
Drinking in Europe 
Signing himself “A Patriotic German-American,” an in- 

telligent German writes to the New York American to refute 
certain statements from time to time printed in American 

newspapers concerning the drink traffic in Germany and 
France and the drinking habits of the people of those 
countries. 

Speaking of these printed statements this German gentle- 
man says: 

“The writers refer to Germany and France, where in 
their estimation there is ‘temperance,’ and they intimate 
that the liquor question would be solved were we to follow 

Germany’s and France’s example. Now if we want to fol- 
low the example of those countries, we should in the. first 

place have to wipe out the saloon with its bar, for the 
American saloon is a thing unheard of in Germany. 

“Furthermore, we should have to put the breweries under 

government control. That is what the supervision of the 
breweries in Germany practically amounts to. Government 
officials in full uniform and armed are going in and out 

of the breweries by day and by night, and are required to 

carefully test the chemical ingredients of the beer. These 
tests are daily reported. 

Not Possible Here 

“Now, I insist that such government supervision is only 
possible in countries which are governed as Germany is. It 
cannot be done in a democratic country like ours. Graft, 
of officials in its worst form would be the result, and things 
would not be any better than they are now. perhaps worse. 

“The saloon in Germany has nothing whatsover to do 
with politics. The owner of a ‘wirtshaus’ (saloon) has no 

more influence than a baker or a shoemaker or a tailor or 

any other business man. But can we take the saloon out 

of politics in this country? It is impossible for the same 

reason as government control of the breweries is out of the 

question. But there are innumerable other minor reasons 

why we cannot have in this country the so-called temper- 
ance of Germany and France. Consequently, the only thing 
for us to do is to abolish the liquor traffic altogether. 

“But how about that ‘temperance Germany or France?’ 

Why is it that new temperance and total abstinence societies 
are daily founded in Germany, if it be true that the peoplo 
there are as temperate as some writers would make us 

believe? T| J 
Vast Increase in Germany 

“The beer consumption in Germany has increased tre- 

mendously. According to the famous Dr. Ilopper, nerve 

specialist in Koenigsberg, Germany, from about 90 liters— 
a liter is equal to two pints—per capita used before the 
foundation of the German Empire, the consumption has 

grown until it reached 116 6-10 per capita in 1903. Dr. 

Hopper says further: ‘The result of extolling beer in Ger- 

many as one of the most potent factors of civilization and 

the mightiest enemy of whisky and brandy, lias been that 

the consumption of distilled liquors has changed very little, 
while to these liquors has been added beer, the use of which 
has already far exceeded the undiminished use of the dis- 

tilled liquors, and has led to a great and still increasing 
beer alcoholism.* 

Is there no drunkenness in Germany? In every university 
we can daily find hundreds of intoxicated students. But 

not only among the students; in every other walk of life 

large numbers in the same condition can be found. It is 

true that most of those people, being used to their ‘affen,’ as 

drunkenness is good-naturedly called, walk quietly home 
from the ‘wirtshaus.’ As soon as they arrive at home they 
fall on the sofa to sleep off* the ‘affen.’ American visitors 
in Germany and France are daily passing lots of intoxicated 
Germans or Frenchmen on the streets without even noticing 
that they are intoxicated. But the German or Frenchman 
notices it. 

No Arrests There 

“And as to arrests of intoxicated people, Avhy, that is 
something unheard of in Germany and France. It only 
happens when an intoxicated person does real harm to 

people. If he is not able to Avalk home alone, any police- 
man will assist him. He never thinks of arresting him. 

“It is preposterous to compare conditions as to drunken- 
ness and arrests for drunkenness in the State of Maine or in 
a southern prohibition state Avith those existing in Germany 
and France. Where a thousand men would lie arrested for 
drunkenness in American prohibition states, perhaps one 

would be arrested in Germany or France. On the other 

hand, if arrests for drunkenness in Germany or France Averc 

made as is done in Maine and other prohibition states, the 
German cities and towns would have to build ten times as 

many police stations as they have noAV. and they would all 
be filled to overflowing every day. 

One Man Saved 
“In this connection, I would like to mention an incident. 

Years ago, a German who was too weak to resist the temp- 
tation to get intoxicated occasionally, and Avho in sober 
moments denounced the existence of the ‘wirtshaus’ as his 
ruin, happened to learn one day of the State of Maine in 
the United States, as being under prohibition. He Avent, 
to the minister of his church, and told him of his intention 
to emigrate to Maine, believing that he Avould be able to 

stop drinking altogether in that state. With the blessings 
of his minister, he left for Maine. Years afterwards an in- 
vestigation was started and it Avas found that that same 

man had become a prosperous and sober American farmer.” 

Bouamdl to Get Tlhere 
The Philadelphia Dispatch is not numbered among the 

supporters of the anti-saloon movement; yet it refers to the 
defeat of the local option bill in the Pennsylvania Legis- 
lature in these terms: 

“ The advocates of local option will not, of course, 
be disturbed in their faith by this adverse vote. They 
are not satisfied with the license system; they believe 
that the world is moving toward the abolition of alco- 
holic drinks, and that what they propose is a practicable 
measure for the good of the public health and morals. 

“ Believing this, they may be expected to continue 
its advocacy, and if they can persuade the great body 
of voters to their views they may yet win. Thus far 
they have not carried public opinion with them, but it 
may be that before another session of the Legislature 
some other application of the same principle may be 
devised that will meet with more success.” 
The Dispatch is quite correct in its assumption. Anti- 

saloon people are no more disturbed by a single defeat than 
is a great ocean liner by an adverse wind which makes it 
harder sailing for a little while, but doesn’t make the captain 
and his crew waver for an instant in their purpose to reach 
at the earliest possible moment the port for which they 
sailed. 


