
Isjm’t This Murder? 
The Peoria Journal tells of the tragic death of a ball 

player, Bertie Lann, who became intoxicated in a Norris 
saloon, lay down and went to sleep on a railroad track and 
was killed by a train. 

Attorney Clarence W. Heyl of Peoria has begun suit in 
the Fulton County Circuit Court on behalf of the boy’s 
mother, Mrs. Lann, for $10,000 damages against Gilbert 
and Miller, saloon keepers of Norris; Henry W. Bird and 
Jesse B. Shinn, owners of the building in which Gilbert and 
Miller run their saloon, and A. B. Beck, the lessor of the 
building. 

Gilbert and Miller are accused of selling liquor to this 
lad after his mother had cautioned them not to do so, and 
the others'are made defendants because of the interest they 
have in the property. Shinn and Bird are wealthy farm 
owners. 

According to the declaration young Lann was enticed 
over to Norris two weeks ago Wednesday night and was 

gotten drunk in the saloon. His mother followed him and 
took him home, after shaking her fist in Miller’s face and 
ordering him never to sell the lad another drink under 

penalty of the law. 
Norris was to have an important ball game the Saturday 

following and Friday night the lad was again enticed to 

their place and they there sold him several drinks, in com- 

pany with other young fellows. The last drink, it is said, 
was sold by Miller personally. 

On his way home Lann became so drunk that he fell 
down on the railroad track, going to sleep. He was hit by 
a train, his head and both arms and legs being severed from 
his body. 

The tragic element of liquor has entered the home of Mrs. 
Lann on two occasions. Five years ago her husband was 

shot and killed by a drunken negro at St. David. Her son 

was her sole support and he would not have reached his 

majority until next September. 
The grand jury of Fulton county is now investigating the 

facts in the case preparatory to returning an indictment on 

the charge of selling liquor to minors. 
At the inquest held by the coroner the jury censured the 

saloon keepers for selling to young Lann and the facts 

brought out at that time are regarded as all that is neces- 

sary to secure a heavy judgment. 

JLiqj^aor &emS IL^uixtuiraes 
The saloons are demoralizing to the decent business in- 

terests of the state, says the Waukegan News. If they were 

only luxuries pure and simple the money paid over their 

counters would not be lost to actual business, as the drinker’s 

money would simply become the saloon-keeper’s gain. 
A glass of soda water or a dish of ice-cream is a luxury 

and not a necessity, but they are harmless at the least. Even 
if utterly worthless, the money paid for them would merely 
be transferred from one owner to another, and the time 

given to the manufacture and sale, and the interest on the 

money invested would be all of the material loss involved. 

But liquor is on a different plane from even ordinary 
luxuries because of its nature. Search the country over and 
one will not find a man who has such a taste for any confec- 
tion that he robs his wife and children of the necessities of 

life in order to gratify that taste. 

One will nowhere find a man drunk, quarrelsome or crazy 

through indulgence in candy, soda-water or ice-cream. One 

will not find men unable to work through indulgence in 
them. One will not find riots and murders caused by these 
things. 

One will not find grand juries calling the attention of the 
courts to the fact that three fourths of the crime of the var- 

ious counties arises from the effects of soda-water and ice- 
cream. One will not find that a taste for these things keeps 
men out of church, makes them unfit for society, and some- 

times changes them into demons. 
The saloons are enemies of every morally respectable busi- 

ness, says the News in conclusion, and by their influence, 
idleness, accidents, failures, poverty, and crime contribute 
to the demoralization of decent trade. 

In the district covered by the Garfield Park Protective 
Association of Chicago, a saloon license can be properly 
granted only when a majority of the voters living within a 

radius of one-half mile have signed a petition favorable to 
the granting of such license. 

A few weeks ago Friel Brothers signed a petition for a 

license to open a saloon on a corner in this district. The 
citizens interested in the question of having a saloon in their 
territory, with the aid of the Garfield Park Protective As- 

sociation, entered their protest and desired to have the peti- 
tion verified, which they had a right to do before any license 
was granted. It was found that 113 fraudulent and improper 
signatures were on the petition, which left it 41) short of 
the majority required. 

The facts were made known to the city collector, and in 
spite of the promise to these citizens that they were to have 
a hearing, a license was issued to Friel Brothers for the loca- 
tion in question. The city collector’s office endeavored to 

shift the responsibility to the corporation counsel, but that 
official denied that the matter had ever been called to his 
attention. 

This is not an uncommon way of doing things in the city 
of Chicago. Under the strict interpretation of the law there 
is probably not a legal license granted in the entire district 
above mentioned. But legal proceedings are a mere joke in 

any city where the influence of the saloon dominates its 

politics. 

Pass Them Up 
The Anti-Saloon League of Illinois recently received the 

following letter: 
“Anti-Saloon Dengue, Chicago, 111. Gentlemen: We are enclosing 

a stamped envelope, and would appreciate it very much if you would 

give us a list of the dry territory in tlie states of Wisconsin, Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois. 

Thanking you very much for information requested, we beg to 

remain, Yours very truly, 
RED CROSS VINEGAR CO. 

By E. O. Herder. 

A little previous to this a letter was received which had 
been written by Ibis company to a party in this state solicit- 

ing agents for the sale of their goods in dry territory, com- 

mending the virtues of their product as a delightful bever- 

age for anti-saloon territory. 
Friends of the anti-saloon movement who are solicited for 

addresses .of people and names of towns and cities in por- 
tions of the state where the saloon has been voted out, 
should, as a general rule, pay no attention whatever to such 

requests, for in nine cases out of ten they are from repre- 
sentatives of those who violate or circumvent the law by 
selling intoxicating liquor. 


