 
it so fast that it’s pretty hard to keep count. The Record- 
Herald says Rush was the twenty-fifth county to vote 

dry, only one (Wayne) out of twenty-six that had voted 
up to that time having gone “wet.” 


