
Annual Anti-Saloon League Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Anti-Saloon League of Illinois was held in the Ceutral 

Baptist Church at Springfield on the 13th inst. 
Mr. James K. Shields, State Superintendent, in sub- 

mitting his annual report, spoke of the year closing with 

April 30, 1909, as the most significant this country, or 

perhaps the world, has ever known so far as the warfare 

against the liquor traffic is concerned. 

Legislation and efforts t<» secure legislation in nearly 
every state in the Union, as well as the numerous con- 

tests at the polls throughout the country, showed to what 
immense proportions this movement has attained. Mis- 

sissippi, North Carolina and Tennessee, have all passed 
state wide prohibitory laws, and it was more than prob- 
able, he thought, that not another year would pass that 
would not see other states added to the column until 
the work was completed. 

Ueference was made to the tragic death of Senator 
Carmack and its relation to the successful campaign 
against the saloon in Tennessee. He alluded in passing 
to the terrific warfare that has been waged against the 
dram shops in Ohio and Indiana, and to the successful 
efforts of the Anti-Saloon League to defeat adverse legis- 
lation in those and other states. 

The passage of the Knox bill by Congress was men- 

tioned and its effect explained. lie concluded this gen- 
eral summary by a statement that enough saloons had 
been closed in the United States within the past year 
to make a solid row of them seventy miles long. 

The Work in Illinois 

Coming to the work in Illinois, he sai<l Ihis state still 
holds the banner for a single day’s victory. lie referred 
to the necessity for giving attention to law enforcement 
that has grown out of the victories of 1908, and to the 

generous support that has been given to the League by 
the churches. 

In reviewing tlie condition of the field force, he noted 
the departure of Mr. Conger and Mr. Horton for other, 
states, and the addition of the Rev.George H.Wilson and 
the Rev. Samuel II. Wirsching to the staff of workers. 
Various members of the force were mentioned in turn 

and due acknowledgment made of the services ren- 

dered by each. 
The long continued illness of the League president, 

Mr. Samuel T. Brush, and the impaired health of Mrs. 
Brush, were the subject of appropriate allusion, and an 

expression of sympathy was added in relation to the 
death of their daughter Alice during the year. 

The Legislative Situation 
The next subject taken up was that of legislative ac- 

tivity of the past year, attention being called to the fact 
that henceforth our legislative contests must be fought 
out at the primary elections, and that temperance people 
must learn that there is little hope of converting during 
a legislative session, a house or senate which liquor in- 
terests have succeeded in choosing at the primary. The 
unfavorable conditions, from the standpoint of the 

League, which attended the primaries of last August 
were advanced as a sufficient explanation of the defeats 

experienced by the League in certain legislative districts. 

Referring to the present legislative situation, the 

Superintendent said: “We have introduced in both 
branches of the General Assembly the three bills which 
this board declared for at its meeting six months ago. 
These are the county unit bill, the bill for residence dis- 
trict protection, and the bill for a blind tiger law, pro- 

viding for search and seizure as a means of dealing with 
illicit sales in anti-saloon territory.” 

It was shown that in the face of repeated requests from 

League representatives to have these measures referred 
to a fair committee, where they might be assured of an 

impartial hearing, Speaker Shurtleff had assigned them 
all to a committee notoriously hostile to the anti-saloon 

movement, and that all demands upon the chairman of 
this committee for a hearing had been refused. 

In the senate fairly satisfactory conditions exist, and 
the measures advocated by the League have every pros- 

pect of a fair hearing in that body, the residence dis- 
trict bill having already been reported out, and having a 

reasonable chance of passage. The crucial contest of the 
session is expected to develop when these senate bills 
come to a vote in the house. 

As to the hostile legislation now pending, it was stated* 
that the liquor interests have one or more bills aimed at 

almost every piece of temperance legislation now on the 
statute books. However, there is reason to believe that 

none.of these bills will become a law. 

Facing the Future 

Turning to the future, the Superintendent spoke of 
the year upon which we are just entering as promising 
to be the most momentous in all the history of the 

League. The legislative primary will be held on the 
12th of April, 1010, and one week earlier, on April 5, will 
be the local option elections on the question of the con- 

tinuance of anti-saloon territory throughout the state. 

The liquor traffic, which has suffered so much from the 
victories of the League a year ago, will fight like a 

hungry wolf for the recovery of its lost territory, and 
as the fighting spirit is still growing in intensity among 

supporters of the anti-saloon movement, the contest will 
be fast and furious from the start. The result will 
record the state wide verdict of the pepole on the success 

or failure of the local option law in the townships where 
it is now being tried, and will also determine the com- 

plexion of the next legislature, which means so much to 

the League. 
An earnest exhortation was added that the friends of 

this movement get together, organize and get into light- 
ing form for the great battle. 

Fighting the Lawbreakers 
The subject of law enforcement was taken up in some 

detail and it was shown how the blind tiger and boot- 

logger promptly took the place of the licensed saloon 
and endeavored to violate the law under the guise of 
a soft drink establishment, with the same fixtures, the 
same bar, etc., that had been used previously. 

The city officials in many of these places were con- 

trolled by the saloons, and lent no aid to the enforcement 


