
School and Church Bill 
The bill recently introduced in both houses of the 

General Assembly, providing that no dram-shop license 
shall be issued for a place within 250 feet of a school, 
church, hospital, orphan asylum or home for old peo- 
ple, contains a provision that no dram-shop license shall 
hereafter be issued to a corporation, to meet a recent de- 
cision of our Supreme Court to the effect that a dram- 

shop license may be issued to a corporation. This is 

already provided by ordinance in the city of Chicago, 
but, like most liquor ordinances in that city, is not fully 
lived up to. 

Some have thought that the intent of this provision 
was to prohibit breweries and distilleries from being 
interested in saloons. Legislation of this character has 
been adopted in other states, but this is not the intent 
of the bill referred to. It merely aims to do away with 
the evils of licenses in the names of corporations. These 
evils may be briefly stated to be:— 

That you cannot send a corporation, as you can a 

natural person, to jail for the violation of the liquor 
laws, nor because it does not pay its fine; that corpora- 

tions, having no souls, have no character, and cannot 

therefore be scrutinized in this regard as an individual 

can, so that the provisions of our laws and ordinances, 
whereby moral character enters into the question of the 

granting of a license to a saloon-keeper are set at naught 
when a corporation takes the license; that by sale of the 

capital stock of the corporation the personality behind 
the license may change in an instant, so that a bad 

character, on being refused a saloon license, may imme- 

diately buy up (or organize) a corporation, and, with 
or without the connivance of the authorities, obtain a 

license in the name of the corporation; that the provi- 
sion of our statute that no person shall be licensed lo 

keep a dram-shop at more than one place at the same 

time can be wholly set at naught, as one can organize a 

number of corporations and get a dram-shop license for 
each of them; and that the liability provided by statute 

for a saloon-keeper may be made more difficult of en- 

forcement or defeated altogether, as a corporation may 
be organized for a nominal sum or may have its assets 

entangled by corporate technicalities. 

Every citizen can afford to be found among the advo- 
cates of this bill. 

Ransom Is All Right 
Our good friend, Paul D. Ransom, of Atkinson, 111., 

who has always been a strong third party Prohibition- 

ist, aud still thinks “a political party with an uncom- 

promising platform on the liquor question is necessary 
to successfully combat the liquor power,” writes us to 

express the opinion that “future success against this 
monster can only be assured by the consolidation and 

organization of all the temperance forces, Catholic, 
Protestant or what not, into one strong, aggressive pha- 
lanx that will stand out on the firing line and fight until 
either one side or the other is whipped.” 

County Local Option Bill 
The Illinois Legislature has been in session for two 

months, but not until last week were the committees an- 

nounced. A bill was introduced in the upper branch of 
the Assembly last week by Senator Pemberton, which, 
if passed, will give the right to every county in the state 

of Illinois to vote direct upon the question as to whether 
or not they shall have licensed dramshops within the 

county. The present local option law grants that right 
to townships, cities and villages. There are a large num- 

ber of counties in the state of Illinois where, under the 

township provision the saloons remain in but one or two 

little towns, and there is a widespread feeling that the 

criminality consequent upon the saloons in these small 
towns should not longer be borne by the county at large. 
In many other counties there is but one city that remains 

wet, such as Danville in Vermilion county, and Quincy 
in Adams county, where the saloon remains as a fruitful 
source of poverty and crime. 

It was reported through the daily press of Springfield 
recently that that city is trying to put the expense of 
the Springfield riot upon the entire county of Sanga- 
mon. Not a great while ago the sheriff of Cook county 
declared the time had come when Cook county should no 

longer bear the expense of eriminalily of the city of 

Chicago. 
The people are getting awake to the fact that the 

natural and most effective unit to vote upon this ques- 
tion is the county unit. Give the people of Illinois a 

chance, such as they have had in Ohio and Indiana, and 
it wrill be demonstrated that there are as strong tem- 

perance views in the old Prairie State as anywhere else. 
The bill at the present time is in the Committee on 

License and Miscellany. It would be a good thing for 

you to begin at once to write your Senator and urge the 
passage of this bill. 

Our Reform Presidents 
Tlie two most prominent men on the western hemi- 

sphere today are Mr. Taft and Mr. Roosevelt. Their 
ideas upon any subject are to be respected, but upon 

questions of reform they are almost authority. We re- 

print the following words of our new President regard- 
ing his predecessor because they give, in the strongest 
terms, the exact principle of the Anti-Saloon League: 

“We found, after discussion, that we agreed in 
quite a marked way in our views of proper political 
ideals and proper political methods. We are as 

emphatic in the judgment that the political reformer 
who was not willing to accept conditions as they 
were as the basis for his action, and to work for 
the better things that were practical, without 
achieving all that he would like to achieve, was 

'rather a hindrance than a help to progress, and 
merely assisted the permanent control of the boss 
and the machine. This, I think, has been tlie mov- 

ing principle of Mr. Roosevelt’s career. He has be- 
lieved in practical progress, and not in ideals which 
made for no real advancement.” 


