
Anti-County Option Editor Converted 
It would be difficult to find anything more convincing in favor of county option and its resulting county prohi- 

bition than the fair and impartial testimony of Perry F. Powers, editor and publisher of the Cadillac Evening News 

and the Cadillac News and Express. Cadillac is in Wexford county, Michigan, which has been dry since May 1, 
1908. 

Mr. Powers, who occupies a high rank as an editor and publisher, was opposed to the anti-saloon movement 

to make his county dry. In a. recent letter, responding to a request for his views as to the results of the new policy 
in Wexford county, he gives a frank statement of his change of attitude on the “county prohibition” question. 
Read what he says: 

Converted to County Option 
I think the opinion of a very large majority of our 

business men is that the law is working well; far 

better than any of us expected. I opposed the law per- 

sonally and through my newspapers because I feared 
that it would be accompanied here, as it has sometimes 
been elsewhere, by conditions that were fully as bad as 

the open saloon. I wrote a number of letters to differ- 
ent counties in this state and other states, and nearly 
every answer gave discouraging reports concerning the 
effects of the law in their communities. 

It is true, however, that in most cases it had been 

many years since they had tried county prohibition, and 
when they did try it there was no organized force out- 

side or inside of their own communities to assist in main- 

taining its purpose or to give any assistance and en- 

couragement. 
In Cadillac a law had just been passed providing for 

the ultimate limiting of saloons to one saloon to one 

thousand population; the amount of license required of 
them had been increased from $500 to $1,000, and ob- 
servance of the laws relating to their business had been 
about the best we had ever known. 

They Feared a Change 
I tell you these things in order that you may know 

just how the matter stood when the vote was taken in 
this city and in our county, and why it Avas that so many 
of our business men honestly feared that a change to 

county prohibition Avould not be productive of better 
conditions. But in that Ave are mistaken. 

Cadillac is a city of nine thousand people. At the 
election there was a majority of three hundred in this 

city against prohibition, and a majority of six hundred 
in the county outside the city for prohibition. That 

gave a net majority of about three hundred for county 
prohibition. 

"When it Avas decided that an experiment was to be 
made here the business men of our city and the news- 

papers of the county made up their minds that the test 

should be a fair one; that prohibition should be given a 

square deal. I am quite convinced the law has not been 

given a fair trial in the cities and counties where failure 
has been marked against it. 

Has Worked Out All Right 
County prohibition has not hurt our city in a business 

way. We had twenty saloons in Cadillac when the law 
took effect and they were paying an annual license of 
one thousand dollars each, five hundred more per year 
than they are paying in most of the counties of the 

state. They were occupying good business locations 

and the rental they paid was from 25 to 50 per cent 

more than were charged other tenants. 

So you see the financial argument in their favor here 

was an unusually strong one. Not less than fifty thou- 

sand dollars a year lost to our city in taxes and rental 

and in wages to saloon employes. That is, this amount 

of money reached our city treasury and the avenues of 

trade by way of the saloons, but several times that 
amount was required from the people of our city by the 
saloons. And the change has resulted in a business gain, 
rather than a business loss. 

Saloons Are Too Expensive 
I think the reply of the average business man here 

touching the possible resumption of the saloon business 
in Cadillac would be that our city could not afford it in 
a business way. It takes very much more money to 

meet the requirements of each saloon than the commu- 

nity can afford to have expended in that direction. 
I have neither time nor space here to fully explain 

what I mean by this statement; but a business man will 
understand it. Money spent at the clothing store, or at 

the hardware store, or at the grocery store, or at the 
book store, and in most other directions, goes towards 

creating permanent satisfactions, towards the enjoy- 
ment of all the members of the family, towards making 
people pleased with their homes and with their labor, 
goes towards creating such contentment as assist prop- 

erty values and makes it possible for all the people of 
Ihe community to plan together and to work together 
for community ends. 

But it is most times true that money spent in a saloon 
assists in none of these purposes. I do not intend to 

give a temperance lecture here, but the actual facts of 
the situation justify the above statement. I am present- 
ing now the business features of the subject, and not at 
all its sentimental or moral phases. 

No Farmer’s Trade Lost 
It is not true that any loss of farmers’ trade is caused 

by the absence of saloons. We have not found it so. 

The largest gatherings of farmers ever held in Cadillac 
have been held since the adoption of county prohibition. 
Cadillac has more than the usual number of mill men 

and factory men and furnace and railroad men, yet X 
have not heard that one man so employed has changed 
his home or even wishes to because of the fact that sa- 

loons are here no more. 

I am persuaded that the law against selling liquor in 
Wexford county is as fully accepted and complied with 
as are the laws against stealing and other public offenses. 


