
Drinli Tffadle Failing^ 
There is to he a decrease in the number of Springfield 

saloons after July 1, says the State Journal of that city. 
According to the representative of a leading brewery, many 
saloons have been losing money for more than a year and 
the proprietors have decided to give up the struggle. 

In some instances, he says, their places will be taken over 

by other men, but it will be difficult to find saloon tenants 
for all the buildings vacated. 

Adoption of the local option law was expected to stimu- 
late the liquor business in Springfield, but it has operated 
the other way. 

When saloons in the small towns were closed up, it was 

argued, their business would be diverted to larger cities 
which remained wet, and the effect would be to greatly 
increase the sales of Springfield dealers. Experience has 
demonstrated that there is nothing in this argument. 

Closing of saloons in small towns has reduced the number 
of men who visit saloons and has largely broken up this 
habit in the country. Having become accustomed to the 
new order of things at home, men will not visit saloons 
when they go to the cities. 

Instead of aiding the saloon business in cities which have 
remained wet, prohibition in the country towns has actually 
caused a falling off in the city saloon trade. 

Drinking men who reside in country towns and villages 
now receive their supplies of liquor from mail order and 
package houses and their daily drinking is done at home. 
Unconsciously they have ceased associating the saloon with 
drinking. This is why many drinking men now visit the city 
without dropping into a bar-room. 

A large percentage of the local saloonkeepers’ business 
has always been from customers who live in rural com- 

munities. As township prohibition extends and the saloon 
becomes less and less familiar in the daily lives of these 
men, the tendency to visit saloons will disappear to such an 

extent that Ihe city saloon will have little country trade. 
This, says 1he Journal, is the conclusion which presents 

itself lo Ihose who have undertaken 1o account for the fall- 
ng off in the Springfield saloon keepers’ business since the 
local option law went into effect. 

tomdl Ifey fSimm 
In view of the splendid work done by the country press 

of Illinois in support of Ihe anti-saloon movement, it would 
seem that courageous editors who risk their financial wel- 
fare in arraying themselves against the saloon power should 
have the generous support of at least those who profess devo- 
tion to the anti-saloon cause. 

One of these editors, a thoroughgoing warrior on the 
anti-saloon side, says: 

“ It is a bad investment financially for any country 
editor to fight the lirpior traffic seriously. He gets the 
bitfer enmity of the saloon men and their friends — is 

boycotted by them in every way — and then the temper- 
ance men and women as a matter of policy will give 
the whisky paper and whisky people their patronage 
just the same. So the straight-out temperance paper 
loses on every side. He must print a whole lot better 

paper or he would be driven from the field.” 

Can the editor of your saloon-fighting home paper justly 
make this complaint against his temperance neighbors? If 

so, do you think that a good way to promote a great move- 

ment like this? Stand by him. 

IBHmdi Pig£s Closed 
rl'lie City of Effingham, which has been afflicted with rather 

more than its share of blind pigs, is in a fair way of being 
cleaned up. Something like eight, violators of the Local 
Option law were brought into the county court last week 
and gave bond of $500 each and their trial was set for this 
week. 

In Clay County ten men have.been convicted of a similar 
offense on fifty-seven counts, and more than $1,500 in fines 
were assessed against them, while five of them were given 
prison sentences. A doctor-druggist was convicted on ten 
counts week before last, and the indications are that Clay 
County will hereafter be one of the dryest of the state. It 
is said that State’s Attorney T. S. Williams is entitled to a 

very large share of the credit for this efficient work in law 
enforcement. 

In this connection a. communication from Naperville an- 

nounces that, three blind pig keepers of that town have been 
fined $356 each, and a, druggist $256 and costs. This will 
probably settle the blind pig business in Naperville. 

Ed Plummer, a druggist of Bradford in Stark County, was 

recently fined $100 on each of ten counts, his fines and costs 
amounting to about $1,200. He claims to be completely 
cured. 

Salooim City ^EroMe" 
Here is an interesting bit of information from the city of 

Rock Island, which has a population of 27,000 and main- 
tains 103 saloons. That seems to make the town a very fair 
object lesson as to the results of the license policy. 

The report.which comes from there is that the garbage 
wagon service has been discontinued for want of funds in 
the city treasury, and the failure to remove the garbage is 
said to have resulted in an increase in the number of cases 
of typhoid fever. More than that, an addition of half a 

cent to the tax rate has been made to meet this year’s de- 
ficit. A number of long time residents of the city are said 
to be planning to move to no-license cities. 

It will be well to keep this Rock Island situation in mind, 
for, as the campaign of next spring draws near, there will 
be all kinds of stories set afloat as to disasters that have re- 
sulted from abolishing saloons in Rockford, Decatur, Gales- 
burg and elsewhere. If the scavenger service has been dis- 
continued in any of those cities the public has not heard of it. 

Charged with spending $2,000, received from the city for 
an injury a year ago, for liquor while his children needed 
food and medical treatment, Patrick McGinty, a laborer 
living at 6122 Aberdeen street, is under arrest at the Engle- 
wood police station, Chicago. 

ITis one-year-old daughter, Florence, is in a critical condi- 
tion from a stomach disease at St. Bernard’s Hospital, and 
the police say he has failed to care for her properly. Mrs. 
Mary McGinty, the wife, who is said to have participated 
in the drinking and neglect, disappeared Saturday after- 
noon and has not been found. 

The appeal of the two elder children to neighbors for food 
caused the police to be summoned, and McGinty was found 
in bed, with a can half filled with beer by his side, and the 
baby in the other room occupied by the family. Both rooms 

were filthy and there was no food in the house. 
McGinty claimed he had not worked for a year and that 

his wife had been drinking heavily for a week. 


