
ILiqjuor ILies Exposed 
The Mercantile Club, of Kansas City, Kansas, is sending 

out a good sized poster, admirably gotten up, for the purpose 
of counteracting the malicious reports circulated by the 
liquor people and illustrated by photographs of vacaut 

buildings. 
It was made to appear in liquor circulars that a large num- 

ber of buildings had been made vacant on account of the 
enforcement of the law against saloons in that city, and pho- 
tographs of these buildings were printed to give the state- 
ment an appearance of truth. 

The poster gotten out by the Mercantile Club presents a 

mass of figures absolutely discrediting the statements of the 
liquor people and giving pictures of a splendid lot of build- 
ings that have been erected or completed since the saloons 
were closed. 

Grows and Prospers 
It is shown that the population of the city has increased 

from 77,912 in 1900, to about 100,000 at the present time; 
that the number of school children has increased from 17,080 
to 18,530; that the assets of the board of education have 
grown from $770,100 to $1,032,393; that the city is growing 
so rapidly that the board of education can hardly keep up 
with the demand for additional facilities. 

It is also showTn that sinee the saloons were closed the city 
has begun to build a park and boulevard system; that six 
blocks of boulevard were built in 1908, and the park board 
is going ahead to condemn ground for an extensive system 
of parks, parkways and boulevards. 

The cost of new buildings in that city in 1900 was 

$1,003,090, and in 1907, $1,472,279, and in this are not 

included the many new buildings outside the city limits. 
The Masons are now completing a $75,000 temple; the Elks 
have built a $30,000 club house, and a $100,000 hotel has 
been built, all since the saloons were closed. An oil refinery 
costing half a million dollars has been established since the 
saloons were closed, and a structural steel plant, a cotton 

mill, a butter tub factory, a factory for the manufacture of 
fire department equipment, boiler works, a soap factory, a 

bank safe factory, and a terra cotta plant, have been erected. 
The local gas company has spent half a million dollars 

for improvements. The Rock Island road is building new 

shops in the Armourdale districts. When completed these 

shops will cost more than half a million dollars and will be 
the largest shops owned by that road west of the Mississippi 
River. All this has been done since the closing of the 

saloons. 

Another Lie Overtaken 

A story was circulated by a California newspaper that the 

policemen and firemen of Kansas City, Kansas, had been 

having trouble in getting their pay, but the fact is that 
these servants of the public are now enjoying the first in- 
crease in salary they have had for several years, the pay of 
the fire chief being raised from $1,400 to $1,800 a year, and 
the firemen from $70 to $80 a month. 

These and many other facts exposing the absurdity of the 

yarns printed by the liquor people are set forth in this poster, 
which will be furnished by the Mercantile Club in any num- 

ber of copies desired at a price barely sufficient to cover 

the cost. 

Boston pays 29 cents per capita to support its jails. Maine 

pays two cents per capita. 

The Interior of June 10 contains an interesting and very 

suggestive article, by Charles Stelzle, on the relations of 
labor to the liquor question in England. That country, as 

everybody knows, is more generally given over to drink 
than our own. 

We would think it a remarkable thing to see an organiza- 
tion in this country, composed of leading representatives 
of labor, with the special object of reducing the tendency 
of working men to squander their earnings in drink. In 

England there is a temperance society composed exclusively 
of “walking delegates” and other trades’ union officials. It 
is called the Trades Union and Labor Officials’ Temperance 
Fellowship, and its avowed object is “the personal practice 
and promotion of total abstinence and the removal of trades’ 
union meetings from licensed premises.” 

The president of the organization is Arthur Henderson, 
who is the chairman of the labor party in parliament, and 

among the members of the executive committee are a half 
dozen members of the British parliament, and a member of 
the London City Council. All of the 26 vice-presidents are 

members of parliament and every one a trades unionist. This 
means that pretty nearly every trades unionist elected to 

parliament is a total abstainer. 
The influence of this organization upon the rank and file 

of the workers of England has been remarkable. Temper- 
ance sentiment has been rapidly increasing among t he 

younger men of the labor movement, and in the recent fight 
for the licensing bill in parliament, which provided for re- 

strictions on the liquor traffic, the labor members did every- 

thing they could to secure its passage. The enactment of 
this bill would eventually have destroyed the liquor business 
in Great Britain. It was killed in the House of Lords. 

The writer of the article suggests that the success of this 

movement in Great Britain would indicate that a similar 

enterprise would succeed in this country, lie says: “It 

should have the hearty support of the men and women in the 

churches especially and those who control buildings, settle- 

ments, public halls or premises of any other sort which may 
be used by working men not only for their trades’ union 

meetings, but for gatherings which have for their object 
1 lie social, physical and moral welfare of the people.” 

The proximity of labor union halls in Chicago to saloons 
is well known, and a movement like that described by Mr. 

Stelzle would certainly be encouraged by every friend of 

the Anti-Saloon movement. 

Banger in Every Drop 
l)i\ Howard A. Kelly, of Baltimore, professor of diseases 

of women in the Johns Hopkins University, declared that 
“ the alcoholic problem in every-day life is becoming more 

and more apparent in the diseases, degenerations and in- 

juries which are directly traceable to the use of alcohol. 
“ Every thoughtful physician,” he said, “ must recognize 

that alcohol as a beverage, and even as a medicine, has an 

unknown danger that may come into prominence in a great 
variety of diseases and conditions. 

“ Every day’s experience brings out this fact, and, while 

we are not always able to trace the connection, there is 

great certainty that it exists, and that alcohol is a danger- 
ous and uncertain drug, and as a beverage it should have no 

place in healthy, normal living.” 


